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STATE or ILLIIiOIS 

ILLIllOIS COM.'lE!tCE COMMISSION ORIGiNAL 
Village of Franklin Park, Illinois, 

Petitioner, 

V5. : 

Indidna Harbor Belt Railroad CC-:lpany, Soo Line 
Railroad Co~pany, ~isconsin Central, Ltd., and State 
of Illinois, Departnent of Tr~nsportation 

Respondents 
T90-0022 

Petition for an Order regarding a separation of grades: 
and construction of a bridge carrying the tracks of : 
the Indi,lna Harbor Belt Railroad Company, Soo Line 
Railroad Company, and the Winconsin Cantral, Ltd. over: 
nn underp~on nt Crado Av~nuo, in the V~llQgo of 
Prnnklln P~rk, Cook Coun~y, Illinois, apportioning 
tho contu theroot and dlroctlnq an appropriate portion: 
theroot to bo borno by tho Grado Crossing Protoction 
Pund. 

Eroposcd Order 

On April 5, 1990, the Village of Franklin Park ("Petitioner" 
or "Village") filed its dUly verified petition seeking a 
Commission Order requiring the construction of an underpass 
structure to allow Grand Avenue to pass underneath the tracks of 
the Indiana Harbor Belt Railroad company and the Wisconsin 
Central, LTD. Petitioner also requested that the cost be divided 
among the parties and that a substantial porticn thereof be borne 
by the Grade r.rossing Prot~ction Fund of the Motor Fuel Tax Law. 
The Indiana Harbor Belt Railroad Com!'any ("IHB"), Wisconsin 
Central, LTD. ("\';C"), 500 Line Railroad Company ("SOO"), and the 
Illinois Department of Transportation ("1001") were n~med as 
partie~ respondent therein. 

On June 21, 1990, th(~ IHB arId the WC filed a Joint Cross 
Potition requesting that the Chestnu~ Street qrade crossing with 
tho WC T:lll in trnck (DOT' 689 634':) be closed and barricaded. The 
village's Poti tion envisicmed that this crossing would remain 
open with t ....o IUB tracks being placed immediately west of and 
adjacent to tho WC main trnck. Notice that a hearing would be 
hold on tho propoGed closuro of the Chestnut Streot crossing was 
pUbllshod in tho rranklin Par.k/Schiller Park Timos on June 20, 
19'0. 

On Soptt'r.lbcr 7, 1990, tho IUD and tho WC filed (1 Jnint Cross 
rotition roquont1nq that tho Pnrklano Avonuo grado crossing with 
tho WC rn~ln tr~ck (DOT' 689 635J) bo closed and barrica~od. ThQ 
Villl\qo's retition £!nvini,oncd that this crossing would remain 
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open with t ....o IHB trac}:s being placed im:lediately ""est of and 
adjacent to the we oain tracie. Notice that a hearing would be 
held on the prop03ed closure of the Parklane Avenue crossing was 
published in the Franklin Pilrk ISchiller Park TiDes on September 
13,19900 

On Septenber 26, 1990, the Village filed an Amended Petition 
t:Iouifying its original petition which essentially upcbted its 
proposal by substituting the' Exhibit 11 attached thereto for the 
original Exhibit 11, by sUbstituting the Exhibit 12 attached 
thereto (Project Schedule), for the original Exhibit 19, and by 
substituti~g th~ Exhibit 13 attach~d thereto, entitled "Cost 
App~rtion~ent", for the original Exhibit 17 

PurGu~nt to not icc DS required by lnw and by the rules and 
regul,'tJon£' oC the COr.lr.llr.1!lon, this matter came on tor hearing 
before " dUly .1uthor!?cd /lc<1dng Examiner of tho Commission at its 
o'ficon in Chicnqo on Juno 6, July 17, Soptember 26, and December 
4, 1990. Appe.,rc'Jr.~c!l at the June 6 hearing wern entered by 
counaal on bch~lf ot thc Villago of Franklin Park, by counsel on 
behnlf of the Hioconoin C~ntral, LTD., by a representative of thl! 
Boo Linn R,l!lroad COMp<,ny, by counsel on behalf of. the Indiana 
I'arbor Delt R~ilroad Company, by a representative of the Stato of 
Illinois, DepiHotl:lCnt of Transportation, and by a member of the 
COr.lmisgioll'3 Transportati,on Division, Railroad Section. 
Appearances at the JUly 17, September 26, and December 4 
hearings w~rr:l entered by counsel on behalf of the villag'! o! 
Franklin Pad:, by cOllnsel on behalf of the WisconsLl Cem:ral, 
LTD., by coun~e~ on bella If of the Indiana Harbor Belt Rai lroad 
COr.lpapy, by a representative of the State of Illinois, Department 
of Trarls~ortation, and by a member of the Commissionrs 
Transportation Division, Railroad Section. In addition, Mr. John 
Gip.ske and ~r. Gerald Alexi, both private citizens, made 
statm:le:1ts ~or the record at the December 4 hearing concerning 
their 0pposition to the construction of the proposed underpass. 
At t.he conclus:on of tile hearing on December 4, 1990, the matter 
Wi1S marked "He1'lrd and Tilf.:.en." 

