Accordmg;to state and fedeml data, roughlyBOO 000 Illmons consume'rs arc now servcd by
unregulated, altematwe supphers Nlne such compamea are markctmg to consumers in northem

-:_Illmo:s and those ma.rketmg cﬁ’o:ts kl k mto Irngh gear m Scptmnber nght bcfore the wmter heatmg H -

s eason bcgms

Most o‘r'thc supphers oﬁ'er ﬁxad-rate plans, whlch !ock in pmes.for 8 pcnod of one to ﬁve
:'years Sorqe also offcr a vanable rate. hed to an mdox that changcs monthly Whﬂa no one can '
: ,._.';accwateiy prcdlct the ﬁlture pnoe of gas, the track recurd of tbcse few compames shows that zt is -

B x.tremely unﬁke!}' customers wull save moncy

: ": . ; ‘ For example, 25 ofSept 10 une suppher was oﬁ‘ermg to lock Chtcago consumers mto a - |
_pnce of about S] 18 per therm for four to ﬁve years Yet, Chtcago s natural gas pnces have only ‘
reachcd that fevel once in I]lmms htstory-——and that was fora smglc month The Scptembar pnce for' | : -
"--PeoplesGasanszcorGasts64centst066 ccntSpertherm o R
R "v;CUB wﬂ] be worlnng wzth social-semcc &genctcs, commumty gmups‘and [oca.f oﬁ" c:als to o

PR get the woxd out to cqnsumc:s about Lhe r:sks of sthchmg gas semce.‘ The orgamzatmn |s urgmg

R cunsumers to protectthemselves by followmg a few sxmplc ruies

Don t glvc out your ut:hty account number or oﬁmer pcrsona] mfomtat;on to any

: -_':salasperson at your door or over the phone B T S
e . Don’t si gn up for ne.w. as scrvtce on the spot—m your horne. or on the phone These 3
) 'Vare lcgally bmding contracts and you may be cha.rgcd hcfty tcmunat:on f‘ees xf you

- ‘.' ':changcyournundfater AR e N R AR
. « Call your gas company s.nd ask ln be put on thc Do Not Markct Lxst so the O
L f. 'aIternat:ve gas supphets won't bothcr you (North Shorc Gas T~866 556-6005
-1 Nlcor Gas: 1-888-642-6748 Peoples Gas: 1-86""‘ 556- 6001 ) T
. _:'If you re conﬁ;scd by a natural gas plan, call CUtB's Consumer Hotlme at 1-800--
o 669-5556 or check out thc Gas Market Momtcr at mg gze__ungul:ggBoard,arg .
CUB !S amnproﬁt, statawxde ut:hty watchdog orgammtton createcl by the state leg1s]ature

m represent the mterests of resndentxa] and small-busmess utxhty customers

312-268:3282 . . Fax; 312:-269-4328 . 800-§59-5566 . wwy, CllizensitilityBoard.org.
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2088 LaSa!Ie S1. Su:ie 1?60 . Ch:cago IL 60604

L _.Fommij{m RELEASE R ONTACT: Ji Babb .
7 Jin. 16,2007 Vel \ -

R CUB ISSUES CONSUMER ALERT AS ILLINOIS CONSUMERS SIGN UP FOR BAI} F—
e DEALS OFFERED BY UNREGULATED GAS COMP? ' S

'I’hc szens Utlllty Board (CUB) 1ssued a Consumer A!crt 'mesday, reportmg that dcsmte

. a 40 pcrccnt drop m heatmg pnccs compared mth last wmter, um-egu}ated natura] gss compames o

. _;,_‘..contmue to p:tch bad deals that could losc cusbomets hundreds of dollm-s . S SR

“People, need to be awarc oF what they are sxgnmg up for wnth thcse unregulated gas

o 'j{ .supphers," sa:d CUB Execuuve Dlrector Dawd I{olata' “Competmon should be about havmg

optwns e.nd getmxg lowcr praces but people havc spent hundreds of dolla:s morc on thcsc p}ans than

. ﬂ’ey WOUId bc Pﬂymg bY purchamg gas from thelr utiiity "

CUB s “Gas Market Monuor " an onlme tool that trgcks plans offcred by unregulated

