
STATE OF ILLINOIS 

ILLINOIS COMMERCE COMMISSION
 

September 17, 2007 

City of Pekin, an Illinois municipal corporation, 
Petitioner, 

Vs. 
T07-0074 

Illinois Central Railroad Company, an Illinois corporation, d/b/a Canadian 
National/Illinois Central Railroad, 

Respondents. 

Petition of the City of Pekin, an Illinois municipal corporation, to authorize the 
establishment of a new highway-rail grade crossing at a point where the 
extension of Hanna Drive will cross the existing railway in the City of Pekin, 
County of Tazewell, State of Illinois. 

Mr. Thomas R. Cullen 
Elliff, Keyser, Oberle & Dancey, P.C. 
109 South Fourth Street 
Pekin, IL 61555-0873 

Dear Mr. Cullen: 

Receipt is acknowledged of the original and one copy of the Petition filed September 13, 2007 in 
the above matter. 

All future correspondence/pleadings should be filed with an original and two (2) copies 
and addressed to: Mr. Dave Lazarides, Director of Processing, Illinois Commerce Commission, 
527 East Capitol Avenue, Springfield, IL 62701 or you may file the original electronically through 
E-docket if you have an account. To apply for an account, please log on to www.icc.illinois.gov 
and apply for an E-docket account. 

Processing and Information Section 

KI 

Cc: Staff: Mr. Joseph VonDeBur 
Mr. Thomas Healey, IC 
Mr. John Henriksen, IC 
Mr. James Kvedaras, IC 
Mr. Lyndell Howard, Mayor 
Ms. Sue McMillan, Clerk 

527 East Capitol Avenue, Springfield, Illinois 62701 [217] 782-4654] 



STATE OF ILLINOIS
 

ILLINOIS COMMERCE COMMISSION
 

COMPANY, an lllinois corporation, d/b/a ) 

CITY OF PEKIN, ) 
an Illinois municipal corporation, ) 

) 
Petitioner, ) 

) DOCKET NO.: 1-0 "1- C 01 Y 
vs. ) 

) 
ILLINOIS CENTRAL RAILROAD ) RECEIVED 
CANADIAN NATIONAL/ILLINOIS ) 

SEP 13 2007CENTAL RAILROAD, ) 
) Illinois Commerce ~()mmission 

Respondents. ) RAIL SAFETYSECTION 

PETITION OF THE CITY OF PEKIN, AN ILLINOIS MUNICIPAL CORPORATION, TO 

AUTHORIZE THE ESTABLISHMENT OF A NEW HIGHWAY-RAIL GRADE CROSSING AT 

A POINT WHERE THE EXTENSION OF HANNA DRIVE WILL CROSS THE EXISTING 

RAILWAY IN THE CITY OF PEKIN, COUNTY OF TAZEWELL, STATE OF ILLINOIS. 

PETITION 

NOW COMES the Petitioner, City of Pekin, an Illinois municipal corporation (hereinafter 

the "CITY"), by and through its corporate counsel, Elliff, Keyser, Oberle & Dancey, P.c., and as 

such petitions the Commission as follows: 

1. The CITY has created a business park known as the Riverway Business Park (the 

"Business Park" on the southwest end of the CITY, access to which is limited to two (2) surface 

streets which intersect with Illinois State Route 29. 
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2. Currently the Business Park is home to nine (9) businesses which employ approximately 

six hundred fifty (650) employees. The CITY anticipates continued growth and expansion of the 

Business Park. 

3. Many employees and delivery trucks are forced to take a circuitous route to reach their 

destination in the Business Park. 

4. The limited access to the Business Park has created difficult and dangerous traffic 

conditions for vehicles leaving and entering the Business Park at peek times. 

5. The City seeks to improve traffic safety with regard to access to the Business Park and 

connect the Business Park to the rest of the CITY by extending Hanna Drive eastward so as to 

connect Hanna Drive to 5th Street as shown on Exhibit A, attached hereto and incorporated herein 

by reference thereto. 

6. The proposed Hanna Drive extension would be an east-west road with one (1) lane of 

traffic in each direction and a speed limit of 30 miles per hour. The Hanna Drive extension would 

be under the control of the CITY and would be a designated truck route. 

7. The proposed Hanna Drive extension would intersect the Respondents' railroad at 

railroad mile post 10.80B, a point that is, based on information and belief, wholly within the 

municipal boundaries of the City of Pekin, County of Tazewell, State of lllinois, which point is 

approximately two thousand five hundred (2500) feet south of Koch Street, the nearest public rail

highway grade crossing. 

8. The average daily traffic on Hanna Drive is approximately five hundred (500) vehicles. 

The number of those vehicles which would be school busses is zero (0). 

9. The daily train traffic on the lines Petitioner desires to cross is six (6) trains. 

10. In accordance with the crossing plans attached hereto as Exhibit B and incorporated 



herein by reference thereto, the CITY proposes to install a new crossing where the proposed Hanna 

Drive extension would cross the Respondent's track, and further equip said proposed grade crossing 

with either crossbuck warning signs, automatic flashing light signals with a bell, or automatic 

flashing light signals and gates with a bell as the Illinois Commerce Commission so determines and 

orders. The total estimated cost to equip the proposed crossing with automatic flashing light signals 

with a bell is Ninety Thousand ($90,000.00) Dollars. 