The !f1D consists of '1:'010 main tracks extending through the 
Vill~ge of Franklin Park in a north-south direction from Norpaul 
Yard on the douth tcr~ini1tin1 on a northwesterly alignment with a 
physical connection with the 500 Line tracks on the ~orth. The 
IHD main tracks crOS5 c1t grnde from south to north Grand Avenue 
(DOT/326 72SH), Chestnut Str~ot (DOri 326 873J), and Franklin 
Stroct (DOTI ) 26 877C). An industrial spur track SOl ving Jewol 
oml'lnato9 fror:l a n.,ln trilck in tho vicinity of Uorpaul Yard dnd 
oxtonds "outh~n~t~rly. Daily rail traffJc on the IHB main tracks 
throu'1h tho VilL"HlO of F'rnnklln P.,rk consists of 26 freight 
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".rains trdvell i r,g at a caxiJ:1ul:l sp~ed of 20 mph. S;'multaneou~ 
train covcr.ents over the af,oresaici crossings are probable. The 
IHB condu:::~s both day and night operations. 

The \oiC consists of on.~ oain track extending in a general 
north-south direction through the Village of Franklin Park, 
roughly parallel and approxicately 800 feet e~st of the IHD 
tracks. The \-iC's nain track: crosses at grade frOD south to north 
Grand Avenue (DOTI 689 633'1), Chestnut Street (D~I 689 634C), 
and Parklane Avenue (DOT" 689 635.1) before it also crosses at 
grade t"'e l~etra tracks (·..·hic:h generally parallel 500'5 track) an':! 
continues northf'rly. The \':C/l~etra r:rossing is controlled by Tover 
B12. Tho we o~~s a t~a~ track which is located on tho west cide 
of ito 1:1-, i n trilCy. ::>ot .....,en Chootnut Stroot and Parkiline AVf'nue. 
An intorch~nqe trnc~ oxtondc (ro~ tho we north of Parkl~ne Avenue 
to thC' r.outh ....n~t nr.1 conn(\cta wi th tho UfO at Chestnut Stroot. 
Tho intorch~n1c tr~cy. cronnon Co~~orco Str~ot (DOTI 689 636R) and 
Pl\rklnno "'JCJ("JO (DOTI f,8? 6)iX). Tho into:-chllngo track cros.o. 
Chontnut Stroot but in connidorod part of tho Chostnut Stroet/IHB 
grlldc cronoinq (DOT' 326 878J). Daily rail traffic on tho Wt. 
cain trnck through tho vi 1 lag'! ot franklin Park consist. of 10 
freight trains travelling at a caximum speed or 20 mph. ~lG WC 
condccts ~~th day and night operations. 

Tho 500 oxtends i ntc) Franklin Park in a northwest to 
southeast direction fro::! Bensenville Yard located northwest ot 
Frank ~ in Par).:. The SOO and !-tetra operatA adjacent tacil ities, 
~ith the SOO occupying th~ southern portion of the right-ot-way, 
to a point app~oxiMately 70 feet ~eGterly ot the we main track. 
At th j,s po i nt the 500' G o·...ncrshi p terminates and Metra owns the 
entire right-of-way easterly. 

Grand Avenue, Chestnut Street, and Parklane extend in a 
general cast-~cst direction. Grand Avenue, with an average daily 
traffic count of 27,600, extends completely through the Villaq~. 

