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Docket No. 09-W 

COMES NOW Central Illinois Light Company, d/b/a AmerenCILCO 

("AmerenCILCO"), Central Illinois Public Service Company, d/b/a AmerenCIPS 

("AmerenCIPS") and Illinois Power Company, d/b/a AmerenIP ("AmerenIP") 

(collectively the "Ameren Illinois Utilities" or "AIUs") and pursuant to Section 16-111.8 

of the Public Utilities Act ("PUA"), 220 ILCS 51116-118.8 state the following: 

1. The Ameren Illinois Utilities provide the sale and delivery of natural gas 

and delivery of electricity, and are public utilities as defined by Section 3-105 of the 

PUA, 220 ILCS 5/3-105. 

2. The authority for the AIUs to file this rider stems from recently enacted 
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legislation, PA 96-0033. The authority for the Commission to approve the rider is but one 

element of this new, comprehensive legislation. Utilities are now obligated by law to put 

in place a Permanent Percentage ofIncome Payment Program, arrearage reduction plans, 

and gas energy efficiency programs, among other legislative protocols. Further the 

utilities are obligated to provide $22 million in funding assistance. Of this amount, the 

AIUs will provide an amount of$10.25 million. 



3. The subject legislation details the parameters of an uncollectibles rider, 

that is a electric utility shall be pennitted, at its election, to recover through an automatic 

adjustment clause tariff the incremental difference between its actual uncollectible 

amount as set forth in Account 904 in the utility's most recent annual FERC Fonn I and 

the uncollectible amount included in the utility's rates for the period reported in such 

annual FERC Fonn 1. 

4. The Commission may, in a proceeding to review a general rate case filed 

subsequent to the effective date of the tariff establish under the statute, prospectively 

switch from using the actual uncollectible amount set forth in Account 904 to using net 

write-offs in such tariff, but only ifnet write-offs are also used to detennine the utility's 

uncollectible amount in rates. In the even the Commission requires such a change, it shall 

be made effective at the beginning ofthe first full calendar year after the new rates 

approved in such proceeding are first placed in effect and an adjustment shall be made, if 

necessary, to ensure the change does not result in double-recovery or unrecovered 

uncollectible amounts for any year. 

5. The statute defines "uncollectible amount" to mean the expense set forth 

in Account 904 of the utility's FERC Fonn I or cost of net write-offs as appropriate. In 

the event the utility'S rates changes during the period of time reported in its most recent 

annual FERC Fonn I, the uncollectible amount included in the utility's rates during such 

period of time for purposes of this Section will be the weighted average, based on 

revenues earned during such period by the utility in the utility's rates at the beginning of 

such period and at the end of such period. This difference may either be a charge or a 

credit to customers depending on whether the collectible amount is more or less than the 

uncollectible amount then included in the utility's rates. 



6. The statute provides further that the tariff may be established outside the 

context of a general rate case filing and shall specify the terms of any applicable audit. 

The Commission shall review and by order approve, or approve as modified, the 

proposed tariff within 180 days after the date on which it is filed. Charges and credits 

under the tariff shall be allocated to the appropriate customer class or classes. In 

addition, customers who purchase their electric supply from an alternative retail electric 

supplier shall not be charged by the utility for uncollectible amounts associated with 

electric supply provided by the utility to the utility's customers. 

7. Upon approval of the tariff, the utility shall, based on the 2008 FERC 

Form I, apply the appropriate credit or charge based on the full year 2008 amounts for 

the remainder of the 2010 calendar year. Starting with the 2009 FERC Form I reporting 

period and each subsequent period, the utility shall apply the appropriate credit or charge 

over a 12-month period beginning with the June billing period and ending with the May 

billing period, with the first such billing period beginning Jun 2010. 

8. Notwithstanding the uncollectible tariff being in effect, the utility shall 

pursue minimization of and collection of un collectibles through the following activities, 

including, but not limited to: 

I. identifying customers with late payments; 

2. contacting the customers in an effort to obtain payment; 

3. providing delinquent customers with information about possible options; 

including payment plans and assistance programs; 

4. servicing disconnect notices; 

5. implementing disconnections based on the level of un collectibles; and 

6. pursuing collection activities based on the level of un collectibles. 