: r;'.ompames smcc 2003 shows that of 1 ]90 ac il.;eplans 95 percent have Iost money to date
.f‘:' oompared wnth the prlcas of the ;eguiated utlhnes That means nght now thc Chxcago Cubs havc a
S ._ better chancc (8 to, 1 accordmg to one natmna[iy rccogmzed odds maker) of wmmng the Wcr]d
. _:' Senes than oonszmers do of savmg money w:th unregulated compames BB o |
e B -'ﬁ‘: “Without & mystal bali to predxct the ﬁ]turc pnce of gas 1t 5 1mpossable to know whrch plans
R are wmne:rs and w}uch plams are losers," _Kolata sald “Slgnmg up w1th onc of thcsc unregu!ated
L compmles isa blg g.amble that most consumcrs are Iosmg £ ._; ; L

“.: . .more.q Do e

312-2683-4202 - Fux: §12-263-4329 »  B00<BEY-H556 3 www. CitizensUtHityDoard. org
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N Thcregulated ut:htxes Pcoples Gas. North Shore Gas, and Nacor,Gas scrvc northem llhnozs DR

. :."'Chmccs for ?ou program, oﬁ‘ered by onplcs and North Sh ore and: Nmor’s “Customer f . :Z.

: ,_Se!ect" program aIIow cusromers tobhoosz au u.nregulated company to s'upply thclr heatmg gas

E '7 A!I:hough these pmgrams were putportedly de.sxgned to create ﬁealthy compeunon and bctter 3 ;.' -
: pnces for cunsmners, the.y havc pmven to be expenswc and confusmg, vulnerable to mxsleadmg

- .__-markenng, and lackmg reIlabIc mfonnatmn consumers nead to make. tbe nght chmce Inqumcs and =

' _complamts to CUB. . : rograms havc more than double.d compared thh Iastwu:ter
. There area few plans that beat this month’s uhitty pnces whmh range fmm 67 cents per _

_therm to 84cents pcr therm Howaver most othcr plans ﬁ‘om the unregul&ted compamcs are morc |

: i expenswe Janua.w s worst examples mcluded si. I9 per therm for ﬁve years, 99 ccnts pertherm for
S fhree years, and 95 ccms per {herm for a year,not mcludmg fees tacked cnto tbose pnces Also, |
o '::unrcgulatelecor 31ster company ma:kets a “pnce-msurance" plan that chargcs a ﬁxcd moathly bzll “
'that drffers for mdlvrdual custo:nem CUB has yct to f nd anyone who has saved money on 1t
. Customm can avo;d np—oft‘s by armmg ﬂ-:emsclves w:th gooﬂ mfonnabon and followmg a
.Q slmpletxp !!‘a company comesto the door or cnl]s you, don’t sign up for anythmg uuul you ve . | .
'- ':'_-:taken ) day to cn.r;efl‘lllty. read thc contract and research the pr;cq _ 7' A. . BES S
_ . Peoplewmh quastxons aboutthese oﬁ:rs should call CUB’S Consumer Hothnc 1-800-669-
5556 and talk te a tramed cousumcr counselor Also, CUB tius month unve:led 1ts “Wmter Snmva! '
Gmde” on 1hc websxt “Natum] Gas” page, WIWW, 15Ut1h oard oF the onIy place in’
' 'Illmms to get clear mfonnanon -on the pnces charged by thc utllmcs and unregulatcd comparues

CUB is. a nonproﬁt cornsumer gmup created by the Il!mms Legrslature to ﬁght for Lhe nghts

' of utllny wstomcrs

312-263-4282 - Fax:312-763-4329 * 800-669-5856 s www. CitizensUtityBourd.org
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_ How One P!an 'Compares to the Ut:htyPnoes'_ ‘

-UB EnecgySavinmcorp Imoﬁecedlolod(mmlrmam 19perﬁ1ermpdceforuptoﬁvayaav o
but e verage prios of gas offered by the ulftes, Nicor and Peorles Gas, has neverreached thatvel. .~

" Avwrgs nvuat Poples indNiarprices

" Avesage Nicor and Pooples prics, 19952006

 Price Per Therm

” .aef*_'.'@»?’-i@%‘@"’.ﬁ °“ é‘ °" e%“ «s“ c,&
- . s\""*qf.-

312-263.4282 v Fax 312-263-4329 . abu-ss-g-ssxe . www.CitizensUliNiyBoard,org




s

7/ z?img §

__BITIZENS UTILITY BUARDE_.-*

;

i,:FOR mnmm RELEASE o

312-263-4282 '

CUB AND U S ENERGY SE’I'I‘LE CUB COMPLAINT

e Resldentla] customers who bel:cvc thcy were mlsle,d 1nto 1ock1ng m gas pnccg with U 5
Ene.rgy for the ncxt ﬁve yenrs w111 be altowed to cancei the1r contract w1thout pena]ty and rcce}ve a
N o ".rcﬁmd under asettlement announced today T T o
g o '__ . The settlement stems fmm a complamt thc szena Utlhty Board (CUB) ﬁled Wlth the ]
L .II]mo:s Co:nmmc Comnuss:on (ICC) m Apnl '{'hc complmnt cha:gcd the company was . ‘_ ‘

- -:. - mxslmdmg customcm mto sngnmg up wﬂh the altematwe gas suppher contrazy to Illmms law..

