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Q. Please state your name and business address. 

A.  Rick D. Bargar. My business address is 2811 5th Avenue, Rock Island, Illinois 

61201. 

Q.  By whom are you employed and in what position? 

A.  I am employed by MidAmerican Energy Company (“MidAmerican”) as a Gas 

Mainman Journeyman. 

Q.  Please describe briefly your work history. 

A.  I have worked for MidAmerican or its predecessor corporation since March 3, 

1986, when I began as a custodian.  I entered the gas Mainman Apprenticeship 

on March 27, 1988 and became a Gas Mainman Journeyman on March 27, 

1991. 

Q.  On whose behalf are you testifying? 

A.  I am testifying on behalf of the Staff of the Illinois Commerce Commission 

(“Staff”). 

Q.  What is the purpose of your testimony? 

A.  The purpose of my testimony is to describe the incident related to the damage to 

MidAmerican’s gas facilities which occurred at 1437 41st Street, Rock Island, 

Illinois, on February 19, 2003.  

Q.  What happened at that location and time? 

A.  Vande Geest Plumbing & Heating, Inc. (“Vande Geest”) was making repairs to 

the sewer service at 1437 41st Street in Rock Island. While digging with a 

backhoe on top of MidAmerican’s gas main, it struck and damaged 
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MidAmerican’s gas main. 

Q.  Did Vande Geest hand dig around MidAmerican’s gas main? 

A.  No.  It appeared that Vande Geest began digging with the backhoe without first 

locating and exposing the gas main by hand or other low-impact form of 

excavation.    

Q.  Was MidAmerican notified of this excavation through the J.U.L.I.E. 

system? 

A.  Yes. On February 18, 2003, at 11:28 a.m., Vande Geest called in a request for a 

locate on a “rush” basis. Vande Geest stated it wanted the locate for work to be 

done the next day (February 19, 2003).  Attached as ICC Staff Exhibit 2.1 is a 

copy of the locate request submitted by Vande Geest.  

Q.  When was MidAmerican’s facility marked? 

A.  MidAmerican contracts with Great Plains Locating Service, Inc. (“GPLS”) to 

perform gas and electric locates in the Illinois Quad Cities area. GPLS 

conducted an accurate locate for this work on February 18, 2003 at 12:20 p.m. 

(DIG No. 0490800). 

Q.  How does MidAmerican know the facility was properly marked? 

A.  The locate marks still intact were accurate and GPLS also responded to the hit 

line and verified that their marks were accurate. To my knowledge, however, no 

pictures are available. 

Q.  Please describe the MidAmerican facility that was damaged. 
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A.  MidAmerican’s facility is a 2-inch, 20 psig plastic gas main. 

Q.  How deep was this gas main buried? 

A.  The gas main was buried at a depth of 36 inches. 

Q.  How was MidAmerican’s gas main damaged? 

A.  Vande Geest hit the plastic main with its backhoe and cut into it. 

Q.  How was it determined that Vande Geest damaged the gas main? 

A.  The leak was dispatched to MidAmerican Energy Company’s Leak Responder 

and I am the person who responded and investigated the incident.  Upon arrival 

at 1:26 p.m., I found Vande Geest’s backhoe next to the excavation and the gas 

blowing. 

Q.  When did MidAmerican receive notice of the damage?  

A.  At approximately 1:00 p.m. on February 19, 2003, MidAmerican was called by 

James from Vande Geest. 

Q.  What happened as a result of Vande Geest damaging this gas main? 

A.  Several neighboring houses were evacuated by the Rock Island Fire 

Department for safety reasons. The Rock Island Police Department was also 

called to the scene.    

Q.  How many customers were out of service as a result of this incident? 

A.  It was necessary for MidAmerican’s employees to dig two remote holes to shut 

off the flow of gas safely and to make the repairs. This resulted in an outage 

affecting four customers for six hours.    
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Q.  Were there any injuries as a result of this incident? 

A.  No. 

Q.  What was the amount of the damage to MidAmerican’s gas main? 

A.  The damage amounted to $1,720.04. 

Q.  Did MidAmerican submit a claim to Vande Geest for these damages?   

A.  Yes.  Claim Damage Job Number 1565704 referred to Vande Geest’s bill as 

GCCDMEC2003015994.  The total amount MidAmerican billed for this damage 

was $1,720.04.  The invoice was sent on February 27, 2003. 

