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From: Jeff Burdick FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 

ComEd Media Relations 
312/394-3500    

 

ComEd to Consider Additional Substation Sites Along I-90  
for Northwest Reliability Project 

Announcement of final proposed transmission route, substation site expected in early 2007 
 

HUNTLEY, Ill. (Nov. 16, 2006) – As part of Phase III of the Northwest Reliability Project, 
ComEd is expanding the substation study area to include additional possible locations along 
Interstate 90. The goal is to find the best site for a proposed new substation and meet the long-
term electrical needs of fast-growing suburbs such as Gilberts, Algonquin and Huntley.  
 
The expanded study area will include properties available for sale adjacent to I-90 from Powers 
Road, up to a mile west of Route 47. Each site will be evaluated based on minimal 
environmental impact, meeting engineering needs, and purchase cost. A ComEd-owned property 
south of Powers Road and a mile east of Route 47 remains under consideration. 
 
An undeveloped parcel near the southeast corner of the I-90/Route 47 interchange (across from 
the Prime Outlets Mall) was previously considered; however, ComEd and the seller could not 
agree on a fair market price – a cost ultimately absorbed by all ComEd customers.  
 
“We are committed to increasing electrical capacity and maintaining reliability for our customers 
in a financially responsible manner,” said John Costello, ComEd’s executive vice-president and 
chief operating officer. “A site along I-90 would offer several advantages from an engineering 
and future reliability perspective, but we will continue to evaluate previously identified 
substation sites to determine the most prudent option.” 
 
Phase III of the Northwest Reliability Project also calls for a new transmission line. ComEd 
plans to host an open house in early 2007 to announce the final proposed transmission route and 
substation site. This will provide time for the project team to carefully analyze information about 
new area developments, engage local property owners, and study additional substation sites. 
 
The Northwest Reliability Project began in the mid-’90s to meet growing energy demand in 
southeast McHenry and northeast Kane counties, among the fastest developing areas in 
metropolitan Chicago. Local demand for electricity is currently growing 6 percent per year – or 
triple the average annual growth in the ComEd service area. Over the next five years, local 
demand growth is expected to reach 10 percent per year. 
 
 

- more - 



ComEd Expands Substation Study Area 
p. 2 

 
 
During the Northwest Reliability Project’s first two phases, ComEd constructed a substation 
north of Huntley in 1999, a substation near Algonquin in 2001, and a transmission line between 
the two stations. 
 
For Phase III, ComEd previously narrowed the transmission line route down to two options. 
Details about both options were shared at an open house earlier this year. Both remain under 
consideration and would run along the Interstate 90 right-of-way from the existing Gilberts 
substation near Randall Road to just east of the Prime Outlets Mall. The proposed routes then 
follow north to Freeman Road along a property line located a mile east of Route 47. The routes 
would connect to an existing transmission line in southern McHenry County either by: 
 

1. Continuing north to Kreutzer Road and then east to the transmission line that feeds into 
the Algonquin substation, or 

2. Turning east along Freeman Road and then north along Galligan Road to Dundee Road 
and tap into the same transmission line that feeds into the Algonquin substation. 

Once a final proposed substation site and transmission route are determined, ComEd will hold an 
open house to share the details with area residents. The proposal will then be forwarded to the 
Illinois Commerce Commission for its review and approval. 
 
For more information or to view project maps (including the expanded substation study area), 
visit www.NWReliability-ComEd.com, or contact 877-491-0112.  

 
### 

 
Commonwealth Edison Company (ComEd) is a unit of Chicago-based Exelon Corporation (NYSE: EXC), one of the nation’s 
largest electric utilities with approximately 5.2 million customers and more than $15 billion in annual revenues. ComEd provides 
service to approximately 3.7 million customers across Northern Illinois, or 70 percent of the state’s population. 
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From: Jeff Burdick FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 

ComEd Media Relations 
312/394-3500    

 

ComEd to Consider Additional Substation Sites Along I-90  
for Northwest Reliability Project 

Announcement of final proposed transmission route, substation site expected in early 2007 
 

HUNTLEY, Ill. (Feb. 28, 2007) – As part of Phase III of the Northwest Reliability Project, 
ComEd is expanding the substation study area to include additional possible locations along 
Interstate 90. The goal is to find the best site for a proposed new substation and meet the long-
term electrical needs of fast-growing suburbs such as Gilberts, Algonquin and Huntley.  
 