Tt . _' Energy IS one of cnght altemauve gas supphers partlclpamng in the "customer cho:ce” P
- - . pmgrams olfﬁzred by Nlcor Gas, Peoples Gas and North Shore Gas Altematwe supphers gener:ally
ot offor cither 2 fixed rate, locked i for a penod of one to ﬁve years, or 2 vanablc rats tncd to an mdex
i --f_",_.ﬂmtchangesmonﬂﬂy L : SR :'. C
- Under the sertlemcnt, customers w:ll be el:gibie for a reﬁmd based upon the d:fference

. bctween Ihe pnce of gas under their contract wn‘.h U Energy and What they would have pald had' -

" they 9;&crwnse remamed w:th Nwor 0r Peop'les Under the cont{act the company may charge an )
early tex:l;:mat:on fee based orr the amount of unused gas ovar the szc of the contract Under the

- .:A sctﬂcment, those fees w:ll be wa:ved. L e L |

e xe plmed U S Energy has workcd thh its to resoEve thxs comp]amt and that

o custorners who belxeve they were m:sled wﬂl reccwe a refund » CUB Execuhve Director Dawd

Kolata smd , s . o
- In addmon U S Energy hus agreed to supplcment the tmmmg of itg mdcpcndent sales:

- lagcnls and the hand]mg o’fcustnmer comp]amts and to pmwdc CUB w:th copies of alf marketing

. -'matenals -

N ....'mqrg'.....

31z-283-4282 . Fax: 312-263-4328 '« BO0:BBY-5556 ' www.CltizensUtityBesrd.org

S MBI RH T

208 8, Lasalle SU. Suite 1760+ Chicago, IL 60604



'I‘o obtam the mﬁmd, customers must ﬁII out a cfalm form attestlng that they s:gncd up for ‘- '

ie:minatc theu* conn'act Thc rcﬁmd proccss wﬂl begm 30 days aﬁcr the ICC proceedmg is

B CUB is. a nonproﬁt smtemde utihty watchdog orgamzatton crcated by the state leglsl aturc to' - ,

L -rcprcscnt t'he mterests of res:dcntlal and srnal] busmess utlhty customcrs For more mfomlatlon on’ |
_ . ::orgamzanon £ efforts to protect cousumcrs, call the CUB Consumer Hntlme at I 800 669-5556 or '.
; wsst www c!tlzensunmyboard org, ‘ TR '

. thc servwe due to a mlstakcn “1mpresswn gn«'cn by 1he saIes agent and conﬁrmmg that they wmh to" : S

N2-203:4782 - = Faxl 312-263-4328 - 800-669-5546 . www. CilizensttiiityBoard. arg
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STNG :: Deqéﬁtion at your doorstep : . ' . Page 1 of 1

‘Einck to reguinr Visw. » Prin this pags ; -

" Deception at your doorstep B
o ;m;m:»mw.wm:mmmm&wmmmmmu tnide}

o T_Mardas 2008
%1 "By David Kolata.

*: ¥ Suyons day, dOOI‘-lﬂ-dOOf salesman guaranlees you savings on. your naturel gbs bil, e claiims to work w:ihﬁ-‘ RO
~. the governmeny, oc with Peoples Gas or Nicor.- Maybe ha:asks you'to sign s petilion for"léwer gas- prices’ He' R
';. can i?l:aks you nb 8 rate of $1.09 por then'n rorﬁva yaars You'H be pmlactad from futurs rate hlkes m ’

RN ;-—‘PWS‘I D!Hsn'l badwhan youro pay:ng moreﬂ'xsnstiagalion.m ﬁﬂ upyuurcarhe saiesman says And mth
& namaliﬁaus EnergySnvlngsCocp,howcunyougowrong? '

.. thl you don'l know is that this gas 'dearl‘ rates among iha worst ever in mtnais Your bius skyrocket and to .
-‘.Bxﬁﬂlis'deﬂ youmuslpayhundredsotdoiars. BRI .

