
STATE OF ILLINOIS 

ILLINOIS COMMERCE COMMISSION
 

July 11, 2007 

Village of Park Forest, an Illinois Municipal Corporation; 
Petitioner, 

Vs. 
T07-0052 

Elgin, Joliet & Eastern Railway Company, a Delaware Corporation, and the 
Illinois Department of Transportation, 

Respondents. 

Petition to construct a pedestrian crossing at Western Avenue (AARIDOT #260 
638P) in the Village of Park Forest, Cook County, Illinois. 

Mr. Paul L. Stephanides 
Robbins, Schwartz, Nicholas, 

Lifton & Taylor, Ltd. 
179 North Chicago Street 
Joliet, IL 60432 

Dear Mr. Stephanides: 

Receipt is acknowledged of the original and four (4) copies of the Petition filed July 9, 2007 in the 
above matter. 

All future correspondence/pleadings should be filed with an original and two (2) copies 
and addressed to: Mr. Dave Lazarides, Director of Processing, Illinois Commerce Commission, 
527 East Capitol Avenue, Springfield, IL 62701 or you may file the original electronically through 
E-docket if you have an account. To apply for an account, please log on to ~.icc.iIIinois.gov 

and apply for an E-docket account. 

Processing and Information Section 

KI 

Cc: Staff: Mr. Brian Vercruysse 
Mr. Milton R. Sees, lOOT 
Ms. Ellen Schanzle-Haskins, lOOT 
Mr. Ken L. Hay, EJE 
Mr. Mark A. Paull, EJE 
Mr. Ray Baker, E.IE 
Mr. John Ostenburg, Village President 
Mr. Walter Kos, Cook County Highway Engineer 

527 East Capitol Avenue, Springfield, Illinois 62701 [TOO ("vITTY") [217] 782-i'434] 
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STATE OF ILLINOIS ffi rn1 @[@L!Wmi@ILLINOIS COMMERCE COMMISSION 

'.JUt 9 2007 ­

I:i:nois CO;i1mercs Commissior, 
VILLAGE OF PARK FOREST, ) RAIL SAFETYSECTION 

an ILLINOIS MUNICIPAL CORPORATION; ) 
) 

PETITIONER ) 
vs. ) Docket No-r;;- OQ5 ~ 

) 
ELGIN, JOLIET & EASTERN RAILWAY COMPANY, ) 
a DELAWARE CORPORATION, and the ILLINOIS ) 
DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION, ) 

) 
RESPONDENTS. ) 

) 

PETITION 

NOW COMES the Village of Park Forest, Illinois ("Village"), and respectfully petitions 

the Illinois Commerce Commission (the "Commission") as follows: 

1. The Village is an Illinois home rule municipal corporation of the State of Illinois 

located in Cook and Will Counties. 

2. The Elgin, Joliet and Eastern Railway Company, a Delaware Corporation 

("EJ&E"), is a registered rail carrier operating in the State of Illinois. 

3. There is an existing vehicular crossing of the EJ&E (US DOT Crossing 

Number/AAR 260 638P, railroad milepost 23.12) at Western Avenue in the Village of Park 

Forest. 

4. The Village seeks a permanent easement in order to install a five-foot crosswalk 

for pedestrian use on the west side of Western Avenue across the at-grade railroad crossing to 

relocate the crosswalk on the south side of the crossing and to install new crosswalk on the north 
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side of the crossmg. The crosswalk shall be constructed by the Illinois Department of 

Transportation, subject to reimbursement by the Village. There currently exists a gravel worn 

path on the north side of the at-grade crossing and a crosswalk currently exists across the at­

grade railroad crossing. 

5. There is no other pedestrian crossing in this area and the public will continue to 

cross the EJ&E tracks without the benefit of a pedestrian crossing at the railroad crossmg. 

Without a pedestrian crossing at this location, the area is not safe for foot traffic. 

6. If approved, the Village agrees to compensate the EJ&E, for the permanent 

easement across the grade crossing and to provide for costs incurred for engineering and 

installation of the proposed crosswalk as well as all maintenance cost. 

7. The Village agrees to incur all costs associated with the appropriate level of 

pedestrian warning devices needed at the railroad crossing as determined by the Commission to 

protect pedestrians using the proposed crosswalk 

8. The Village requests that the entire costs of the future maintenance of any 

pedestrian gates at the railroad crossing be borne by the EJ&E, if such pedestrian warning 

devises are determined necessary by the Commission. 

9. The Village agrees to post and maintain standard pedestrian warning signs as 

determined necessary by the Commission for the crosswalk. 

lO. The Village agrees to enter into a private crossmg agreement ("License 

Agreement") with the EJ&E, with respect to language concerning fees, use, insurance, 

placement, type of crossing surface, appropriate warning devices, safety concerns, shared-use 

and crosswalk specifics, including construction and maintenance; however, the Village and 

EJ&E, are unable to reach an agreement on Respondent's demand for indemnification by the 
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Village against any and all claims or injuries arising from or attributable to Respondent's sole 

fault, failure or negligence as part of the proposed License Agreement. The Village respectfully 

requests that the Commission rule that the Village does not have to enter into such 

indemnification language as part of the proposed License Agreement. 