9. Information sheet filings will be filed and shall include supporting 

information no later than the 20th of the month preceding the effective date of the 

adjustment factors. An information sheet with supporting information filed after that 

date, but prior to the effective date, shall be accepted only if it corrects an error or errors 

from a timely filed information sheet for the same effective date. 

10. The law provides that the legislature also required an annual reconciliation 

with the Commission, no later than August 31, seeking initiation of an annual review to 

reconcile all amounts collected with the actual uncollectible amount in the proper period. 

As part of its review, the Commission shall verify that the utility collects no more and no 

less than its actual uncollectible amount in each applicable FERC Form 1 reporting 

period. The Commission shall review the prudence and reasonableness of the utility's 

actions to pursue minimization and collection of uncollectibles which shall include, at a 

miminum, the 6 enumerated criteria set forth in Paragraph 8 above. Section 16-111.8 

provides that the Commission shall determine any required adjustments and may include 

suggestions for prospective changes in current practices. Nothing in the statute or the 

implementing tariffs shall affect or alter the electric utility'S existing obligation to pursue 

collection ofuncollectibles or the electric utility's right to disconnect. The status 

provides further that the Company shall file a petition annually with the Commission no 

later than August 31, seeking initiation of an annual review to reconcile all uncollectible 

amounts collected with the actual uncollectible amount in the prior period. The 

information submitted is intended to allow the Commission to verify that the Company 

collects the actual uncollectible amount in each applicable ICC Form 21 reporting period. 

The Company will provide information to support its efforts to pursue minimization and 

collection of un collectibles. 



11. The AIUs shall file a petition annually with the Commission no later than 

August 31, seeking initiation of an annual review to reconcile all uncollectible amounts 

collected with the actual uncollectible amount in the prior period. The information 

submitted is intended to allow the Commission to verify that the AIUs collect the actual 

uncollectible amount in each applicable ICC Form 21 reporting period. The AIUs will 

provide information to support its efforts to pursue minimization and collection of 

uncollectibles. 

12. In support of Riders EUA - Electric Uncollectible Adjustment and GUA-

Gas Uncollectible Adjustment, filed contemporaneously with this Petition is the direct 

testimony of Robert J. Mill, identified as Ameren Ex. 1.0. Mr. Mill explains some of the 

detail surrounding Riders EUA and GUA. 



Dated: August 31, 2009 

Respectfully Submitted, 

CENTRAL ILLINOIS LIGHT COMPANY 
d/b/a AmerenCILCO 

CENTRAL ILLINOIS PUBLIC SERVICE 
COMPANYd/b/a AmerenCIPS 

ILLINOIS POWER COMPANY 
d/b/a AmerenIP 

Edward Fitzhenry 
Managing Associate General C 
Ameren Illinois Utilities 
One Ameren Plaza 
1901 Chouteau Avenue 
St. Louis, Missouri 63103 
(314) 554-3533 (voice) 
(314) 554- 4014 (fax) 
efitzhenrv@ameren.com 

Matthew R. Tome 
Associate General Counsel 
Ameren Illinois Utilities 
One Ameren Plaza 
1901 Chouteau Avenue 
St. Louis, Missouri 63103 
(314) 554-4673 (phone) 
(314) 554-4014 (fax) 
mtomc@ameren.com 



VERIFICATION 

I, Craig D. Nelson, certify that: (i) I am Vice President, , Regulatory Affairs and 

Services for the Ameren Illinois Utilities; (ii) I have read the foregoing Petition; (iii) I 

am familiar with the facts stated therein; and (iv) the facts are true and correct to the best 

of my knowledge. 

SUBSCRIBED and SWORN to 
before me this day of 2t; T>, 

A~"",+, 2009. 

Notary Public 

Craig D. Nelson 
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