Grllnd "vc~'.Je in located <lpproxi::lately 800 teet Douth ot Chestnut 
St root. Chestnut Street hilS an llveraCJe dai ly tra rf ic count or 
llpproxiJ:1.'tcdy "\,000 <\nd c):tends from Kannheim Road, located on 
tho west side of tho ~illnqc, easterly through tho Village. 
Chcotnut S~rCQt 15 loc<\tcd approxi~'tely 400 te~t south ot 
Pnrklnno A\"cnuc. Pllrkllmc Avenue has an average daily trarfic 
count of llpproxlJ:1l\te1i' ),8:00 llnd oxtonds from just east ot the 
IUD cantorly to Elm Stroot on tho 4ast edge of tho Village. 
Park hnc:: Avon'Jo 1s loctltcd approxiaatGly SOO {eot south of the 
Motra/SOO Line trllcks. Cor:lInorc:e Street runs parallel to and 
npprox!;lIntoly 12!i (oot WORt ot tho we ft"om Chetstnut Stre.t north 
to l\l"proxir.l... toly 200 (cot north of Par :lano Avonuo. At that 
point it t\lrl"U to tho northwost pardllal to tho Motra/Soo Lin. 
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tracks and is kno.n as Franklin Avenue. Franklin Avenue 
continues to the northvest and crosses the IHB main tracks. An 
offset of CO::L.,erce Street extends south of Chestnut Street but 
ends one bled: north of Grand Avenue. Birch Street extends 
nort~erly froD Chestnut Street approxinately 150 feet east of the 
we nain track and crosses Parklane Avenue before terminating at 
the Metra tracks. Birch Stroeet also extends south fro. Chestnut 
Street but is offset 100 feet east and is only one block in 
length tc!"oinating at Cherry Avenue. Cherry Avenue extends to 
the e~st ana does not cross any of the tracks in question. 
Edgington street is a north-south roadway located two blocks west 
of the IHB and connects Grand Avenue, Chestn'Jt Street and 
franklin Avenue bafore cro~sing tho Metra/SOC Line tracks. Grand 
Avenue, Chostnut Street, Franklin Avenue, and Edgington street 
are dosiCjnatod truck routes 1n tho project area. All roadways 
rnontion~d h~rcin~bovQ ~ra nov undor the )urisdiction of tho 
VillIHJO. 

Tho eight h lryh·..."y-r:d 1rend grAdo crossings in the project 
aron horcin "bovo ncntionod ~ro providod with warninq dovic•• as 
relI 0·... & : 

Grl\nd ,'venue/ IBD ­ C~ntiloverod auto~atic flashing light 
signals and gates controlled by constant warning ti•• 
circuitry. 

Grand Avc~ue/WC Cantilevered auton~tic flashing light 
signals and gates controlled by motion sensor circuitry. 

Chestnut Strc~t/IHB - Autonatic flashing light signals with 
"T-,,'o Tr,l i nn i nd iC.1tOI"fj controlled by Dotion sensor 
circuit.ry. 

Chestnut Street/HC - !,utomatic flashing light signals and 
qatcs controlled by ~otion sensor circuitry. 

frllnklin Avenue/IIIB - Automatic flashin<j light signals with 
"Two Trllin" indicators control.Led by constant ~Qrning ti•• 
circuitry. 

Pnrk lane Avenue /h'C - Automatic t lashing light .igna1s and 
g.1tO!1 controlled by r.lcltion sonsor circuitry, 

Pnrkl"ne Avenucl\'C interchQnqo - Automatic flashing liqht 
gign~ls controlled by DC circuitry. 

Comf:\orco streot/h'c interchnnqe - Automatic tlar""~ l1Qht 
Gign~ls c~ntrollod by DC circuitry. 
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The Village called thr~e witnesses to present evidence and 
submitted 29 exhibits. This evidence included testimony 
describing the surrounding area including roadways, railroads, 
grade crossing protection, and residential and co~~er~ial areas 
which woul1 be affected by its proposed project al~d the Cross 
Peti tioner s proposed crossing closures. The Village alsoI 

presented evidence describing the nature of the traveling public 
utilizing Grand Aver-ue, Che::;t:lut street, and Parklane Avenue, 
including state·... ide and regi.onal traffic. The acci.dent history 
of the Grand Avenue and the Chestnut street grade crossings of 
both the IHB and WC as well as the Parkl1\ne Avenue/We and the 
Fr~nklin Avenue/IHB grade crossings were presented in evidence. 
The Village witnesses described ra~~road operations in the 
Village, including stopped and slow moving IHB trains merging 
onto the sao tracks toward Bensenville Yard and WC trains slowed 
or stopped by the \'lC/Metra interlocking plant at Tower B12, 
wh lch h.1VC c.,u~cd nU1:lcrous delays to vehicular traffic at the 
grc''ldo cro!'.n 1n(JG of tho 1110 and h'C, particularly at Grand Avenue 
becauD~ of the extre1:lely heavy traffic volume (27,600 AOT). 