CUB’s datnhaae has ﬂ’musands of nompialnls just lﬂc& lhls, and our Gas Matkel Mornitor shows that U 8. Enargy
.. customers have losl ndreds of dollars on average, in 2008, the company promised (o ifprovs after CUB .
T acomsed IFof decaplive marketing - but since then we've-gotlen. 1,600 U.S. Enengy complaints. Add to. that a

- ransnl mdefmvar TVprob«a and U 8. Er:argra braick ramrd !ooks about es bad 2g. Its fugh-pr{cad plans '

£ ._:.'-Chlcm‘a 0832 revaaled Ihal u.s. Enargy sales trahaes were encomged to guammea savings and offer
- : . protection from *any of the upcoming price ircreasas,” falgely Implying that customears would be sh!elded from
Lo the rwmt 571 mmmPaopJes Gas mcreas& AEI Chicago oansumsl's pay lhat "delivery rate hlka, o ;

: _' ;-' CBG a!so repozted !hal !mnees wm advised lo cumpaco a 'lherm (abaut how much natum! gas it lakss tn mn
‘" a typical fumece far an hour) Io a galton of gasoline - a completsly différent commaodity. Ona !rainar ewen -
’ bragged he wu!d soﬂlo somebodywho doesa't apaaka l[ck of Engllsh CBS revealad PRI

- U.S Enwgy responded thslall Ihma salas taclm were unauﬂ\ortzed Iflhal dafense Y lma, lt }uslshm that
-|ha oompany Iacks tha managariaj cspabiliﬂes recwlfad lo oversee a sales foroe A

:As eomptaims pl!ed up. oonwmer advonates sard anough Is anough Attomey anara! Lisa Mau’;gan has sued:, rhL
"t make LS, Energy compensala customens who were chested - apd Justthis week, CUB, AARFE WWingia, and’ © 7
- Cilizen- Action/illincia:fled & decaplive-marketing complaint witl state regulators. The nomplalnt ask§themto " . . .
: : :ban.\.S; Energy's deceplive laclics, wlps cut |Ilegally hrgh “elt™ fees, lavy fines and oonsider rsvokfng the N
mmpaﬂy’s ceriiﬁcalkm to oparake - A

s youfaal us. Energg detrauded you. fls an-onﬁne wmp!aint with CLIB (www, C!ﬂzensUhlityBoard org), wdte :
us(m S LaSaﬂa SL. Sfa. 1760 Chicagu !L 60804) or. Fax us (312-263—4329)y0ur compia:nt. N

U S Enerny denies ﬂml!t,guamntuau savings, bul lhai's a waak arguman! I‘or a oompanymsa mlddla name :
. I8~ literally ~ “savings.” Just rermembern leen its lrack mcord the !aat fnw years. withy U.s Enargy Sevmgs
"Commsawngs'mhnamecniy B e _

Clizons Uttty Soard skeiutive director David Kolata wntes a oa!wnn eecb monrh To raach cus, cal! (wo) '

Swmormﬂmaflzensum#yboamOfg - RN RURTR o

Ml!iates YounseaaauwmlﬁmatﬁbemlSeethhmeso Auhslﬁﬂarcrzcimcago Homasl
M,&qﬁ!ﬂn@h&ﬂﬁm@&a&i&mlm

Exprass Links: TV, J.Jstmgs | Video | Yallow.Rages | Submisslansi Obifuenes I Em!ng In l Beslaurmnt Reviaws
S Adverhsmg | Matfipt.
® qurlght 20608 Digltal Chicago. tnc. | Terma of Use -fP_:wacLEc}m SHRE!IEE_‘QH*G_MHﬂ

ey é{«{ .élmawﬂ &utbwwnstar .com/business/825325, 030508cubco]umn articleprint 31712008



' Cousum,er.pdal_ition_al]c'géé'tha.t_ U.S, Energy Savmgs Corp. tricked seniors and non-Engli.. Page i of ]

3 StoryURL. mpﬂnm mummmwem edu;duugomem,aspxm-aossr
: smammum Y2008 41260 PMCST .- ;

-:": c:onsumer coalltion alleges that U s Energy Savlngs Corp tricked seniors and non-
:_Engl!sh speakers into paying mnrq for gas SRR - SRR RN

. 2001 -2007 Mo Raperts  Ohicag, Nothwosiom Uiversly. A pubicalon f i measee. "

z/ine medlll.northwestem edw/chicago/news.aspxTid=803R7 37172008
ST T é{gm% 8 P 5 .