Q.  Has this claim been paid by Vande Geest? 

A.  Yes.  Payment of the full amount was received from Continental Western 

Insurance on March 26, 2003. 

Q.  Was this incident the first time that Vande Geest had damaged 

MidAmerican’s gas facilities? 

A.  No. From October 2000 until this incident, Vande Geest dug into MidAmerican’s 

facilities on 10 separate occasions. On two of these occasions, Vande Geest did 

not request locates. MidAmerican submitted claims to Vande Geest for these 10 

incidents in a total amount of approximately $4,601.49. Vande Geest has paid 

all of these claims to date, except one for $617.41.  

After this incident, Vande Geest dug into MidAmerican’s facilities on four more 

separate occasions of which MidAmerican is aware. On two of these occasions, 

Vande Geest did not inform MidAmerican that it had caused damage to 
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MidAmerican’s gas lines.  Instead, Vande Geest made unauthorized repairs 

(GPLS reported one and the City of Rock Island reported another one).  

MidAmerican submitted claims to Vande Geest for these four additional 

incidents in a total amount of approximately $3,179.30. Vande Geest has paid 

two of these claims totaling $642.01. 

Q. Did MidAmerican report any of those 10 prior incidents involving Vande Geest to 

the Illinois Commerce Commission? 

A. No.  

Q.  Did MidAmerican file a formal incident report with the Illinois Commerce 

Commission concerning this February 19, 2003 incident? 

A.  Yes. MidAmerican filed a formal incident report on February 21, 2003.  Attached 

as ICC Staff Exhibit 2.2 is a copy of the incident report submitted by 

MidAmerican. 

Q. Does this conclude your direct testimony? 

A. Yes. 



 Docket No. 05-0409 
ICC Staff Exhibit 2.1 

 
 
 
 

Locate Request #490800 



OCARS Pro Ticket Inquiry

Ticket Inquiry

Ticket     Revision  

MBRCDE 00000 JULIE 02/18/2003 11:28AM 0490800-000 NEW SHRT STRT LREQ 

Ticket : 0490800 Date: 02/18/2003 Time: 11:28AM Oper: NLC Chan: 030
Old Tkt: 0490800 Date: 02/18/2003 Time: 11:28AM Oper: NLC Chan: 030 Rev : 000

State: IL Cnty: ROCK ISLAND Place: ROCK ISLAND CIT

Address : 1437
Street  : 41ST ST                                  Intersection: Y
Cross 1 : 14TH AVE
Location: IN THE CITY OF ROCK ISLAND

Grids   : T17NR01W06NW

Work type: REPAIRING BROKEN SEWER
Extent   : LOCATE; FRONT YARD FROM THE HOUSE TO THE CURB *URGENT FOR THEN
Work date: 02/19/2003 Time: 08:30 Hours Notice: 21 Priority: 1
Ug/Oh/Both: U Railroad: N Emergency: N
Done for:  

Company : VANDEGEEST PLUMBING                      Type: CONT CGR: N
Co addr : 3717 FIFTH AVENUE
City    : MOLINE                         State: IL Zip: 61265-
Caller  : IRA VANDEGEEST                 Phone: 309-764-3000 Ext:  
Contact : SAME                           Phone:  Ext:  
BestTime:  
Fax     : 309-764-3015

Remarks : (EXTENT CONT)-**CUSTOMER IS WITHOUT SERVICE-(EXTENT END)

Comments: 

Members : AMTCFA COXC0A GPLS0A IIGE0A RISL0A

Submitted date: 02/18/2003 Time: 11:28AM
[Taken Source: TE  Version: 2.1.40]