The Village also presented Exhibits and testimony describing 
the propo!lod project, 1ncl 'Jcling the grade separc.tion structure, 
tho railroad relocation, roadway construction and mOdifications, 
and right-of-way require1:lents. Testimony was provided describing 
the ostiMated cost and scheduling of the proposed project as well 
as its safety and economic benefits. The Vill~g0 also presented 
testimony opposing the closure of Cnestnut street or Parklane 
Avenue grade crossings with the WC, citing economic hardship to 
the surrounding area and increased vehicular travel that would 
occur due to the proposed closures. 

A witness for the IHB r-:-esented evIdence and submitt:ed an 
exhibi t supporting the Cross Petitions to close the Chestnut 
Street and Parklane Avenue crossings. This evidence included 
testimony describing the accident histor ies of the crossings, 
benefIts that could be accrued from the closure, inclUding 
economic and safety, and alternative routes available. 

A wi cness for the \·:c provided testimony concerning the WC 
t(H\1:l track relocation necessary to accommodate the IHB track 
relocation and associ'lted costs as well as the coordination of 
the project schedule with th~ WC. 

An lOOT witness presented evidence and submitted lOOT 
Exhibit 11. This Qvidence included testimony describing a letter 
of intent bet .....een lOOT und the Village whereby jurisdictional 
trnnsfer from rOOT to the Village of Grand Avenue between 
Mnnnhoirn Rond nnd tho o~st Village limits, including the location 
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of the proposed underpass structure, will occur. The letter from 
the Village was dated August 2, revised September 20, and was 
executed by IDOT on September 27, 1990. The jurisdictional 
transfer of Grand Avenue took effect immediately upon execution 
of the let~er. 

The Conmission, after reviewing the entire record and being 
fully advised in the premises, finds that: 

(1)	 the Indiana Harbor Belt Railroad Company, the sao Line 
Railroad Company, and the Wisconsin Central, Ltd. are 
each corporations engaged in the transportation for­
hire of passengers and/or goods in the State of 
III inois and as such, each is a "rail carrier" within 
t he meaning of Sect- ien 18c-1104 (28) of the Illinois 
Commercial Transportation Law; 

(2)	 the Commission has jurisdiction of the parties hereto 
and the sUbject matter hereof; 

(3)	 the recitals of fact set forth in the prefatory portion 
of this order are supported by evidence of record and 
are hereby adopted as findings of fact; 

(4)	 by v;i rtue of a letter of intent entered into between 
the Village and IDOT, rDOT Exhibit #1, that portion of 
Grand Avenue exte:nding between Mannheim Road on the 
west and the east Village limit became a part of the 
Village street system or. September 27, 1990, and the 
Village will be responsible for the construction, 
maintenance and improvement of that portion of the 
roadway; 

(5)	 pUbl ic convenience and necessity do not require the 
retention of the Parklane Avenue grade crossing of the 
~'lisconsin Central, Ltd. track and right-of-way (OOT# 
689 635J); public safety requires that said crossing be 
closed, abolished, and barricaded with barricades 
conforming to 92 Ill. Adm. Code 1535.701 and that 
vehicular tr.affic now using said crossing be diverted 
to crossing5 to be improved pursuant to terms of this 
order; such closure will necessitate the reconstruction 
of Birch Street between Parklane Avenue and Chestnut 
Street including the relocation of parking spaces and 
the improvement of Shiller Blvd. between the existing 
IBB right-of-\vay and Commerce Street in a manner as 
generally shovm on Petitioner I s Exhibit #1 submitted 
September 26, and Petitioner's Exhibits 23, 24, 25, and 
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28, sUbmitted Deceober 4, all admitted into evidence; 
such closure shall not be effected until after the 
Chestnut Street/WC crossing improvements hereinafter 
described in Finding (8) have been completed. 