US. Energy Savings' sales practices fﬁmd_u_]cnt, ppn_sunﬁ:r:_émups allege - chicago&{.bﬁE... Page 1of 1

www chxcagotnbune conﬁbusmess!ch:—tuc-bnefl-consumer~groups~1mar04 1 1606589 story B . T

une com :

_ -The 'I‘ lcker US‘ENERGY SAVINGS

; U S _VEnergy Savmgs salespractlces fraudulent consumer gmups

S _if:_March 4, 2008
o "I'h:ce consumcr Bctlwst groups ﬁled a complamt Monda
* with the Ilinois Commerce Commission alleging that
natural gas-supplier 1.S. En ergy Savmgs Corp uses
g I=:.'f‘mudu]ent salca pmctlccs ' :

Thc C;uzens Utlhty Board AARP Ilhnozs and Cltzzcn
Action/THinois want the state regulator to ban the 000

... Toronto-based company's sales tactics, fine it $‘10'00 or.
" each violation of the law and ccnsuier rcvokmg its
o Operate m the state B :

o CUB s clarm' CUB sald it has recewed 1,500 customer.
. complaints about U.S. Energy Savmgs since January
2007:.The group said U,S. Energy Sawngs saiespcople

. ‘posed.as govermnment cmployees, falsely guaranteed <.

lower gas bxlis, and targeted semor cmzcns and non-Enghsh S]:eakers

- T "I‘he ﬁrm !ocks m customers rate for as Inng as. ﬁve years CUB es‘umates that 99- percent of customcrs L
o "have lost money by sw;tchmg from theu' regulatcd ut:hty to U S Energy Savmgs= ST '

..Pagc compxled from T nbune staff wrrc rcports ‘_ =

"Copynght @ 2008 thagg_Ian

cagotribune.com/business/chi-tue-briefl-consumer- s-imar04,1,385637,.. 3/7/2
nl,l&ﬁhht,s%}fm § m@m g : " er-group o 008.
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CTODAY'S FEATURES EAr T

{Crain's) — Three camsunver gmupt ﬂlad % naw. oomplahr. Monday wilh nlala u!ﬂny regulatom
" sgsins| U.S. Enargy Savings Carp & na{uml gasmarka!ur whosn ssmng pracllces have' bsen
" source o!mtmversyhihe past. * o . SR

g In.dhelr ;mh‘lion lho Chizuns Ulkly Board (CUB). MRP llllnota' 3nd cmmn-kliurmmms askwd lhu
- Mingis Commerce Comnission Io ordor L5, Energy 1o slop some of itz lardics, sumina!a hagh tuae
. 111& Ty mmges qusiomers [o get oul, of thair oonlrac:is am rina U 9 Enemy for any wniaimns )

Wsl Places To Work in Chicugo :‘_ l .
; Thwe cimpanms hayt greak beoat, g poiks g
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s the state, *We balievs al & minimum U,S. Enargy shol.ld have fs nerlrﬁcaﬂan aemporanly :
’Jamovod. says Oireld Kalatn, sxacuilve dinscior of CUB

' "CUB negntialad a aeﬂhmenl with U8, Emmy In 20&6 n whlch the fitn agmd o mnml soma
“ customer confracie without charglng penalﬁes Bul shca thah'CUB sws' ﬁhaﬂ l“émivad Mare
) ~thon 1 suammplasms. R ; :

T SeeMoe
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. CLAR]FICA TION

) A n artzcle in Tuasday’s Bu.s inass .rectzon referred to a
-dlspure berween areligious group, Sisters of the meg B
. _'Wom‘ and U.S. Energy Savings Corp., a gas. utility, Tf’re ‘.

. "story should have made clear that the utility walved 4 - §

‘i penalty fee-when the nuns canceled tﬁeir cantract w:th 3
.-kelpﬁoman autszd@party LT T

. A group of Ch:cago-arca ouns clanns that an unregul

e [-attorney general, pressurcd them’ mto mgmng an’
L explmtatwe contract L ‘

' The S1sters of the wang Word are among hundrods of customers who aﬂege tbat salesmen for U S -
- Energy Savmgs Corp. misled them about cutting their gas bills. The nuns agreed to five-year contracts :: o]

~ Nunsallege gas supplier misled them - chicagotribune.com Page 1 of 2

. www chtcagom“hune comfbusmessfchl~tues __gougefoblz 0 6895161 story

;.—"j_l‘-chlcagotnbune com_, |

Ve "Nuns allege gas suppher rmsled them

‘natural gas utility, since charged with ﬁ'aud by the: Illm :

o ‘ _=that !ocked in rates a!most 50 percent hlgher than those currently offercd by roguiated umimes

L 'Whe.n ﬂlﬂ trcasurer for the Roman Cathol:c order at’te.mpted to oanccl contracts for gas for Lwo '

