
STATE OF ILLINOIS 

ILLINOIS COMMERCE COlVlMISSION 


May4,2009 

City of Chicago, 
Petitioner, 

v. T09-0056 

Metra Electric and Canadian National Railroad, 
Respondents. 

Petition for authorization to reconstruct the Oakwood Boulevard Bridge over 
Metra Electric and Canadian National Railroad (formerly Illinois Central 
Railroad) an elevated viaduct, a vehicular roadway and pedestrian walkway 
located over the tracks of the Metra Electric and Canadian National Rail Road 
in the City of Chicago, County of Cook and State of Illinois, and for a waiver of 
the clearance requirements of 92 III. Admin. Code, Section 1500. 

Mr. Jack A. Pace 
Senior Counsel 
City of Chicago 
30 N. LaSalle St., Suite 900 
Chicago, IL 60602 

Dear Mr. Pace: 

Receipt is acknowledged of the original and three (3) copies of the Petition filed May 1, 2009 in 
the above matter. 

All future correspondence/pleadings should be filed and addressed to: Mr. Dave 
Lazarides, Director of Processing, Illinois Commerce Commission, 527 East Capitol Avenue, 
Springfield, IL 62701 or you may file the original electronically through E-docket if you have an 
account. To apply for an account, please log on to www.icc.illinois.gov and apply for an E-docket 
account. 

Processing and Information Section 

KI 

Cc: Staff: Mr. Brian Vercruysse 
Mr. John Henriksen, CNIIC 
Mr. Thomas Healey, CN/IC 

Mr. Joseph Lorenzini, METRA 
Mr. Anthony Ognibene, METRA 
Mr. Thomas G. Byrne, Chicago-DOT 

527 East Capitol Avenue, Springfield, Illinois 62701 [217]782-4654] 

http:www.icc.illinois.gov


ORIGINAL 
STATE OF ILLINOIS 

ILLINOIS COMMERCE COMMISSION ~riS©milW1E~ 
MAY 1 2009 

illinois CC:ljl·i>ii.i~ ~UHli1USSIOIIPetition for authorization to reconstruct ) 
RAIL ,':'AF~r{SECTIONthe Oakwood Boulevard Bridge over Metra ) 

Electric and Canadian National Railroad ) 
(formerly Illinois Central Railroad) ) 
an elevated viaduct, a vehicular roadway and ) 
pedestrian walkway located over the tracks of ) 
the Metra Electric and Canadian National Rail ) 
Road in the City of Chicago, County of Cook ) 
and State of Illinois, and for a waiver of the ) 
clearance requirements of 92 Ill. Admin.Code, ) 
Section 1500. ) 

PETITION 

The City of Chicago ("City), by its attorney Mara S. Georges, Corporation Counsel, 

hereby petitions the Illinois Commerce Commission ("Commission") for authority to reconstruct 

Oakwood Boulevard Bridge from, an elevated viaduct, vehicular roadway and pedestrian 

walkway thereto, which is located over tracks of the Metra Electric and Canadian National 

Railroad (formerly the Illinois Central Railroad) in Chicago, Illinois, and for a waiver of the 

Commission's clearance requirements set forth in 92 Ill. Adm. Code, Section 1500. In support 

of the petition, the City states as follows: 

1. 	 The Commission has jurisdiction of the subject matter of this petition and of the 

petitioner pursuant to Chapter 18 of the Illinois Commercial Transportation Law. 625 

ILCS 5/18c-7401. 

2. 	 Oakwood Boulevard is a minor arterial in the City of Chicago which runs in an east-west 

direction and, at this location, is a primary mover of vehicular and pedestrian traffic to 

and from Lake Shore Drive and the Lake Front. 

DOCKETED 
MAY - 41001 



3. 	 The Oakwood Viaduct is an overhead structure spanning numerous railroad tracks of 

Metra and Canadian National. 

4. 	 The City desires to reconstruct the Oakwood Boulevard Viaduct and hereby seeks 

authorization from the Commission for this reconstruction project. A drawing of the 

proposed reconstruction plan has been prepared by Edwards and Kelcey, consulting 

engineers, and is attached as Group Exhibit A. 

5. 	 The City plans to secure funds for this project (Federal Highway Administration) 

pursuant to the Federal Intermodal Surface Transportation Efficiency Act of 1991 which 

provides for 80% Federal and 20% State monies. 

6. 	 The City does not seek at this time any contribution of funds for this reconstruction 

project from the Metra, Canadian National or from the Grade Crossing Protection Fund. 

7. 	 The existing and proposed vertical clearances of the Oakwood Boulevard Viaduct from 

bottom of I-Beam to top of rail are attached as Exhibit B. 