11. The Village requests that the proposed plan of Respondent, the Illinois 

Department of Transportation, attached hereto as Group Exhibit A, hie approved by the 

Commission, with such necessary safety devises as determined necessary by the Commission to 

protect pedestrians crossing the railroad right-of-way on the proposed sidewalk. 

12. Petitioner requests that the request for the acquisition of a pennanent easement for 

the installation of the proposed crosswalk across the railroad right-of-way sought in this Petition 

be granted without a hearing. 

13. The Village agrees to accept service by electronic means as provided for in 

Section 200.1050 of the Illinois Administrative Code. 

WHEREFORE, the Petitioner, the Village of Park Forest, respectfully prays that an Order 

be entered granting the Village the relief sought in this Petition, including, but not limited, the 

granting of a permanent easement for a crosswalk at Western Avenue in the Village and that the 

proposed license agreement for said crosswalk be ordered to be modified, if it is determined that 

said license agreement is necessary, striking language regarding an obligation of the Village to 

indemnify the Respondent, the Elgin, Joliet and Eastern Railway Company, and for such further 

relief as the Illinois Commerce Commission deems just and proper. 
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Respectfully submitted, 

VILLAGE OF PARK FOREST 
350 Victory Drive -Park Forest, Illinois 60466 

Paul L. Stephanides, one of ts attorneys 

Paul L. Stephanides 
Joseph P. Montana 
ROBBINS, SCHWARTZ, NICHOLAS, LIFTON & TAYLOR, LTD. 
179 North Chicago Street 
Joliet, Illinois 60432 
Telephone Number: (815) 722-6560 
Facsimile: (815) 722-0450 
e-mail addresseses:pstephanides@rsnlt.com 

imontana(lV,rsnlt.com 
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VERIFICATION 

I, Paul L. Stephanides, being duly sworn under oath, depose and say that I am one of the 
attorneys for the Village of Park Forest, Illinois, and that I have read the foregoing Petition, 
know the contents thereof, and the same is true in substance and in fact, to the best of my 
knowledge and belief. . ~ -'~.::;;:. 

ilJi,~ .~\ 
Paul L. StePhan~ 
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STATE OF ILLINOIS
 

ILLINOIS COMMERCE COMMISSION
 

VILLAGE OF PARK FOREST, )
 
an ILLINOIS MUNICIPAL CORPORATION; )
 

)
 
PETITIONER )
 

vs. ) Docket No .. 07­
) 

ELGIN, JOLIET & EASTERN RAILWAY COMPANY, ) 
a DELAWARE CORPORATION, and the ILLINOIS ) 
DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION, ) 

)
 
RESPONDENTS. )
 

)
 

NOTICE OF FILING 

To: See Attached Service List 

PLEASE TAKE NOTICE that on July 5, 2007, I filed by UPS Ovemight Mail with the 
Clerk of the Illinois Commerce Commission, the Village of Park Forest's PETITION, a~co~.......,-
which is hereby served upon you. rJ 

------'-'~(N~i~· ~.~~~_ 

CERTIFICATE OF MAILING 

I, PAUL L. STEPHANIDES, an attorney, certify that I caused a copy of this Notice and 
document referenced above to be served upon the attached service list via US Mail, postage 
prepaid, this 5th day of July, 2007. 

V-i~-
PAUL L. STEPHANIDE 

PAUL L. STEPHANIDES 
P. JOSEPH MONTANA 
ROBBINS, SCHWARTZ, NICHOLAS, 

LIFTON & TAYLOR, LTD. 

179 N. Chicago Street 
Joliet, IL 60432 
Telephone Number: (815) 722-6560 
Facsimile: (815) 722-0450 
e-mail addresseses:pstephanides@rsnlt.com 

jmontana(mrsnlt.com 

Z:\PLS\ViIlage of Park Forest\ICC - Western Avenue\NofCos I.doc 



SERVICE LIST 

Mr. Raymond Baker, Chief Engineer 
ELGIN, JOLIET & EASTERN RAILWAY COMPANY 
1 North Buchanan 
Gary, Indiana 46402 

Ms. Ann Nelson 
Manager Asset Management 
ELGIN, JOLIET & EASTERN RAILWAY COMPANY 
1141 Maple Road 
Joliet, Illinois 60432 

Mr. Michael E. Stead 
Rail Safety Program Administrator 
ILLINOIS COMMERCE COMMISSION 
527 East Capitol Avenue 
Springfield, Illinois 62701 

Mr. Brian Vercruysse, P.E. 
Railroad Safety Specialist 
Transportation Division 
ILLINOIS COMMERCE COMMISSION 
527 East Capitol Avenue 
Springfield, Illinois 62701 

Mr. Andy E. Rabadi, P.E. 
Scting Railroad Coordinator 
Bureau of Design 
ILLINOIS DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION 
210 West Center Court 
Schaumburg, Illinois 60196 


