
STATE OF ILLINOIS 

ILLINOIS COMMERCE COMMISSION
 

October 24, 1995 

City of Chicago, Cook Co~nty. Illinois 
T95-0066 

Petition for authorization to reconstruct the 
East Jackson Drive Viaduct over the tracks of the 
Illinois Central Railroad and Metra companies in 
the city of Chicago, County of Cook and state of 
Illinois, and for a waiver of the clearance 
requirements of 92 Ill. Adm. Code, Section 1500. 

TO ALL PARTIES OF RECORD: 

Dear Sir/Madam: 

Enclosed please find a copy of Order entered by the 
Commission in the above entitled matter on October 18, 1995. 

vert truly .-y6brs,. I 

lir! . V~\Q/ N.N·l.~", \ ""\. 

Kevin L. Sharp , 
Director of Processing 

cw 

June B. Tate, Hearing Examiner 
Henry C. Humphries, Railroad Section Staff 

527 EBst Cspltol Avenue, P.O. Box 19280, Sprlngfleld, illinois 62794-9280 



STATE OF ILLINOIS
 

ILLINOIS COMMERCE COMMISSION
 

City of Chicago, 
a municipal corporation 

Petition for authorization to 
reconstruct the East Jackson 
Drive viaduct over the tracks 
of the Illinois Central and T95-0066 
Metra companies in the City 
of Chicago, County of Cook, 
and State of Illinois, and 
for a waiver of the clearance 
requirements of 92 Illinois 
Administrative Code, 
Section 1500. 

ORDER 

By the Commission: 

On July 24, 1995, the City of Chicago ("City") filed the 
above-captioned petition for authority to reconstruct the East 
Jackson Drive viaduct over the railroad tracks of the Illinois 
Central ("I.C.") and Metra companies in Chicago, Illinois and for 
a waiver of the Commission's clearance requirements as set forth in 
92 Illinois Administrative Code, Section 1500 ("92 I.A.C. 1500"). 

The City requested that hearing be waived. The Commission, 
having examined the verified application, is of the opinion that 
the facts necessary to a decision herein are adequately stated in 
the petition and that no hearing is required. 

East Jackson Drive i.s an urban collector in the City of 
Chicago Central Business District which runs in an east-west 
direction and at this location, is a primary mover of vehicular and 
pedestrian traffic to and from downtown Chicago. 

The East Jackson Drive viaduct is an overhead structure 
spanning numerous railroad tracks of the I.C. and Metra companies. 
The City desires to reconstruct the East Jackson Drive viaduct. It 
is in the process of securing Surface Transportation Program funds 
for this project which provides for eighty percent (80%) Federal 
and twenty percent (20%) State monies. At this time, the City is 
not seeking funding from the I.C., Metra, or the Grade Crossing 
Protection Fund of the Motor Fuel Tax Law. 

The existing viaduct: is supported by two piers and two 
abutments with vertical clearances of 5.58 to 6.25 meters (18 feet 
3 inches to 20 feet 6 inches). The reconstructed viaduct will be 
supported by two piers and two vaulted abutments. The proposed 
vertical clearances will range from 5.85 to 6.49 meters (19 feet 2 
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inches to 21 feet 3 inches). 

The existing horizontal clearances of the viaduct from face of 
structure element to centerline of nearest track range from 2.78 to 
13.88 meters (9 feet 1 inch to 45 feet 6 inches). The horizontal 
clearances of the reconstructed viaduct from face of structure 
element to centerline of nearest track will range from 2.78 to 
17.63 meters (9 feet 1 inch to 57 feet 10 inches). 

