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ARTICLEIX
UNBUNDLED ACCESS -- SECTION 251(¢)(3)

9.1 Accessto Networ k Elements'

911 Ameritechshal provide MCIm accessto Ameritech'sNetwork Elementson
an unbundled basisat any technically feasible point in accordance with the termsand conditionsof
this Article | X and the requirements of the Act, the FCC or the Commission. Ameritech shal
provide MCIm access to each unbundled Network Element, along with al of such unbundled
Network Element'sfeatures, functionsand capabilitiesin accordance with thetermsand conditions
of ArticleIT and as required by the Act, the FCC or the Commission, in a manner that shall allow
MCIm to provide any Telecommunications Servicethat can be offered by meansof that Network
Element; provided that the use of such Network Element is consistent with the Act.

912 Notwithstandinganythingto the contrary inthisArticlel X, Ameritechshal
not be required to provide Network Elements beyond those identified in 47 C.F.R. § 51.319 to
MClIm if:

(@  TheCommissionconcludesthat:

(1) such Network Element is proprietary or contains proprietary
information that will be revedled if such Network Element is
provided to MCIm on an unbundled basis; and )

(20  MClIm could offer the same proposed TelecommunicationsService
through the use of other, non-proprietary Network Elements within
Ameritech’'s network; or

(b)  TheCommissionconcludesthat thefailure of Ameritechto provideaccess
to such Network Element would not decrease the quality of, and would not
increase the financia or administrative cost of, the Telecommunications
Service MCIm seeks to offer, compared with providing that service over
other unbundled Network Elementsin Ameritech'snetwork.

9.1.3 Ameritechshal berequiredto makeavailableNetwork Elementsonly where
such Network Elements, including facilities and software necessary to provide such Network
Elements, are available. |If Ameritech makes available Network Elements that require special
construction, MCIm shall pay to Ameritech any applicable specia construction charges, as
determined in accordance withthe Act. The Partiesshall mutually agree on the nature and manner
of any requiredspecia construction, theapplicabl echargestheretoand the negotiated interval(s) that
will apply to the provisioningof such Network Element(s) in lieu of the standardintervalsset forth
on Schedule9.10.
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9.1.4 Ameritech shall permit MCIm to connect MClIm's facilities or facilities
provided to MCIm by third parties with each of Ameritech's unbundled Network Elementsat any
point on Ameritech'snetwork designated by MCIim that istechnically feasible.

92  Network Elements. Attherequestof MCIm, Ameritechshall provideMClmaccess
to the following Network Elements on an unbundled basis:

9.2.1 Loca Loops, asmorefully described on Schedule 9.2.1;

9.2.2 The Network Interface Device, as more fully described on Schedule 9.2.2;

9.2.3 Switching Capability, as more fully described on Schedule 92.3;

9.2.4 Interoffice TransmissionFacilities,as morefully describedonSchedule9.24;

9.25 Signaling Links and Call-Related Databases, as more fully described on
Schedule 9.2.5;

9.2.6 OperationsSupport Systems ("OSS'™) functions, as morefully described on
Schedule 926; and

9.2.7 Operator Services and Directory Assstance, as more fully described on
Schedule92.7.

9.2.8 Dark Fiber, asmorefully described on Schedule 9.24.
93  Combination of Network Elements.

9.3.1 Ameritech shall provide Network Elementsto MCIm in a manner that shall
alow MCIm to combine such Network Elements (a **Combination™) in order to provide a
TelecommunicationsService. When purchasing a Combination, MCIm will have access to all
featuresand capabilitiesof eachindividua Network Element that comprisessuch Combinationand
the specific technical and interface requirementsfor each of the Network Elementsshall apply, to
the extent technically feasible given the specific manner in which MCIm has requested that the
elements be combined.

932 Exceptupontherequestof MCIm, Arneritechshall provideNetwork Elements
separately from each other and shall not separate Network Elements it normally providesin
combination into separate Network Elements.