The expanded study area will include properties available for sale adjacent to I-90 from Powers 
Road, up to a mile west of Route 47. Each site will be evaluated based on minimal 
environmental impact, meeting engineering needs, and purchase cost. A ComEd-owned property 
south of Powers Road and a mile east of Route 47 remains under consideration. 
 
An undeveloped parcel near the southeast corner of the I-90/Route 47 interchange (across from 
the Prime Outlets Mall) was previously considered; however, ComEd and the seller could not 
agree on a fair market price – a cost ultimately absorbed by all ComEd customers.  
 
“We are committed to increasing electrical capacity and maintaining reliability for our customers 
in a financially responsible manner,” said John Costello, ComEd’s executive vice-president and 
chief operating officer. “A site along I-90 would offer several advantages from an engineering 
and future reliability perspective, but we will continue to evaluate previously identified 
substation sites to determine the most prudent option.” 
 
Phase III of the Northwest Reliability Project also calls for a new transmission line. ComEd 
plans to host an open house in early 2007 to announce the final proposed transmission route and 
substation site. This will provide time for the project team to carefully analyze information about 
new area developments, engage local property owners, and study additional substation sites. 
 
The Northwest Reliability Project began in the mid-’90s to meet growing energy demand in 
southeast McHenry and northeast Kane counties, among the fastest developing areas in 
metropolitan Chicago. Local demand for electricity is currently growing 6 percent per year – or 
triple the average annual growth in the ComEd service area. Over the next five years, local 
demand growth is expected to reach 10 percent per year. 
 
 

- more - 
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During the Northwest Reliability Project’s first two phases, ComEd constructed a substation 
north of Huntley in 1999, a substation near Algonquin in 2001, and a transmission line between 
the two stations. 
 
For Phase III, ComEd previously narrowed the transmission line route down to two options. 
Details about both options were shared at an open house earlier this year. Both remain under 
consideration and would run along the Interstate 90 right-of-way from the existing Gilberts 
substation near Randall Road to just east of the Prime Outlets Mall. The proposed routes then 
follow north to Freeman Road along a property line located a mile east of Route 47. The routes 
would connect to an existing transmission line in southern McHenry County either by: 
 

1. Continuing north to Kreutzer Road and then east to the transmission line that feeds into 
the Algonquin substation, or 

2. Turning east along Freeman Road and then north along Galligan Road to Dundee Road 
and tap into the same transmission line that feeds into the Algonquin substation. 

Once a final proposed substation site and transmission route are determined, ComEd will hold an 
open house to share the details with area residents. The proposal will then be forwarded to the 
Illinois Commerce Commission for its review and approval. 
 
For more information or to view project maps (including the expanded substation study area), 
visit www.NWReliability-ComEd.com, or contact 877-491-0112.  

 
### 

 
Commonwealth Edison Company (ComEd) is a unit of Chicago-based Exelon Corporation (NYSE: EXC), one of the nation’s 
largest electric utilities with approximately 5.2 million customers and more than $15 billion in annual revenues. ComEd provides 
service to approximately 3.7 million customers across Northern Illinois, or 70 percent of the state’s population. 
 
Reasons for delay and changes… 
 

Proposed routes and substation sites communicated to public at May 17, 2006 Open House. 
 
ComEd considered additional substation sites within expanded substation siting area along I-90 

tollway. 
 

Final proposed route selection required additional analysis. 
 