Due to these variations, the City requests that the Commission 
waive its clearance requirements of 92 I.A.C. 1500 for the 
following reasons: 

a)	 the reconstructed viaduct must maintain a profile 
similar to the existing one in order to meet the 
existing grade at Michigan Avenue and the Grant 
Park underground parking garage which is in close 
proximity to the west viaduct abutment; 

b)	 since the project is adjacent to the Grant Park 
Historic District and the Art Institute, impacts on 
the Historic District property prohibits raising 
the profile of the roadway to an elevation that is 
in compliance with 92 I.A.C. 1500; 

c)	 pier placement was dictated by fixed track and 
catenary structures which require the same or 
better horizontal clearances. 

I.C. and Metra have no objection to the reconstruction plans 
and the City will be responsible for future maintenance. The city 
expects the reconstruction proj ect to be completed by June 30, 
1997. 

The Commission, having considered the verified application 
herein is of the opinion and finds that: 

(1)	 the city of Chicago is a municipal corporation; Illinois 
Central is a corporation engaged in the transportation of 
goods and/or passengers for-hire in the state of Illinois 
and is a rail carrier as defined in the Illinois 
Commercial Transportation Law ("Law"); Metra is a 
commuter authority created under the laws of the state of 
Illinois; 

(2)	 the Commission has jurisdiction of the City and the I.C. 
and the subject matter herein; 

(3)	 the City of Chicago requests permission to reconstruct 
the East Jackson Drive viaduct, an overhead structure in 
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the City of Chicago, County of Cook, which spans numerous 
railroad tracks of I.C. and Metra; 

(4)	 the City of Chicago requests no funding from the I.C., 
Metra, or the Grade Crossing Protection Fund of the Motor 
Fuel Tax Law and will bear the responsibility for future 
maintenance of the reconstructed viaduct; 

(5)	 the City of Chicago requests that the Commission waive 
its clearance requirements of 92 I.A.C. 1500 in that 
horizontal clearances of the viaduct from face of 
structure element to centerline of nearest track will 
vary from the existing 2.78 to 13.88 meters (9 feet 1 
inch to 45 feet 6 inches) to 2.78 to 17.63 meters (9 feet 
1 inch to 57 feet 10 inches) and this request should be 
granted; 

(6)	 the City of Chicago requests that the Commission waive 
its clearance requirements of 92 I.A.C. 1500 in that 
vertical clearances of the viaduct, which is supported by 
two piers and two abutments, will vary from the existing 
5.58 to 6.25 meters (18 feet 3 inches to 20 feet 6 
inches) and this request should be granted; 

(7)	 the City of Chicago expects to complete the 
reconstruction of the East Balbo Drive viaduct by June 
30, 1997; 

(8)	 the I.C., by letter dated August 23, 1995 and filed with 
the Commission on or about September 19, 1995, has 
indicated that it has no objection to the reconstruction 
plan and the variation in clearances and the 
reconstruction project should be approved. 

IT IS THEREFORE ORDERED that permission be, and the same is 
hereby granted to the city of Chicago to reconstruct the East 
Jackson Drive viaduct in accordance with the proposed plan attached 
to its petition and made a part thereof. 

IT IS FURTHER ORDERED t~hat the Commission waives the clearance 
requirements of 92 I .A. C.1500 and approves the variations in 
horizontal clearances of the viaduct as set forth in Finding (5) 
hereinabove. 

IT IS FURTHER ORDERED that the Commission waives the clearance 
requirements of 92 LA. C.1500 and approves the variations in 
vertical clearances of the viaduct as set forth in Finding (6) 
hereinabove. 

IT IS FURTHER ORDERED that completion of the reconstruction 
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project should be on or before June 30, 1997. 

IT IS FURTHER ORDERED that the City of Chicago will arrange 
for the cost of the reconstruction and bear the costs of future 
maintenance of the viaduct without contribution from I.C. or Metra. 

IT IS FURTHER ORDERED that in accordance with Chapter 625 ILCS 
5/18c-2201 and 5/18c-2206, this is a final decision sUbject to the 
Administrative Review Law. 

By Order of the Commission this 18th day of October, 1995. 

Chairman 
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