:apartme.nts wﬁh U S Enorgy Savmgs, the Toronto—based company tned to oharge an addmonnl .‘BI 1801

"Our mlssmn is Jeoparchzcd by thrs nccdloss oxpense - the ordcr 3 troasuror M:chaol bebs Wrote ina -

Iettcr to thc szens Uhhty Board, whlch ncgotxatod w:th U S Energy Savmgs to, revoke the pcnalty :

T ,A spokesman for U S Energy Savmgs sald it bohavcd pmpr:rly and that "The sister who hdd verified the

.contracts had no coricerns with the content of o_ur mdependent contraotor‘s vvut and was sansﬁod w:th

e our response to and resolution of the matte:r

‘ Separate]y, the ]lhnozs attorney general iast week ﬁlcd suit agamst us. Enorgy Savmgs after Ieceiving

e more tin 450 complaints. The attorney general's office asked the firm to stop'deceptive practices, pay -

$50,000 for-each'incident.of fraud; pay another $10,000 fine for'any violation involving a buyer aver 65, .
:rcscmd any contracts .slgned ona fmudulent basts and rcpay ovcrcharged customcrs

.LlVing Word was not c:tcd in the suit, but Ilhnms Atty Gen. Llsa Madigan sald “That‘s pmbably one of

e, ?-,EL:k_l@}gﬂwa%gi‘oagonibune.oomfbusincss!ch_i-tucs ,_gougefeb12,0,1703110,print.story 212212008 .



: ':_’:to teach rchglon, according to the. Arlmgton Hcights-bascd order's Web sue

Nuns allege gas supplier misled them -- chibago!;ibuna.cam- ' i s | - . Page? Qf?

.+ -, -the most egregious examples you can find beéimse it offends your moral sensibilities”

h In August and October sister Joanne lngoglia s;gncd contracts for two apartments near O'Hare o
. International Airport. Ingoglia ministered to-heroin addicts; served-as a school pnnclpal and conhnucs .

o “The letter sent to CUB cla.xms a saiesman representmg U S Encrgy Savmgs subjccted hcr to hzgh- N RN

o . prbssurc {actxcs and promlsed that savmga on the cost of s werg 100 perccnt ccrtam A

S 7 average of $676 more over the hfe of thelr multlyear contracts

T customer complamts

I Peoples Gas spokcsman Rod Stem sald hxs company docs nct e.ndorsc any alternatwc uhhty, whnch

L ':'IA CUB analysm predxcts that Peoplcs Gas customers who svntc_hed 10 U'S., Energy Savmgs wrll pa} m

- ,The Bettcr Busmess Bureau's Web sﬂte says U S Energy Savmgs has an unsansfactory record due to R

o Smistbe. approved by tha IIImors Commcrcc Commlssmn bcfore it can mar]-:et 10 a: rcgulated ut1l|ty 8-

B '-‘customers

S ;'Savmgq dees

I"Once they have thc blessmg from the State of Illmoas to be a. marketer,:we can't do anythmg to not let
« them be," said Sierra, explalmng that h}s firm can only momtor and' rcspond to what U 8. Energy
L - "'C UB excc:utwe dxrector Davnd Kolata smd:regulated’utllmes need to be more v:g:fant

. "Under the rules uf t‘ms program Peoples Gas IS nesponmble. for pohcmg

3 Kolata said "Pcoples
' -Gas needs to; step up to the plate e ' ‘

. ,;.(;opynght @ 2008 C‘hlgag ;;:hl,ulc

. 3 " - M / “ I * )
#m&q&gomhumfcanﬂbmmcss chi-tues_gougefeb12,0,170311C,print.story . 212272008
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;short fall $14 miltion short hut let 5 buy the Domlmck's property for $6 5 rmlhon and: thcn we e can pay some

.. ‘more consultants a couple of milkion to figure out what to do with that [and, Then we’ll probably offer somebody’
“money.to build more condos and townhouses. To those who insist the village spend:$20,000 to.get their stumps R
‘removed, put & fovely pot of flowers on top- and enJoy.' "Problem solved Instcad Glcnvww w11I solvc 1ts S
ﬁnancm! problems byrmsmgthetaxes" L 5 R B