ComEd/Arcadis initiated follow-up research and analysis. 
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Contact:  Jeff Burdick  FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 

ComEd Media Relations 
312-394-3500    

 

ComEd Unveils Proposed Transmission Route, Substation Site  
at Open House in Huntley-Gilberts Area 

Phase III of Northwest Reliability Project to meet fast-growing local energy needs 

HUNTLEY, Ill. (March 22, 2007) – Following a comprehensive 15-month study, 
ComEd has announced its proposed transmission line route and substation site for Phase 
III of the Northwest Reliability Project. Phase III will increase electrical capacity and 
maintain reliability to meet the needs of fast-growing suburbs such as Gilberts, 
Algonquin and Huntley. 
 
Details about the proposed route and substation site were shared yesterday with 74 area 
residents who attended the Wednesday open house.  The proposal will be submitted to 
the Illinois Commerce Commission (ICC) in April. 
 
The proposed route calls for an 11.6-mile transmission line to follow 6.5 miles along the 
right of way on the south side of Interstate 90. The line will start at the Gilberts substation 
near Randall Road and continue west to the new substation site for which ComEd has a 
purchase agreement at I-90 and Sandwald Road. The transmission line will turn north 
about a mile east of Route 47 and I-90, to follow property lines to Kreutzer Road.  It then 
will travel east 2 miles to connect with an existing transmission line feeding the 
Algonquin substation.  
 
“The route satisfies the Northwest Reliability Project’s key mission of maintaining 
reliable service for customers, and meeting rapidly growing electricity demand in 
southeast McHenry and northeast Kane counties,” said John Costello, ComEd’s executive 
vice-president and chief operating officer. 
 
ComEd has held six open houses during each stage of the development process to inform 
and gather public input.  Nearly 500 residents have attended these forums, and the project 
Web site has attracted about 7,500 visits.  
 
“Development of Phase III has been a collaborative effort, and ComEd appreciates the 
input provided by the public, municipalities and other stakeholders. Along with the 
environmental and resource study we conducted, the public’s input has resulted in a route 
that can best address current and future development needs,” Costello said. 
 
 

- more - 
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Phase III is the final phase of a larger capacity and reliability project begun in 1994 
collectively known as the Northwest Reliability Project. Local demand for electricity is 
currently growing 6 percent per year – or triple the average annual growth in the ComEd 
service area. In addition over the next five years, local demand growth is expected to 
increase to a growth level of 10 percent per year. 
 
During the Northwest Reliability Project’s first two phases, ComEd constructed a new 
substation and transmission line north of Huntley in 1999 and a new substation and a 
transmission line near Algonquin in 2001.  
 
Phase III will add about 68 megawatts of capacity to effectively serve businesses and 
residents in southeast McHenry and northeast Kane counties. (On average, 1 MW 
provides enough electricity to serve approximately 225 homes.) 
 
Local reliability also will be enhanced by extra transmission pathways for customers 
served by the Gilberts, Algonquin and proposed Phase III substation near I-90 and 
Sandwald Road.  Currently, transmission lines serve the Gilberts and Algonquin 
substations from only one direction. By connecting the three substations in a loop, each 
substation will be served from two directions, creating a backup source of power in case a 
single incident (like a truck hitting a pole) damages a transmission line. 
 
To view maps of the preliminary substation sites and transmission line corridors, visit the 
“Maps” section of the project Web site at www.NWReliability-ComEd.com. Or contact 
877-491-0112 for more information.  

### 
 
Commonwealth Edison Company (ComEd) is a unit of Chicago-based Exelon Corporation (NYSE: EXC), one of the 
nation’s largest electric utilities with approximately 5.2 million customers and more than $15 billion in annual 
revenues. ComEd provides service to approximately 3.7 million customers across Northern Illinois, or 70 percent of 
the state’s population. 
 