(6)	 pUblic convenience, necessity and safety requi.res the 
construction of an underpass structure to allow Grand 
Avc~ue to cross under the relocated WC and IHB tracks 
generally at the place and the manner as shown in 
Petitioner's A~ended Petition and Petitioner's Exhibit 
#1 submitted Septer~ber 26, and Petitioner's Exhibits 
23, 24, 25, 26, 27, and 28, sUbmitted December 4, all 
admitted into evidence; 

(7)	 public convenience, necessity and safety requires the 
relocation of the IHO tracks to accommodate the 
construction of the underpass structure, said 
relocation to be generally in the manner as shown in 
Petitioner'~ Exhibit #1 submitted September 26, and 
Petitioner's Exhibits 23, 24, 25, 26, 27, and 28, 
submitted Dec~mber 4, all admitted into evidence, which 
will include the removal of the existing IHB tracks 
from a point 80 south of Grand Avenue to the SOO right­
of-way including surfaces and warning devices at the 
Franklin Avenue, Chestnut street, and Grand Avenue 
grade crossings, removal of the interchange track 
including surfaces and warning devices of its crossings 
at Park lane Avenue and Commerce street, the realignment 
of the WC main track easterly and the removal of the WC 
team track; 

(8)	 in the interest of public safetY,convenience and 
necessity, permission should be granted to extend the 
relocated IlIB tracks described in Finding (7) herein, 
at grade through Chestnut Street adjacent to and 
immediately west of the WC track and the automatic 
flashing light signals and gates at the Chestnut 
Street/WC grade crossing should be relocated so as to 
also encompass and provide warning for the relocated 
IHO tracks in the manner as generally shown on 
Petitioner's Exhibit #1 submitted September 26, and 
Petitioner's Exhibits 23, 24, 25, and 28, submitted 
December 4, all admitted into evidence, and conforming 
with 92 Ill. Adm. Code 1535; constant warning time 
circuitry for the auto~atic flashing light signals and 
gates should be installed at the Chestnut street grade 
crossing of the we and relocated IHB tracks; 

-7­



T90-0022 

(9)	 in connection with the project, pUblic convenience, 
necessity and safety requires the construction of a 
new access roadway on the existing IHB right-of-way 
from 80' south of Grand Avenue to Franklin Avenue, and 
construction of local roadway improvements to replace 
access lost due to the construction of the grade 
separation structure in the manner generally as shown 
in Petitioner's Exhibit #1 sUbmitted september 26, and 
Petitioner's Exhibits 23, 24, 25, 26, 27, and 28, 
submitted December 4, all admitted into evidence; 

(10)	 regarding the acquisition of necessary right-of-way to 
implement terms of this order both with respect to 
right-of-ways for railroad tracks and pUblic or private 
roads to be constructed under terms of this order the 
Commission does not have statutory authority to direct 
a railroad to di::;pose of its property or to set the 
va lue of such property; therefore, the Village will 
have to negotiate for the acquisition of necessary 
property rights with the owner railroads and acquire 
such property rights by purchase or other mutually 
agreeable transaction; in the event such acquisition 
cannot be accomplished in an amicable manner, the 
Village should petition the Commission for an order 
aut~orizing it to acquire the necessary property by 
eminent domain; 

(11)	 during construction of the underpass at Grand Avenue, 
the Village should be granted permission to open a 
temporary at-grade crossing with the WC track at the 
intersection of a t,emporary runaround roadway to be 
constructed immediately south of the existing Grand 
Avenue, pursuant to and in accordance with the plans 
set forth in Petitioner's Exhibit 27 admitted into 
evidence; said temporary crossing should be provided 
with automatic flashing light signals and gates placed 
in service prior to any vehicular use of the crossing; 
sa id temporary crossing must be closed and abolished 
and the temporary runaround roadway removed at the 
completion of the project; 

(12)	 since the WC team track has to be removed to 
accommoda'c.e the constrl<ction of the underpass 
structure, the cost of replacement in kind of said 
traCk, estimated to be $62,000, should be part of the 
underpass structure project costi 

(13)	 it is fair and reasonable that the SOO ~hould nake the 
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necessary circuitry modifications to the existing 
interlocking plant (not a completely new system) at the 
B12 Tower at project expense to accommodate the track 
work hereinbefore mentioned; 

(14)	 because of existing intersecting roadways in the area 
of the Chestnut Street/WC crossing, permission should 
be granted to maintain the approaches at the Chestnut 
Street/WC grade crossing at grades being in excess of 
that set forth in 92 Ill. Adm. Code 1535; permission 
should be granted to construct and maintain grades of 
5\ on the west approach and 6\ on the east approach as 
spccif lcally shown on "Chestnut Street Crossing" dated 
March 1, 1991 attached to the Village's Brief on 
Exceptions and made a part hereof as Appendix Bi 