9.3.3 UponMClIm's request, Ameritech shall perform the functions necessary to
combine Ameritech's Network Elements, even if those elementsare not ordinarily combined in
Ameritech'snetwork; provided that such combinationis (i) technically feasibleand (ii) would not
impair the ability of other Telecommunications Carriersto obtain accessto unbundled Network
Elementsor to Interconnect with Ameritech'snetwork. Inaddition, upon request that is consi stent

6208212.2 Dated May 5, 1997
Printed 2110198 -21- Revised June 10, 1997



withtheabovecriteriaand subjectto Section 9.1.4, Ameritech shall performthefunctionsnecessary
to combineor connect Ameritech's Network Elementswithelementsor other equipmentor facilities
possessed, leased or owned by MCImin any technically feasiblemanner to allow MClmto provide

a TelecommunicationsService.

9.3.4 Ameritech shal makeavailableto MCIm the following Combinationsat the
rates set forthat Item V of the Pricing Schedule:

934.1

934.2

Unbundled Element Platformwith Operator Servicesand Directory
Assstance. ThisCombinationisdescribed on Schedule9.34.

Loop Combination. This Combination is described on Schedule
9.34. :

9343

Switching Combination #1. This Combination is described on
Schedule9.34.

9.3.5 Thefollowing Network Elementsand Combinations shall be requested by
MCIm in accordance with Section 9.6:

9.3.5.1
9.3.5.2
93.5.3

9354

9.3.5.5

9.3.5.6

9.3.5.7

93538

Unbundled Loop - Distribution.
Unbundled Loop - Concentrators/Multiplexers.
Unbundled Loop - Feeder.

Loop/Network Combination. This Combination is described on
Schedule9.3.5.

Switching Combination #2. This Combination is described on

Switching Combination #3. This Combination is described on

Switched Data Services. This Combination is described on
Schedule9.3.5.

Unbundled Element Platform without Operator Services and
Directory Assistance. ThisCombinationisdescribed on Schedule

9.36 Any requestby MClmfor Ameritechto provideany Combination other than
asset forthin Section 9.3.4, to combinethe unbundled Network Elementsof AmeritechwithMCIim
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-or to perform any other function under thisSection 9.3 shall be made by MCIm in accordancewith
94  Nondiscriminatory Accessto and Provision of Network Elements.

9.4.1 Subject to Section 9.4.3, the qudity of an unbundled Network Element, as
well asthe quality of the accessto such unbundled Network Element that Ameritech providesto
MClIm, shal be(i) thesamefor all TelecommunicationsCarriersrequesting accessto such Network
Element and (ii) at least equal in quality to that which Ameritech providesto itself, itssubsidiaries,
Affiliatesor any other person, unless Ameritech provesto the Commissionthat it is not technically
feasible to provide the Network Element requested by MClm or accessto such Network Element
at aleve of quality that isequal to that which Ameritech providesto itself.

94.2 Subject to Section 94.3, Ameritech shall provideMCIim accessto Network
Elements, on terms and conditions no less favorable than the terms and conditions under which
Ameritech provides such elements to itself, its subsidiaries, Affiliates and any other person,
including the time within which Ameritech provisionssuch accessto Network Elements, except as
may be provided by the Commission pursuant to Section 91.2

9.4.3 Upon the request of MCIm, Ameritech shall provideto MCIm a Network
Element and access to such Network Element that is different in quality to that required under
Sections 94.1 and 9.4.2, unless Ameritech proves to the Commission that it is not technically
feasible to provide the requested Network Element or access to such Network Element at the
requested level of quality. Any request by MClm for Ameritech to provideany Network Element
or accesstheretothat isdifferentin quality shall be made by MCIminaccordancewith Section 9.6.

95 Provisioningof Network Elements.

951 Ameritechshall provideMCim unbundled Network Elementsasset forthon
Schedule 95,

95.2 Ameritech shal provideMClm accessto the functionalities for Ameritech's
pre-ordering,ordering, provisioning, mai ntenanceand repair, and billingfunctionsofthe Operations
Support Systems functionsthat relate to the Network Elementsthat MCIm purchases hereunder.
Accessto such functionalities for the OperationsSupport Systemsfunctionsshall be asprovided in
Schedule 926 and the ImplementationPlan.