8. 	 The City hereby requests that the Commission waive its clearance requirements of92 Ill. 

Adm. Code Section 1500 (formerly General Order 22). 

9. 	 The reason that compliance with 92 Ill. Adm. Code Section 1500 cannot be met and a 

waiver is requested by the City is as follows: with respect to vertical clearances, the 

reconstructed Oakwood Boulevard Viaduct must maintain a profile similar to the existing 

one in order to meet existing approach grade requirements. 

10. 	 Metra Electric and Canadian National Rail Road have no objection to this 


reconstruction plan. The City will be obligated to maintain the new structure. 


11. 	 The City expects to complete the reconstruction of the Oakwood Boulevard Viaduct by 

spring of2011. 



_ 

WHEREFORE, the City of Chicago prays that the Illinois Commerce Commission enter 

an Order, without hearings, in which it authorizes the reconstruction of the Oakwood Boulevard 

Viaduct and waives the clearance requirements of 92 Ill. Adm. Code Section 1500. 

Respectfully submitted, 

CITY OF CHICAGO 
Mara S. Georges, Corporation Counsel 

Diane Pezanoski 
Deputy Corporation Counsel 
Jack A. Pace 
Senior Counsel 
City of Chicago Law Department 
30 N. La Salle Street, Suite 900 
Chicago, Illinois 60602 
312-744-6997 

'-_p.~--"""",,,,,. -.---.. - T"----'---'-- ------.---.--- .._- .. .. 



STATE OF ILLINOIS 
ILLINOIS COMMERCE COMMISSION 

Petition for authorization to reconstruct ) 
the Oakwood Boulevard Bridge over Metra ) 
Electric and Canadian National Railroad ) 
(formerly Illinois Central Railroad) ) No.__________ 
an elevated viaduct, a vehicular roadway and ) 
pedestrian walkway located over the tracks of ) 
the Metra Electric and Canadian National Rail ) 
Road in the City of Chicago, County of Cook ) 
and State of Illinois, and for a waiver of the ) 
clearance requirements of92 111. Admin.Code, ) 
Section 1500. ) 

NOTICE OF FILING 

TO: SEE ATTACHED SERVICE LIST 

PLEASE TAKE NOTICE THAT ON THIS DATE I caused to be mailed to the Illinois 
Commerce Commission, 527 East Capitol Avenue, P.O. Box 19280, Springfield, Illinois 62794-9280, 
by Federal Express, the original and three (3) copies of the above captioned City of Chicago Petition. 

CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE 

I, Jack A. Pace, an attorney, hereby certify that a copy of the foregoing City of Chicago 
Petition was served upon the party or parties listed on the attached service list, by hand delivery, 
facsimile or by first class mail, postage prepaid, from Suite 900, 30 North La Salle Street, Chicago, 
Illinois 60602, in accordance with the Rules of Practice of the Illinois Commerce Commission. 

Dated: April j (J~ 2009 

ce 
unsel 

Chicago 
30 North La Salle Street, Suite 900 
Chicago,IL 60602 (312) 744-6997 

--------------...."i•...__·--.......-··--··..·· ,...
--.~-..---~-.-- .... 



Service List 

Mr. Mike Stead 
Illinois Commerce Commission 
527 East Capitol Avenue 
P.O. Box 19280 
Springfield, Illinois 62794 

Mr. Anthony Ognibene 
Right ofWay Administrator 
Law Department 
Metra 
547 West Jackson Boulevard 
Chicago, Illinois 60661 

Mr. John Henricksen 
Manager Public Works 
Canadian National Railroad 
17641 South Ashland Avenue 
Homewood, Illinois 60430-1345 

Mr. Thomas J. Healey 
IC-Counsel Regulatory 
Canadian National Railroad 
17641 South Ashland Avenue 
Homewood, Illinois 60430-1345 

Mr. Zubair Haider 
IDOT District 1 
Bureau of Local Roads 
201 West Center Court 
Schaumburg, Illinois 60196-1096 

Mr. Dan Burke 
Ms. Tanera Green 
CDOT 
30 N. La Salle Street 
4th floor 
Chicago, Illinois 60602 

.--------~-- .----,.,......... .--.....--._. ....•....-- ......... . 