(15)	 it is fair and reasonable that the actual cost ot the 
Grand Avenue underpass structure project, hereinbefore 
described in Findings (5), (6), (7), (B), (9), (10), 
(11), (12), (13), and (14) be divided among the Indiana 
Harbor Belt Hailroad Company, the Sao Line Railroad 
Company, the Hisconsin Central, Ltd., the Village of 
Franklin Park, the Illinois Department of 
Transportation, and in the interest of the statewide 
travelling pUblic, the Grade Crossing Protection Fund 
of the Motor fuel Tax Law as set forth in Appendix A 
attached to this order; 

IT IS THEREfORE ORDERED that the Village of Franklin Park 
be, and it is hereby, required and directed to construct an 
under.pass structure to carry the tracks of the Indiana Harbor 
Belt Railroad Company and the Wisconsin Central, Ltd. over Grand 
Avenue in the village of Franklin Park, Cook County, Illinois, 
generally at the place and the manner as shown in Petitioner's 
Amended Petition and Petitioner'sExhibit #1, SUbmitted September 
26, a~d Petitioner's Exhibits 23, 24, 25, 26, 27, and 28, 
submitted December 4, all admitted into evidence; 

IT IS FURTHER ORDERED that the Village of Franklin Park be, 
and it is hereby, required and directed to relocate the IHB 
tracks at the place and the manner as shown in Petitioner's 
Amended Petition and Petitioner's Exhibit #1, submitted September 
26, and p~titioner's Exhibits 23, 24, 25, 26, 27, and 28, 
submitted December or;, all admitted into evIdence, which will 
include the removal of the existing tracks from a point 80' south 
of Grand Avenue to the SOO including surfaces and warning devices 
at the Franklin Avenue, Chestnut Street, and Grand Avenue grade 
crossings, remova 1 of the interchange track including surfaces 
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and/or ~arning devices of its crossings at Parklane Avenue, 
Cot1::1erce Street and Chestnut street, the realignment of the WC 
track easterly and the removal of the we team track. 

IT IS FURTHER ORDERED that the Village of Franklin Park be, 
and it is hereby, granted permission to extend the tracks of the 
relocated IHB tracks hereinabove ordered to be extended at grade
through Chestnut Street adjacent to and immediately west of the 
WC track. 

IT IS fURTHER ORDERED that permission be, and is hereby 
granted to the Village of Franklin Park to maintain the 
approaches at the Chestnut Street/WC grade crossing at grades in 
excess of that set forth in 92 Ill. Adm. Code 1535; said grades 
being 5\ for the west approach and 6' on the east approach as 
specifically shown on "Chestnut street Crossing" dated March 1, 
1991 l\tt<1ched to tho Vill<1go's Drief on Exceptions and made a 
pnrt hereof ns Appendix B. 

IT IS fURTIIEH ORDERED that the Village at Franklin Park be, 
and it is hereby, granted permission to open a temporary at-grade 
crossing ..,ith the HC track at the intersection ot a tempoi:ary 
runaround road'",ay to be constructed immediately south ot the 
existing Grand Avenu£>, pursuant to and in accordance with the 
plans se~ forth in Petitioner's Exhibit 27 admitted into 
evidence; said terr.porary crossing shall be provided with 
automatic (lashing light signals and gates to be installed by the 
Wisconsin Central, Ltd. and placed in service prior to any 
vehicular use ~f the crossing; said temporary crossing will bo 
closed and abolished and said temporary runaround roadway removed 
at the completion of the project. 

IT IS fURTHER ORDERED that the Village of Franklin Park be, 
and it is hereby, required and directed to close, abolish, and 
barricade, with barricades conforming to 92 Ill. Adm. Code 
1535.7Cl, the Parklane Avenue grade crossing of the Wisconsin 
Central, Ltd. track and right-of-way (DOTI 689 635J); such 
closure shall not be effected until after the completion of the 
Chestnut Street/WC crossing improvements herein required. 