Fact Sheet 
 

Northwest Reliability Project, Phase III 
PROPOSED SUBSTATION 

 
Background 
The substation proposed for Phase III, named Sandwald Substation, will receive high-
voltage, 138-kilovolt (kV) energy from the transmission system and transform it into a 
lower voltage (12 kV) for distribution to local businesses and residences. By adding 
another substation to an area that is quickly approaching electrical capacity, system 
reliability is enhanced by relieving the electric load on existing substations, reducing the 
geographic areas each substation must serve, and shortening the average distance 
electricity must travel to reach customers. 
 
Phase III Substation 
The Sandwald substation will be similar to the substations built for the first two phases of 
the Northwest Reliability Project. The Phase I substation was built north of Huntley in 
1999, and the Phase II substation was constructed near Algonquin in 2001.  
 
The new substation will provide increased capacity and serve residences and businesses 
in portions of Huntley, Gilberts, Hampshire and Pingree Grove. Many factors were 
considered to identify the most feasible substation site. Foremost is the need to be at least 
4 acres in size. Other factors weighed included proximity to customer demand, other 
substations and transmission lines; the ability to match load growth; ease of accessibility 
for running a transmission line in and out; minimal construction challenges; 
environmental sensitivities; current land use; and the ability for ComEd to secure the site.  
 
ComEd’s proposal is to construct the Sandwald substation on an approximately 50-acre 
site for which ComEd has a purchase agreement. This is located on the south side of 
Interstate 90 near Sandwald Road. The substation site is expected to require about 4 
acres, and the remaining acres will include detention areas for storm water, protection of 
wetlands, and ample space for future expansion of facilities and buffering equipment 
from surrounding properties. 
 

 
March 2007 

 
 



 

 

Fact Sheet 
 

Northwest Reliability Project, Phase III 
PROPOSED TRANSMISSION ROUTE 

 
 
The proposed route for the Phase III calls for an 11.6-mile transmission line, including 
6.5 miles that will follow Interstate 90 along the south right-of-way. This portion of the 
line will start at the Gilberts substation near Randall Road and continue west to the new 
substation site at I-90 and Sandwald Road for which ComEd has a purchase agreement. 
From I-90, the transmission line will turn north about a mile east of Route 47 and follow 
property lines cross-country to Kreutzer Road.  It then will travel east 2 miles to connect 
with an existing transmission line that feeds the Algonquin substation.  
 
As used in the first two phases, the Phase III transmission line will feature mostly 138 kV 
double-circuit lines built on steel, single-pole structures. Heights will vary depending on 
location. The cross-country portions of the transmission line will range from 65 to 75 feet 
tall, which is similar to the heights of overland poles used in Phases I and II.  For the 
transmission line along the I-90 right-of-way, poles heights will range from 115 to 140 
feet.  
 
The new transmission line will provide the capacity needed to deliver electricity to 
customers in the rapidly growing southeast McHenry and northeast Kane counties. Local 
reliability also will be enhanced by the creation of extra transmission pathways for 
customers served by the Gilberts, Algonquin and proposed Phase III substation.  
Currently, the Gilberts and Algonquin substations are served by a transmission lines from 
only one direction. By connecting the three substations in a loop, each substation will be 
served from two directions, creating a networked or backup source of power in case a 
single incident (such as a tornado that takes out the lines) damages a transmission line. 
 

 
March 2007 
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Phase III of the Northwest Reliability Project 

 
 

ComEd Open House 
March 21, 2007 

 
 
 
 

Illinois Commerce Commission Contact Information 
 
 
If you have questions regarding the ICC review process, please review the following dockets on 
the ICC website. 
 
Docket No. 06-0179 and 06-0706 
 
http://www.icc.illinois.gov/e-Docket/ 
 
 
 
 
You may also contact ICC Staff at: 
 
Ron Linkenback 
(217) 524-0729 
rlinkenb@icc.illinois.com 



 
 

 
Phase III of the Northwest Reliability Project 

March 2007 
Comment Form 

 
Thank you for your interest in this project. Please complete the appropriate sections of this form to be 
included on the project mailing list and to provide any comments or questions you would like addressed. 
You may submit your comments orally to a Phase III of the Northwest Reliability Project staff member, or 
by writing your comments in the space provided below. Written comments can be submitted to a Phase 
III of the Northwest Reliability Project staff member, or mailed to the address on the back of this sheet.  
For more information about the project, please go to www.NWReliability-ComEd.com or call toll free at 
1-877-491-0112. 