11. The new proposed grade crossing is in the interests of public safety, convenience and 

necessity, and in conjunction with the proposed Hanna Drive extension, will allow businesses within 

the Business Park to better serve their customers and will allow the CITY to better serve its citizens 

and employees of local businesses. To further improve public safety, the CITY has plans to 

construct a new fire station and training center which would serve the Business Park, the nearby 

industrial park and a portion of the southwest part of the CITY. Said plans are dependant upon an 

extension of Hanna Drive which would create a direct route from the Business Park to the south end 

ofthe CITY. The circuitous route otherwise required would render the proposed fire station isolated 

and inefficient. Further, the road extension and new crossing will improve the desirability of the 

Business Park which in turn will attract more businesses to the CITY, the County of Tazewell and 

the State of Illinois, consequently increasing the tax base, property tax valuations and creating more 

local jobs. 

12. The statutory criteria under 92 Ill. Adm. Code 1536.40 for opening a public crossing 

at the proposed location is satisfied as follows. 

A.	 There presently is inadequate vehicular access to the Business Park. The 

inadequacy of the current vehicular access will be further exacerbated with 

the continued growth and expansion ofthe Business Park. Adequate alternate 



vehicular access cannot be provided at a cost equal to or less than the cost of 

establishing the proposed grade crossing. Any alternative vehicular access 

to the Business Park at other than the proposed crossing would be 

significantly more expensive, circuitous and contrary to public safety and 

convemence. 

The crossing, if established, would not meet the lllinois Commerce 

Commission's criteria for closure as specified in Section 1536.40 of the 

111inois Administrative Code in that the proposed crossing would be within 

the incorporated limits of the City of Pekin, County of Tazewell, State of 

lllinois. The criteria for crossing closure if the crossing was signalized would 

be as follows: 

Crossing Category: Incorporated / Signalized 

Closure Thresholds: ADT < or = 125 

TVSI > or = 240 

Tf Average number of freight trains per day = 6 

Tp Average number of passenger trains per day = 0 

Sf Maximum timetable speed for freight train = 10 mph 

Sp Maximum timetable speed for passenger train = Y 

TVSI	 = (Tfx Sf) + (Tp x Sp)
 

= (6 x 10) + (0 x Y)
 

= 60 + 0
 



TVSI	 = 60 

The Average Daily Traffic (ADT) over the existing road is currently 

500 vehicles. The CITY anticipates that number to increase by 10% in the 

next three (3) years. Based on the ADT and the TVSI the proposed crossing 

would not meet the criteria for closure pursuant to Section 1536.40 of the 

Illinois Administrative Code. The Commission should find, based on the 

totality of the evidence presented, public safety would require a signalized 

crossing at the proposed site. 

The location of the proposed crossing does not interfere with the 

Respondent's operational activities such as switching and usage of passing 

tracks, and the installation of the proposed crossing would not result in 

substantial delay of, or hazard to, motor vehicles. The crossing does not pose 

risks to train crews or motorists beyond those normally associated with at

grade crossings. 

B.	 The Commission shall order the construction of a new grade crossing at 

Hanna Drive ifall ofthe criteria set forth in subsection (a) ofSection 1536.40 

of Title 92 of the Illinois Administrative Code are satisfied or if, under the 

provisions of Section 18c-740 1 of the Illinois Transportation Law 625 ILCS 

5/18c-740 1 (ICIL), the Commission finds, based on the totality of evidence 

presented, public convenience and necessity requires the opening. 

It is submitted by the Petitioner that based on the totality of the evidence 



presented in this Petition, and any subsequent hearing, that public 

convenience and necessity favor the opening of the proposed crossing. 

C.	 It is submitted by the Petitioner that the construction of the Hanna Drive 

Extension and the crossing necessitated thereby will benefit the residents and 

businesses of the City of Pekin, Tazewell County, State of Illinois, through 

greatly improved public safety, the creation of employment opportunities, 

property tax revenues, state income tax revenues and sales and use tax use 

revenues. The safety and economic rewards to the community substantially 

outweigh the negligible risks associated with the establishment of the 

proposed crossing. 

WHEREFORE, The Petitioner prays this Honorable Commission set this matter for public 

hearing, and enter an order authorizing the installation of a new grade crossing in conjunction with 

the proposed extension of Hanna Drive in the City of Pekin, Tazewell County, State of Illinois. 

Respectfully Submitted, 

THE CITY OF PEKIN,
 
an lllinois municipal corporaf
 
the Petitioner,
 

By: 
Thomas R. en
 
Assistant Corporate Counsel
 



PROOF OF SERVICE 

The undersigned certifies that a copy of the foregoing instrument was served upon 

Mr. John M. Henriksen
 
Manager, Engineering Services
 
Canadian National
 
17641 South Ashland Avenue
 
Homewood, Illinois 60430
 

Mr. Tom Healey
 
Corporate Counsel
 
Canadian National
 
17550 South Ashland Avenue
 
Homewood, Illinois 60430
 

Linda S. Armbruster
 
CN Mgr Business Development and Real Estate
 
17641 South Ashland Avenue
 
Homewood, Illinois 60430
 

Dorothy Duncanson
 
Cincinnati Township Clerk
 
204 E. Main Street, PO Box 507
 
South Pekin, Illinois 61564
 

Mr. Jeff Harpring
 
Rail Safety Engineer
 
Illinois Department of Transportation, Rm 205
 
2300 South Dirksen Parkway
 
Springfield, 1l1inois 62764
 

Scott LaSalle
 
Local Roads & Streets Engineer
 
lOOT Region 3, District 4
 
401 Main
 
Peoria, Illinois 61602
 

by enclosing the same in an envelope addressed to said party at the address as stated above, with 
postage fully prepaid, and by depositing said envelope in the United States Post ~ce in Pekin, 
Illinois, this IL't~ay of Sf p-f.e,l/.-t k ,2007. // 

/' 