ENGINEERS MEMORANDUM 
ARCHITECTS 

PLANNERS 

CONSTRUCTORS 

DATE: June 16, 2008 

TO: Tanera Green, COOT 

FROM: Jim Szczupaj 

RE: Design Engineering Services for Oakwood Blvd. Viaduct over Metra/ICRR 

Oakwood Blvd. Viaduct Reconstruction Vertical Clearance Requirements 

Contract No. 9680 

COOT Project No. E-5-454 

EK Project No. 070019016 
Tanera, 

The bridge design concept pursued in this project improves upon the existing vertical 
clearances above Metra's and the Canadian National Railway's (formerly Illinois Central 
Railroad) tracks, however the design does not satisfy the vertical clearance requirement stated 
in the Illinois Administrative Code. The table below summarizes the existing and proposed 
clearances. 

Track Existing Clearance Proposed Clearance 

METRA TRACK 1 17'-6%" 17'-11 5/8" 

METRA TRACK 2 17' - 3 1/i' 17'-10 1/4" 

METRA TRACK 3 17' - 6" 18'-2" 

METRA TRACK 4 17' - 8 1/8" 18'-3 %" 

CN TRACK 1 17' - 11 1/8" 18'-6 %" 

CN TRACK 2 17' -10" 18'-4 W' 

(Tracks are numbered from west to east.) 

One North Franklin 
Suite 500 
Chicago, Illinois 60606-3421 

Voice 312.251.3000 
Fax 312.251.3015 
www.ekcorp.com 

P:I_2007\070019.016ICorrespondenceIME_EK_JSS_Vertical clearance 
data_20080616.doc 

EXHIBIT 

I 75 

http:www.ekcorp.com


Bench Morkl #20;; Desc.·HW'Jy fkmge bolt of fire hydrant at S.W. corner of Ookwood and Loke Pork Ave. Elevation 22.64 SCOf't UI- WUHA~: . #204 Desc. ·N.W. bolt of 3rd light pole W'(y of Lake Shore Dr~ end on N. side of Ookwood. Elevation 30.55 

Existing Structure: S.N. 0/6-6174 built In JS31 ond deck replcced in J966, hoS 'our CO(lllflUOlJS spons (S8.5'-69'·69'-57.5') with 0 totollength of 254'-0· boCk to bock I. Retrl()ve top portion of west abutment. Construct new cbUtment ct cpproximately 18 ,-Bet to 


abutments ond 80'-0· out-to'out deck width on two timber pile supported counterfort semi-gravity abutments and thrte drilled shoff supported concrete the -eost of the existing abutment. Close Jhe gop betwl!Jen the old and new abutments oost 

encased steel bents. One lane traffic to be maintoined !n eoch direction utilizing stage construction. . ond west sides. with wingwoHs. BactfiN lhe creo betwten these woNs with porous 't}rcnukJr 


embankment. .
BrldiJe Oniission Sto. 85+99.39 to Sto. 88+38.39 
2.Re-bu/1d the east obutment by extending the existing foundction o/xJut 6 ffJlflt 

OVerhead Power OVerhead Catenory 
30' Bridge Approach 

. to the west and doweling a new 2'-6" stem to the existing stem. 
(ryp.) 
Pavement Std. 420401 

Overhead -:---\ 	 OVerheod Power J. Remove encased concrete steel bents' L 2 and 3. 
4. Construct new pier on drilled shoft 

Fiber Optic... \ ==~~~===~==== 5. Replcce the superstructure steel with 40· t deep pklte girders. 
6. Replace the concrete deck superstructure. .... ;;,,;;*._- , 7. Replcce the approach slabs and tap 2' of retoining walls. 

\ m Exist. :.. (: Exist. ~J ".. { ExlSf. Hi 

:f+: Track I 5;! ':" Track J ffi ~ Track 1 ;.. 38.iiWeb 
 HIGHWAY CL ASSIFJCA TIONSTEI/PORARY CATENARYExIst. PIer to--.......,: i" I { Exist. " S! 1 {Exlst.i.!!." ( Exlsf.,' iii. .. 


be Removed (Typ.) 7~. Track 2.!::; __. .~. T~ack j~ ~ Tr:t 2 ~ )I~\ r ExistIng ~round Line 
 1. 	 Install foundotions for new temporary cotenory OAKWOOD BL VD. 
structures.[1 

, 

·-Closs: Illnor Arterial (Urbon) : ! i 2. 	Instoll & ground new temporary catenory structures. A.o.T.: 14,JOO (2006);..f...;] 	 i··L~ 3. InstoN catenory & oncillory conductor ossemb1les on 21.400 (2030) I . T T~tim T 1 y-t-f 	 r... 	 ~~t-?Elev. ~ 0.0' 
new structures. . . A.D.T.T.: 270 (2006) 

" 430 (2030) iii 	 l'/ ~II'I I.I 	 I 'I~· 4. 	Relocate cotenory & ancillary conductors from 
:.1' " " "--	 D.H.V.: 1200 (2030) Iii k' 5 ~ . II" 11; I 	 f ! i Steel H-PllfJs f{ II Exist. Wood existing bridge onto. new structures and reproflle st. Wood Piles rrYp.)-1 JJ'- 1',,°' JJ"O~"L.E::!L /\.Lsteel H. 1!1-9 B. 26'-1," JJ"-2, JJ'~J!'j: . ! ! ! : Copacity: Driven to Refusal 

I---Row Line PiIfJs(Typ.). 11! . . i I~ . , , ! , Est. Length .• SO.O ft. 