 I would like to be kept informed of the ongoing progress of this project. Please include my name on 
the mailing list. 

Please Print 
        E-mail address 
 
 
Name        Organization     

   
 
Street Address      Daytime Phone No. (optional)   

    
 
City       State    Zip Code  
               
Please indicate any questions, comments, or concerns you have about the project in the 
comment section below (continue on back if necessary). 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Thank you for your time and interest in the Phase III of the Northwest Reliability Project.



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 
 

Please fold in thirds, staple and affix postage 
 

ARCADIS 
35 E. Wacker Drive, Suite 1000 
Chicago, IL 60601 

 
 
 
 
 

  ARCADIS 
   35 E. Wacker Drive, Suite 1000 
  Chicago, IL 60601 

 
 

 
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 

 
 

Affix 

Postage 
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Contact:  800-EDISON-1  FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 

 
 

 

ComEd Submits Petition for Phase III of Northwest Reliability Project 
to Illinois Commerce Commission 

New substation and transmission line to meet fast-growing local energy needs 

HUNTLEY, Ill. (May 15, 2007) – Following a comprehensive 15-month study, ComEd 
today submitted its petition for approval of Phase III of the Northwest Reliability Project 
to the Illinois Commerce Commission (ICC). ComEd proposes to build a new 
transmission line and substation to increase electrical capacity and maintain reliability in 
the fast-growing suburbs such as Gilberts, Algonquin and Huntley. 
 
ComEd shared details about the proposed route and substation site with the public at an 
open house in Huntley on March 21. This was the sixth open house ComEd held for 
Phase III. Previous forums solicited public input and provided updates during each step 
of the project’s development.  Nearly 500 residents have attended these forums, and the 
project Web site, www.NWReliability-ComEd.com, has attracted more than 9,000 visits. 
 
“We thank the many local residents, municipal officials and stakeholders for their 
involvement in the process. Their participation, questions and input were invaluable in 
selection of the final plan we have submitted to the ICC,” said John Costello, ComEd’s 
executive vice-president and chief operating officer. 
 
“With large transmission projects, it is never possible to deliver increased capacity and 
reliability in an area like this while eliminating all impact to individual stakeholders. But 
this proposal is the best approach for minimizing any impact and maximizing benefits on 
behalf of our customers and the region’s economic development,” Costello said. 
 
The proposed route calls for an 11.6-mile transmission line – 6.5 miles of which will 
follow the right of way on the south side of Interstate 90. The line will start at the 
Gilberts substation near Randall Road and continue west to the new substation site for 
which ComEd has a purchase agreement at I-90 and Sandwald Road. The transmission 
line will turn north about a mile east of Route 47 and I-90, following property lines to 
Kreutzer Road.  It then will travel east 2 miles to connect with an existing transmission 
line feeding the Algonquin substation.  
 

 
- more - 
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Over the next 12 months the ICC, a state agency that serves as ComEd’s regulator, is 
expected to review ComEd’s proposal and schedule public hearings to collect both local 
and technical input. ComEd cannot begin construction of the transmission line without 
ICC approval. 
 
Phase III is the final phase of the Northwest Reliability Project, which began in 1994 to 
increase capacity and reliability in the area. Local demand for electricity is currently 
growing 6 percent per year – or triple the average annual growth in the ComEd service 
area. In addition, over the next five years, local demand is expected to increase at a rate 
of 10 percent per year. 
 
During the Northwest Reliability Project’s first two phases, ComEd constructed a new 
substation and transmission line north of Huntley in 1999, and extended the transmission 
line to a new substation near Algonquin in 2001.  
 