-

;:Dolph Z fms higher fues w:ﬂ drive more good people away. from Glenview “We

~can hardly recall seeing a5 many FOR SALE signs.as now.proliferate in our community, Many properties have
‘been standmg empty for an unusually lopg period of time, particularly McMansions In today's Sun Times,a. . .
“reader wrots that the Chicago area resounds with:a-similar scenario, and commented that many of the FOR -
.SALE. sngns ‘might be a-result of forcclosurcs and. connnumg property tax hikes.: The author further nioted - _
that proper.ty owners may leave the area to avoid gouging by. local government. I am wondering how long it wdl
-+ take in'Chicago or Glenview for those in'government to discover that the well of over-taxed residents has run
", !.dry. This thought occurred to méas’ Iread that’ vxllagc ofﬁc:als ar -stﬂl spendmg, spendmg, spendmg, wh:le ‘

o _"threatenmg to mcrease propcrty taxes ‘, _ _ : A

- And JNA says those McMansions are making ﬂnodmg in G!envnew worsa. “Hcip' I 'm the wcum of a -
" ', McMansion, It was msanely apparent In the recent storm, but ¢ven'a light rain or the neighbor's lawn sprinkler
- -would be enough to make a portuon of my backyard.a mughy. mess; This.is what happens when you take ; a 7 200—
e .’square-foot]ot, make half of it impervious roof and pavemtent and the remainder impervious due tothe :
.- construction equipment compaction of the a].rcady tight clay soils, Believe me, six-foot. fayer of top 3011 over
. this compacted soil does ot ghsorb much water; It is also'the reason mmost mature trees on a‘lot will probab]y
o 'dnc within g  couple of years of conslmctmn So. much for Tree City USA! When this- dcveIOper finished his - .
" grading, the yard leading up to his hous¢ was about three feet higher than mine. “That’s a slope of three feet over
| 30-foot sh'ctch of land. And 10 top it off, the new development was 10 feet htghcr at.our. pmpcrty line than the. .
- '--_ongma} existing grade, creating a sharp dmp off hetween our-yards. ‘Since moving into my house in 2001,T -
- have attempted to control the ﬂoodmg issue in my yard §0 45 not fo impose on my neighbors, ‘1 have created
< swales, installed a French drain, & dry well, a rain garden, amended the soils to make thém. drain-better, all of
: .- which were essentially negated. by the building.of a McMansion. ' am.now waiting for the developcr-owned
" "“home immediately to the north of me to-start construetion, I called the village; and an inspector came out. ‘He .
/.. wag hélpful-and inderstanding; and by the weekend the neighbor’s landscaperhad installed s shallow swale
oy "'.a.!ong the: property line wmtercept the runoﬁ" That Was an’ accepmbla solution’ for me, but only & band ald to a .
arger: problem -What 1 want to. know is how can I get the developer.or v:llagc to re.qunrc ‘that all new - :
" developments, include storm: water ‘retention on their land or installation of a storm sewer. -1 urge. others W1th thrs '
-problem to. rcad Section IV of the Vzllagc Engmeenng Standards which sre available on thie village website: =
, "And the next time we have anoﬂ:cr big storm, I invite you to’ bring your kayaks and raﬁs to my house I'm prc:tty
o ':sure I Iﬁ%ﬂt Jeast: Clasalﬂ__pids-gomg down my dnveway from the lots behlnd me.” ' ‘

_ 'rjetta Saunders 'warns neighbors of an energy sqm “Yestcrday I recewad a brochure in the ma[l
o ffenng *Guaranteed Lower Gas Price this wmter was very appaalmg, s0'] checked it out with CUB, the

- Citizens' Uuhty Board of lllinois. They said the:¢ co eny that sent a mass mathng to Glenview is one of several
' "currenlly scalnnung the pubhq.____U;B,ae@uaﬂy’Tms & poster Warming consumers about:this. T hope: neighborhood
~ groups, the senior cmmnd‘the - perk district will post it:s0 people don't get tricked. Talso called NICOR (1-888-
- 642-6748) to have’ my number put on the Gas’ Utﬁ:hes Do Not Call last. More mformatlon and 2 Press. release on
- th:s scam can be found at www,CluzensUnhtyBea:d org : A _

' CCL wag distnrbed by aur cla!m that free~roammg cats threaten popu]atlons of rare grassland blrds that
' nest on the ground: “The destruction of natural habitat by human ‘development causes much more harm to bird .
.- populations than cats. Did you know that cats-are the animals most tortured by humans? I cringe whenever they

arg unfairly maligned, as Twomyit adds fuei to thosc who feel justlf' ed in such behawors By the: way, I'do keep
'my cats mdoors for their own safety ' A

) YOUR TURN: Writs to gienv[gwwatch@ol,ggm or 3537 MapIe, ‘Leaf Drive, Glenview, IL 60026 If you
haven’t already done so, please consider making a contribution to support The Watch. Non-deductible checks
should be payable to Glenview Watch. Thanks for your support and forreading. Dean Schott and Sandy