                         S  A 
Grid          Polygon    H  O   
======================================================================
T17NR01W06NW  600177266  1  0

file:///Z|/0025-03/JULIE Ticket.htm (1 of 2)8/10/2005 1:11:20 PM



OCARS Pro Ticket Inquiry

                              ----- ADD ------  ------- REMOVE -------
Member      Id          D  S  C  P  G  S  O  Y  C  P  G  S  O  Y  C  I
======================================================================
AMTCFA      42         1  1  0  0  1  0  0  0  0  0  0  0  0  0  0  0
COXC0A      225        1  1  0  0  1  0  0  0  0  0  0  0  0  0  0  0
GPLS0A      1205       1  1  0  0  0  0  0  1  0  0  0  0  0  0  0  0
IIGE0A      421        1  1  0  0  1  0  0  0  0  0  0  0  0  0  0  0
RISL0A      727        1  1  0  0  1  0  0  0  0  0  0  0  0  0  0  0

Members         Delivered       Seq#   Type
===========================================
AMTCFA      02/18/2003 11:29AM  00063  WATS
COXC0A      02/18/2003 11:54AM  00010  DDD
GPLS0A      02/18/2003 11:31AM  00149  WATS
IIGE0A      02/18/2003 11:29AM  00009  DUMY
RISL0A      02/18/2003 11:59AM  00003  DDD

file:///Z|/0025-03/JULIE Ticket.htm (2 of 2)8/10/2005 1:11:20 PM
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ILLINOIS COMMERCE COMMISSION 
Illinois Underground Utility Facilities Damage Prevention Act 

Incident Report 

Provide the following information and include copies of any relevant photos, drawings, damage 
reports, etc. 

Mail or Fax To: 
Manager, JULIE Enforcement 
Illinois Commerce Commission 
527 E. Capitol Avenue 
Springfield, IL 62701 
Fax (217) 524-5516 
Questions (217) 782-5911 

02/21/200302-19-2003 Time: 13:26Date: 
REPORT DATE:INCIDENT DATE & TIME: 

X

  

X Rock Island 
Rock Island, IL 
1437 41st ST 

GPLS 

Ira? Vande Geest 

(309) 764-3000 

61265 IL 
Moline 
3717 5th Ave 

Ira? Vande Geest 
Vande Geest Plumbing 

lyjones@MidAmerican.com

(309) 793-3813 
(309) 793-3702 

61201 IL 
Rock Island 
2811 5th Ave. 
MidAmerican Energy Company 

Lynn Jones 

*Right of Way

County ROW:

City ROW:

State ROW*:

Please Check One:

Private Property:

Public Property:

Please Check One: 

County: 
City/town: 
Address: 
INCIDENT LOCATION: 

LOCATE COMPANY: 

UTILITY OPERATOR: 

    E-Mail:

   Fax No.

Work No.

Zip Code: State: 
City: 
Address: 
Contact Person: 
EXCAVATOR: 

    E-Mail:

   Fax No.

Work No.

Zip Code: State: 
City: 
Address: 
Company: 
REPORTER: 



 INCIDENT DESCRIPTION: 
Provide a detailed explanation of the circumstances and cause of the incident:

  See Attachment 

If the incident was a result of the owner's/operator's failure to mark properly the location of underground facilities, provide a 
detailed sketch  and/or picture of the incident area and the damaged facilities that includes (a) the underground utilities, roads, fixed 
landmarks, etc., (b) the point of damage using distances to the landmarks, (c) the actual position of each paint mark or flag placed 
by the operator for the facility, and (c) the actual distances between the facilities and the paint or flags. 

JULIE Dig Number(s): 0490800

Mechanical Equipment/Hand Tool Involved: Case Backhoe  (500 series?)

Digging with Backhoe Nature of Excavation or Demolition (Trenching/Plowing/Drilling/Boring/etc.):

Direction of excavation relative to the facility: Parallel X Perpendicular

INCIDENT IMPACT: 
No. Customers Affected: 4 Repair Cost: 1367.59

Injury - No. of Outpatient Care: 0 Injury - No. of Inpatient Care: 0 Fatalities: 0

Fire Department Response: Yes X No X No     Police Department Response: Yes

Other Property Impacted: 
Other Property Repair Cost: 

FACILITIES INVOLVED: 
Type of facility (check one): 

  X Electric Water Gas CATV     Telecommunications Sewer Common Carrier Pipeline Facility 

Material Type:  (check one): 
X   Plastic Cast Iron Steel Copper   Concrete OtherFiber Optic

Facility Size: Pipe: 
Operating Pressure: 