LEGEND: 

Estimated Top of l.Jrf:i Estimated Top of~i:J) I'-J',O· - DrIlled Stiof V!::!:,lEstimated Top of
...·r.... ~ --.i . : Rack EI. ·48.J ft.Rock EI. -52.2ft i ! i Rack EI. ·50:0 ft. r!'~ . 'I: 	 :1'-$- Boring Lacation 

Existing /6'-0· _P.G.L. denotu Profile Grode Line 
r- PoInt of IIln/mum Interceptor Sewer ---	 ELEVATION

E.B. denotes Eost Bound 

W.B denotes' West Bound 

Existing R.O.W. rryp.) 

Brg. Exist. W. AbUt. 
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Temporary
Cotenary 	 Temporary

{ 	 T,mporary CatenaryTower IIasf Catenary Tower IIasf 


{ Exist. Pier 1 Twer I: Exist_ Pier 2 


r Bk. w. Abl4. 

I Sto. 86"01189 
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rt { Brg. W. At!Jf. H. ; 	 ii 
. 	 : Sta. 86 +OL~ 1r ..;, 1; 11 

I Elev. 31.11 ..-! .'. (5 ;:t ..-! .\ 
: 	 :.~ V ! c Vi ( ('..~ V 
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! - .... _. 	 .,~",i .... ..,.... ,.0 .~.!: I.&J~:: 
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Vertical Cleoronce 1m. EI. Unknown 
CNRR Tracks 

Existing .16'-0· rS_err-( Brg. Pier 
St~. 87'18.89 I: Exist. Pier J 
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~ + i::l ::!: "': V 	 : 
~, * I tJj··.. J 66+00 I 

Bk. E. Abut. ~ 

St~. 88+J8.89 . 

EItIv. JO.59 

un•. }l"_~__ nn___ -r~ 

E,I;:-' E E :E 
~ i : 
: • • 

.....~~: ~....................-................................._-:.. ; 

i i { Brg. E. AbIJt'li ; -f St~. 88+ J5.89 : 
..-! ~" Elev. 30.69 ' 

Piles (fypJ cotenary. 
5. 	Remt:Ne existing Ookwood Blvd Bridge. 

I FINAL CATENARY 
1. -Instoll & t;round new Oakwood Blvd Bridge. 
2. Instoll catenary 	& oncilory conductor assemblies on 

new Ookwood Blvd Bridge. 
J. 	Relocate catenory & oncllary conductors from 

temporary cotenory structures onto new oakwood 
blvd. bridge and repraflle cotenory. 

;'" 
4. 	Remrwe temporory catenary structures. Including 

fwndctions. to a depth of 3'-0· below grade. 

EXIST. ROW 

I: Brg. Exist. E. AbUt. 

Design Speed: 30 mph 

Posted Speed: 30 mph 


DESIGN SPECIFICATION 
2005 LRFD AASHTO with 2005 

and 2006 Interims' 


LOADING HL -9J 
6O¥lsq.tt. for siaewo/k live food 
3O-lsq.ft. for 2~- inltklt latex 
concrete weorlng surface 
20-lsq.ft. for fllfure wooring surface 

DESIGN STRESSES 
FIELD UNrrS 

f'c ,. 6.000 psi HPC (Superstructure) 

I. No deck drains will be permitted 
In the span OYer track or within 
10' of 0 railroad pole line. 

2. For Track Lacatlno Plan. 
HiI Sheet 52 of SJ 

PLAN 
140.00' V.C. 

PROFILE GRADI 
Ookwooii Blvd. 
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INSI'fCTED BY: 
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Row Line- Track J {Metro Track 3 I: Metro L T:r::::{' Track 2 Railing (Typ.) . g] Std. 420401 (Typ.) 

Track 2 Track 4 rr~er 1I0st { CNRR " ~ II' 

{ Temporary Catenary Tower Metro Electric . C.N.R.R Track 1 e . ~':'_ ~ 
JJ7'-O" Tracks Tracks 117"0· Itl._' 0 1 
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