IT IS fURTHER ORDERED that the Village of Franklin Park be, 
and it is hereby, required and directed to reconstruct BirCh 
Street between Parklane Avenue and Chestnut street including the 
relocation of parking spaces and the improvement of Shiller Blvd. 
between the existing IHB right-ot-way and Commerce street as 
necessitf\ted by the closure of the Parklane Avenue/WC grade 
crossing herein above ordered in a manner as generally shown on 
Petitioner's Exhibits 23, '4, 25, and 28, SUbmitted December 4, 
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all adcitted into evidence. 

IT IS FURTHER ORDERED that the Village of Franklin Park be, 
and it is hereby, required and directed to construct a new access 
roadway on existing IHB right-of-way from 80' south of Grand 
Avenue to Franklin Avenue , and to construct local roadway 
if.lprovements to replace access lost due to the construction of 
the grade separation structure in the manner generally as shown 
in Petitioner's Exhihits 23, 24, 25, 26, 27, and 28, submitted 
December. 4, all admitted into evidence. 

IT IS FURTHER ORDERED that the Wisconsin Central, Ltd. ~e 
and it is hereby, required and directed to relocate the automatic 
flashing light signals and gates at its Chestnut street glade 
crossing so as to also encompass the relocated IHB tracka herein­
above ordered, and to install constant warning time circuitry on 
all three tracks for the automatic flashing light signals and 
gates at said Chestnut street grade crossing and thereafter 
maintain same. 

IT IS FURTHER ORDERED that the 500 Line Railroad Company be, 
and it is hereby, required and directed to perform the necessary 
circuitry modifications to the existing interlocking plant (not a 
completely new system) at the 812 Tower at the Grand Avenu~ 

underpass structure project expense to accommodate the traGk work 
herein above ordered. 

IT IS FURTHER ORDERED that the Indiana Harbor Belt Railroad 
Company, the SOO Line Railroad Company, and the wisconsin 
Central, Ltd. be, and they are each hereby required and directed 
to perform railroad force account work necessary to accommodate 
the construction of the grade separation structure and other work 
herein required. 

IT IS FURTHE~ ORDERED that the cost of making the 
improvements hereinbefore required shall be divided among the 
Indiana Harbor Belt Railroad Company, the 500 Line Railroad 
Company, the Wisconsin central, Ltd., the Village of F'ranklin 
Park, the Illinois Department of Transportation, and, the Grade 
Crossing Protection Fund as set forth in Finding (15) herein and 
Appendix A attached hereto. 

IT IS FURTHER ORDERED that the village of Franklin Park 
shall bear the cost of rna intenance of the underpass structure 
upon completion, except for damage caused by railroad 
derailments, collisions or operations. 

IT IS FURTHER ORDERED that the Village of Franklin Park 
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shall bear the cost of naintenance of the new access roadway to 
be constructed on the existing IHB right-of-way and all other 
roadway inprovements, except as to proposed access roads 
established as private drives, which are part of this project. 

IT IS FURTHER ORDERED that the Village of Franklin Park, the 
Indiana Harbor Belt Railroad Company, the SOO Line Railroad 
Company, and the Hiscons~.n central, Ltd. be, and they are each 
hereby, required and directed to procEed with the work herein 
required and shall complete said work by September 30, 1994. 

IT IS FURTHER ORDERED that the Village of ~ranklin Park 
sha 11 subrni t plans and est imates for the con.struction of the 
grade separation structure herein required to the Illinois 
Department of Transpor~ation, the Indiana Harbor Belt Railroad, 
and the Wiscons in Centra l, Ltd., and shall receive approval 
thereof before a contract for construction is advertised, which 
approval or suggested modifications shall be given within thirty 
(30) days of receipt by thG ni)'lled parties, or as extended by 
mutual agreement. 

IT IS FURTHER ORDERED that the Wisconsin Central, Ltd. shall 
within one hundred twenty (120) days from the date of this Order 
furnish the Illinois Department of Transportation for its 
approval four (4) copies of the estimates of cost and three (3) 
copies of the detailed circuit plans applying to the installation 
of the "constant warning time circuitry" and the re:ocation of 
the warning devices at the Chestnut Street crossing and the 
installation of automatic flashing light signals at the temporary 
at-grade crossing hereinbefore required. 

IT IS FURTHER ORDERED that the Wisconsin Central, Ltd. shall 
file Form 3 of 92 Ill. Adm. Code 1535 of the Commission showing 
details of the "constant warning time circuitry" and the 
relocation of the warning devices at the Chestnut Street crossing 
and the installation of automatic flashing light signals at the 
temporary at-'grade cr;jssing hereinbefore required and sh": 1 
receive approval thereof by the Commission before commencing ~ne 
work of installation. 