2 

Voltage: 
Other: 

inches diameter
psig / inches water
Volts / Kv

20 

Facility Function (check one): 
X   Primary Main Service Secondary   Transmission Trunk Other

Depth Of Facility: 36 Inches 



Incident Description from Incident Report form – 0025-03 
 
MidAmerican Energy Company contracts GPLS to perform gas and electric locates in the Quad City area.  
GPLS conducted accurate locates (DIG No. 0490800-called in by Vande Geest as a rush 2-18-03 for 2-
19-03 at 8:30 AM) on 2-18-03 at 12:20 Noon for 1437 41st St, Rock Island, IL.  Vande Geest Plumbing 
was making repairs of the sewer service to this address on 2-19-03 and dug with a backhoe on top of the 
gas main (did not hand dig) ripping open the 20 lb. plastic gas main.  Several neighboring houses were 
evacuated by the fire dept. for safety reasons.  MidAmerican Energy Company gas employees dug two 
remotes holes to shut off the flow of gas safety and to make repairs.  This caused an outage of four 
customers at14:33 PM.  At 18:30 PM the gas was restored and the customer appliances relit.  
 
Per GPLS, Vande Geest has a history of not calling in locates, OR, calling in rush locates, OR not waiting 
for locates to be good.  They also have a history of not hand digging around facilities.  MidAmerican's 
preliminary research indicates that since 10-2000, Vande Geest dug into MidAmerican Energy 
Company's facilities ten times (prior to this event.).  Of these 10 times, Vande Geest has only paid for 6 of 
the claims.  Two of these times, they did not call for locates.  Total claims for the 10 previous incidents 
were $4,900.   
 
Once of these 10 was a more serious incident that occurred 5/28/02.  Customer, Frank Victor of 1460 25th 
Ave., Mol called in emergency locates at 10 AM for sewer repairs beginning ASAP (Locate no. was 
1481803). Contractor, Larry Vande Geest of Vande Geest Plumbing called for the same address on also 
on this day at 10:44 AM for NORMAL locates to begin 5/30 at 8:30 AM (Locate no. is 1482245).  Please 
note that it is possible that he requested rush locates and was  entered into the Julie system incorrectly. 
The site is immediately West of a school and it was in session.   
 
There is a 100 lb. natural gas main in this area.  GPLS locator contacted MidAmerican Leak Truck person 
and said that a high pressure standby of the Leak Truck would probably not be needed until 5/30 since the 
locates were not good until then.  GPLS notified the customer and contractor that a high pressure standby 
would be needed.  Locates were performed as appropriate.  However, GPLS did not mark a 2" 100 lb. 
steel high-pressure line (a 3" high pressure steel gas line was 5' away and it WAS located).   
 
Vande Geest DID NOT WAIT 48 hours and commenced excavation on 5/28/02 and exposed the 2" 
unmarked 100 lb. line safely.  Although it was not marked, he did not call back to verify what it was and 
commenced to cut gas line out of place with a concrete saw, creating a high pressure leak and potentially 
exposing himself and the school to an explosion.  Due to the loud noise and bad smell of the blowing gas, 
THE CUSTOMER called in the gas leak at 13:32 PM on 5/28 while Vande Geest jumped into the hole 
and ATTEMPTED TO STOP THE GAS LEAK WITH A MAKESHIFT (Water?) REPAIR CLAMP.  
Due to the high pressure, he was unsuccessful.  Please note that Vande Geest did not call Julie or 
MidAmerican that he had hit our line. 
 
The leak was dispatched to a MidAmerican Leak Truck and emergency response personnel.  Upon 
MidAmerican's arrival, we discovered that Vande Geest was gone and his backhoe was next to the 
excavation.  MidAmerican called for public emergency response assistance to direct traffic, a supervisor, 
and other appropriate personnel for help.  The high pressure line was isolated via six valves, and blown 
down to make repairs, which took all night.  This was a potentially very serious incident.   
 
The Moline Fire Chief mentioned that he wanted to turn Vande Geest in for negligence (have you heard I 
about this incident from them?).  Overall, it seems that Vande Geest does not care about safety of their 
employees and others or about the integrity of our systems. 
 
Any questions, please give us a call. 
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