Phase III will add about 68 megawatts of much needed capacity to serve businesses and 
residents in southeast McHenry and northeast Kane counties. (On average, 1 MW can 
provide enough electricity to serve approximately 225 average-sized homes.) 
 
Extra transmission pathways created by the Northwest Reliability Project also will 
enhance local reliability for customers served by the Gilberts, Algonquin, North Huntley, 
and the proposed “Sandwald” substation near I-90 and Sandwald Road.  Currently, 
transmission lines serve the Gilberts, Algonquin, and North Huntley substations from 
only one direction. Phase III calls for the completion of the loop connecting the three 
substations, so that each substation will be served from two directions.  This creates an 
independent source of power in case one of the transmission lines goes down. 
 
For more information, visit the project Web site at www.NWReliability-ComEd.com. Or 
call 800-EDISON-1 for more information.  

 
### 

 
Commonwealth Edison Company (ComEd) is a unit of Chicago-based Exelon Corporation (NYSE: EXC), one of the 
nation’s largest electric utilities with approximately 5.2 million customers and more than $15 billion in annual 
revenues. ComEd provides service to approximately 3.7 million customers across Northern Illinois, or 70 percent of 
the state’s population. 
 



  

 
PHASE III OF THE NORTHWEST RELIABILITY PROJECT 

PROPOSED SUBSTATION SITE AND ROUTE 
OPEN HOUSE VI SUMMARY 

 
Huntley Park District Rec Center 

March 21, 2007 – 4:00 to 7:00 p.m. 
 
Number of Attendees – 75 
 
Comment Forms:  14 Forms: Received at Open House 
        
        
 
Summary of Comment Forms 

 
- Interest in having access to maps presented during the open house. 
- Interest in knowing the time frame for the project as well as the finality of the material presented. 
- Concern for the wildlife living in the marsh areas near Prairie Oaks, specifically blue heron, 

hawks, and eagles. 
- Interest in knowing what actions can be taken if the lines run near a concerned persons home or 

business.  
- Concern with the portion of the route running along Kreutzer Rd and its impact on newly 

constructed structures on Kreutzer property. 
- Interest in having the lines run on the north side of Kreutzer Rd. 
- Engineering concerns, specifically the need for multiple substations and how they pertain to 

reliability. 
- Concern that surveyors are being given permission to enter onto property without permission 

from the current residents. 
- Expressions of thanks for the informative presentation and for involving the community. 
- Remarks that the final proposed route is by far the best that has been presented and appears to 

affect the least amount of people. 
 

 
Summary of Questions/Comments Noted by Facilitators 

 
A review of the question and comment forms has not been completed at this time. 

 
 
Action Items 

-   Provide Bill and Jan Siers a copy of a GIS map focusing on their home with respect to the 
transmission line route (email is acceptable). 

-     Follow up with Alan Hassen regarding access to the maps presented during the open house. 
- Follow up with Margaret Knott concerning her questions of project time frame, the final decision, 

and actions residents can take regarding their concerns. 
-     Follow up with William Byrne concerning the number of substations and the reliability reasons for 

a new substation. 
-     Contact Frances Kreutzer regarding access to her property. 
-     Follow up with Linda Kreutzer-Burns regarding her opposition to the route along Kreutzer Rd.  

 
 



  

 
Summary of Attendees by Municipality 
 
Algonquin 2
Arlington Heights 1
Barrington 1
Chicago 1
Dundee 3
Gilberts 5
Hampshire 2
Highland Park 1
Huntley 50
Lake in the Hills 1
Marengo 1
Palatine 2
St. Charles 2
Unknown 3

Total        75 
 
 
Summary of Attendees by Notification 
 
The attendees were asked to identify how they were notified of the March 21, 2007 Open House when 
they signed in.  
 
Developers Meeting 4
Landings Airport 4
Mailer 26
Newspaper 10
Previous Open House 7
Word of mouth 3
Didn’t say 21

Total        75 
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