BB, Fudve S-pORTRY

ve llvcd m Glﬂm"c""-for"--"-l i -
;0ver 40 years, zaised our children to adulthood here and.cajoyed the pleasure of good neighbors all arpund.us. ¥ >~~~ 4 E
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o _:ammmar_m e;mums.um -

:Don't get burned by bad deals ln natura[ gas' mad-(af
'mmmmmmummm ';@;azyagmmmmmcla) -

__Soptember 26, 2007

o Bynavld K:uam

s Dh S ; Lel’s faca il a lot ofp&opfa Ilke to gambte And y0u have to admu & occasianal 1ﬁp to the biackjack or poker '
o j1atnl|acanbeu:iotct‘fu ) . ) : e o )

S But there‘s one bet you ahou!d bowans c;lL awrwhhg natural gas mmpanles -

. tf you'va baen a:pproachod by one oftne new unregu!amd gas suppnam I”ke U.s. Enemy. Nicor Advancad .
" Energy or Santanna Energy Services, you knaw the slory. They're on the phone,.in the mall and going door te
. door across the-Chicago area paddiing plans that oﬂm “peace of mind" from skymckethg heatlng bille’ by .
"locldng ln‘nalural\gas prics-s for up to ﬁve yeals . . S .
Ghren the vulaliltly of energy markels Iately ~and the natural gas marketin paritcular who doesm't wanl peace
ofmlnd'ﬁomsoaﬁngmiumtgasbl{s‘? ] _ .

I!'s a oomforlmg thougﬂ

But lhese plans oﬁar anylh!ng bul oomfort. ln fact, thsy'ro dDwnrlghl nsky

‘That’s hecausa whenyou opt for an unr&gulatad sup,piler ycu ra actually bemng on the fu!ura price of natural
gas. In order tomve. gas prices wmhave to climb hlghar than lh&month}y pnce yau'rs pay!ng, &nd than. some. -

Howgoodabellsthat?

Alerdble ona. accordmg loiha Cltzens Utility Board‘s Gas Market Momtor. found at -
www. dltzensulllityboard org LA . AR N .

The- monltor sa on&of-a%dnd online tool lhat tracks lhe on‘ers or unregulated nalma! gas sum)hars and
compamethemtouﬁﬂlypﬂcas A ; R ; _ .

“That analysis shows 93 pefcent of the deals offered by lhese néw suppilers 50 far ara monay losers for
oonsumm And lhe Eossas are’ huge. an average of $270-plus dudng tha Mfa Df the: Dlm .

Has. anyons aavad money by mllchmg gas suppiwars? In iha four-yaar h[story of r.ha program a faw cuslomers
havs Bul at lhe pdoes balm offared today you e gat 8 mud) belter shot at tha blackjack tab{e -

For exampla one- aggresswa markaler ls semng ) plan thal locks customers m at‘s't 18" per therm for four 16
‘fiva years. Tha Chicago area's naturalgis prices hava spiked (hat high only onca in lindis history - for. a single
monlh in 2005. The Sep!amber pdce ror Paoples Gas and Nicor ls alrmsl harf that., 64 to 66 oents per therm o

' Ofcourse. you need a cryslal ball to accuralsty pradfct nalurai gas pricas

Bmt\ased on the track record, !t‘s clear tha unregulatad au;;phﬂre are chargfng a huge premJum for IheJr '
service. and ywrchances of. savinq money wllh mem are sEim to nane.: ) '

1

Buuhme aimplaf rulas can. proiodynu from gewng bumad in 1he nalura! gas marl-:at' Don I glva out your .
accountnumber.or. personal information to any sales person at the door or. over.the phone; don't sign up forany
new gas ptan on the spot; and ask.your utility toput you on their "Do"Not Manket" st tfyuu don‘t want {o ba
bothared by lelemarketers or door-to—donr natucal gag saiespeople -

ilysouthtown.com/business/573920,092607kolata.articleprint S 10/1/2007
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LT ‘Andy ﬂ‘the gamhﬂng bug b:les you head to the cesino :ru be a: Iol more fun and probab!y 8 lot iess cos(ly

e .Ciﬂzms Uil!?ty Board executive diracfor Daw'd Ko!ala wn‘fes & eonsumer news eafumn the last Wednesday of
Do _raad! manth. To mach CUB ca!{ (800} 889-5556 or a-mal’i rnfo@CﬂIzensU!rﬁtyBaard org R ;
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",;Utllny board warns of gas’ marketing scams
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