IT IS FURTHER ORDERED ttat the Illinois Department of 
Transportation shall furr.ish to the Commission within thirty (30) 
days of its receipt of the aforesaid signal cost estimates and 
circuit plans, a statement of its approval or disapproval 
thereof, this for the information of the Commission when 
consider ing the Form 3 peti'tions hereinbefore required to be 
filed in accordanc~ with 92 Ill. AdJ:!. Code 1535. 

-12­
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IT IS fURTHER mmERED that since the highway underpass 
structure construction will be performed by the Village of 
:ranklin Park and/or its contractor, roadway contractor and 
railroad liabi:ity insurance as well as railroad flagging will be 
required as specif ied in Illinois Department of Transportation 
"Standards and Specifications for Road and Bridge Construction" 
Section 107. 

IT IS fURTHER ORDERED that in the event federal funding is 
utilized, all work shall be governed by the applicable provisions 
of the Federal-Aid Highway Program Manual, Volume I, Chapter 4, 
Section 3 dated October 1, 1982 and Volume VI, Chapter 6, Sec~ion 
2.1, dated April 24, 1984, or subsequent amendments if they shall 
o~cur. 

IT IS FURTHER ORDERED that the Village of Franklin Park, the 
Indian,) lIClrbor l3elt Railroad Company, the sao Line Railroad 
Corr.~any, tho Wisconsin Central, Ltd., and the Illinois Department 
of Transportation shall conduct monthl~ construction meetjngs 
upon commencement of the project to coordinate their efforts to 
accol':lplish the proposed improvement each has been required to 
perform, unless mutually agreed that such a meeting is not 
necessary. 

IT IS FURTHER ORDERED that the Village of Franklin Park, the 
Indiana Harbor Belt Railroad Company, the SOO Line Railroad 
Company, and the Hisconsin Central, Ltd. shall each file written 
report3 at six (6) month intervals from the date ~f this order 
stating the progress each has made toward the completion of the 
wory. herein required. 

IT IS FURTHER ORDERED that the Village of Franklin Park 
shall, within five (5) days of completion of the underpass 
structurp. and related ~ork herein above required, submit to the 
Director of Processing, of the Commission's Transportation 
Division, the Wisconsin Central, Ltd. and the Indiana Harbor Belt 
Railroad Cu~pnny, a written notice of completion. 

IT IS FURTHER ORDERED that the 'visconsin Central, Ltd., 
within five (5) days of receipt oE the Village's completion 
notice concerning the unuerpass structure, submit to the Director 
of Processing of th9 Commission'R Transportation Division, 
National Inventory Update Report Forms concerning the new 
structure carrying both WC and 1HB tracks, the addition of th~ 

relocated IHB tracks at its Ches·,;:nut street grade crossing, and 
the ilbol ishment of the gra~e crossings of Commerce street and 
Parklane Avenue with tho interchange track. 
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IT IS FURTHER ORDERED thht the Indiana Harbor Belt Railroad 
Co~pany, within five (5) days of receipt of the Village's 
completion notice concerning the underpass structure, submit to 
the Director of Processing of the Commission's Transportation 
Division, llational Inventory Update Report: Forms concerning the 
abol ishment of its crossings of Grand Avenue, Chestnut Street, 
and Franklin Avenue grade crossings. 

IT IS FURTHER ORDERED that the Village of Franklin Park 
shall, within five (5) days of completion of the Parklane 
Avenue/HC grade crossing closure, submit to ·the Director of 
Processing, of the Commission's Transportation Division and the 
Wisconsin Central, Ltd., a written notice of completion. 

IT IS FURTHER ORDERED that the Wisconsin Central, Ltd. 
within five (5) d:tyn of receipt of the Village's completion 
notico concerning tho Pnrklano Avenue/WC closure, submit to the 
Director 
Division, 
closure. 

of 
tlat

Processing ot 
ional Inventory U

the Commission's Transportation 
pdate Roport Forms concerning the 

IT I S FURTHER ORDERED that" the Commission retains 
jurisdiction in this matter to enter further Orders in accordance 
with the evidence already presented or presented in supplemental 
hearings in the event disputes arise among the parties over the 
issues und~r the Comrnission'G jurisdiction. 

By Order of the Commission this 17th day of April, 1991. 

Chairman 
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