
































Neutral Tandem Location:
717 S. Wells, Chicago

Level 3 Locations:
111 N. Canal, Chicago
200 N. La Salle, Chicago
1305 Algonquin, Elk Grove

Level 3 Traffic:
# of Mins: > 56,000,000 / month
# of DS1s: 252

Illinois
Neutral Tandem 
Transport Network
Neutral Tandem has 
4,332 DS1s and 63,195 
DS1-Miles of Transport

Downtown
Chicago

Chicago 
Metro

Illinois





Collocation Equipment Shown in Mr. Gates’ Testimony

DSX-3
Panel

Fiber
Distribution

Panel

Fiber Optic
Terminal

Same equipment as
pictured on left but
at a different angle





Interconnection with Neutral Tandem
Reduces Level 3’s Cost

FIBER DISTRIBUTION FIBER DISTRIBUTION
PANEL PANEL

 FIBER OPTIC TERMINAL FIBER OPTIC TERMINAL

DSX-3 PANEL DSX-3 PANEL DSX-3 PANEL

DSX-3 PANEL DSX-3 PANEL

NT Provided LEVEL 3

LEVEL 3 SWITCH SITE

SWITCH
PORTS

LEVEL 3 ONLY REQUIRED TO MOVE A 
CROSS-CONNECT TO ESTABLISH 

CONNECTIVITY TO NEUTRAL TANDEM

SAME NUMBER OF PORTS 
REQUIRED ON LEVEL 3 

SWITCH

NT Pays 100%

Level 3 Pays Portion

NEUTRAL TANDEM 
PROVIDES ALL 
ELECTRONICS

LEVEL 3 SUPPLIES 
ELECTRONICS FOR 

AT&T TRANSIT





Comcast pays a portion of transport Level 3 pays a portion of transport

Neutral Tandem pays 100% of transport Neutral Tandem pays 100% of transport

Originating Carrier
Pays for Call Termination

“Calling Party Pays” Principle
Originating Carrier Responsible for Call Transport and Termination Costs

Originating
Network Transport Network

Terminating
Network

Cost borne by
Originating Carrier Originating Carrier Pays Transport/Transit Charges

AT&T charges $0.005118 per minute to Comcast
Neutral Tandem charges $0.00330 per minute to Comcast

Level 3 may charge Comcast Reciprocal Compensation

http://att.sbc.com/
http://www.comcast.com/default.html