95.3 Prior to submitting an order for a Network Element that replaces, in whole
or in part, a service offered by Ameritech or any other telecommunications provider for which
Ameritechchangesa primary local exchangecarrier, MClm shall comply with the requirementsof
Section 10.11.1.

96  Availabilityof Additional or Different Quality Network Elements. Any request
by MClIm for accessto a Network Element or a Combinationor astandard of quality thereof that is
not otherwise provided by the terms of this Agreement at the time of such request shall be made
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pursuant to a BonaFide Request, as described in Siiestiifs 2.2, and shall besubject to the payment
by MCIm of all applicablecosts in accordance with Section 252(d)(1) of the Act to provide such
Network Element, Combination or access.

9.7  Pricing of Unbundled Network Elements.

9.7.1 Ameritech shall* charge M€t thie non-recurti ng (including any applicable
connection charges) and monthly recurring rates for unbundled Network Elements (including the
monthly recurring rates for these' specific Network Elements, service coordinationfee and Cross-
Connect charges) asspecifiedat Item V of the Pri¢ing schedule. If MCIm requestsor approvesan
Ameritechtechnicianto performi services in excessof or not otherwise contemplated by the Line
Connectlon Serv1ce Amerltech may charge MCIm for any addltl ona and reasonabl e Iabor charges

non-l:ecumng act1v1ty performed A the Ameéritech Central office or the Ameritech side of the
network intérface recﬁmzed t6’ connéct a specmc Network Element to any Customer-or enduser-
provided element or required to interdonnect contiguous Network Elements.

9. 7 2 It addition to any other applicable chargesunder thisArticlelX, if MCIm
purchases unbundted Local Switching elements, MCIm shall pay Ameritech:

(@  for interstate minutes of use traversing such unbundled Loca Switching
elements, the carrier common line charge described in 47 C.F.R. § 69.105
and a chargé equal to seventy-five percent (75%) of the interconnection
charge described in 47 C.F.R. § 69.124, only until the earliest of the
following, and not thereafter:

(1)  June 30, 1997;

(2)  Thelater of theeffectivedate of afinal FCC decisionin CC Docket
No. 94-45, Federa-State Joint Board on Universal Service, or the
effective date of a final FCC decision in a proceeding to consider
reform of interstate access charges, or

(3)  The date on which Ameritech is authorized to offer in-region
InterLATA serviceinlllinois, pursuant to Section271 of theAct; and

(b)  forintrastatetoll minutesof usetraversingsuch unbundled Local Switching
elements, intrastate access charges comparable to those listed in Section
9.7.2(a) and any explicit intrastate universal service mechanism based on
access charges, only until the earliest of the following, and not theresfter:

(1)  June30, 1997,

(2)  Theeffectivedateof the Commission's decisionthat Ameritech may
not assess such charges; or
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(3)  The date on which Ameritech is authorized to offer in-region
InterLATA servicein lllinois, pursuant to Section 271 of the Act.

9.7.3 If MCIm ordersa Combinationidentifiedin Section 934 and the provison
of any such Combination requires Ameritech to modify any of its existing systems, service
development processesor itsnetwork (beyond that requiredfor Ameritechto provisonitsownretail
services) to provide accessto such Combination, MClm shall be requiredto compensate Ameritech
for any costsincurredto provide accessto such Combination.

9.74 Subject to Sections29.3 and 29.5, theratesand chargesset forth or identified
in this Agreement are inclusive, and no other charges apply.

9.8 Billing. Ameritech shal bill MCIm for access to unbundled Network Elements

pursuant to the requirementsof Article XXVII to this Agreement.
99  Maintenanceof Unbundled Network Elements.

9.9.1 If (i) MCIm reportsto Ameritech asuspected failureof a Network Element,
(if) MClm reguestsadispatch, (iii) Ameritech dispatchesatechnician and (iv) such troublewas not
caused by Ameritech'sfacilities or equipment, then MCIm shall pay Ameritech atrip charge and
time chargesas set forth at Item V of the Pricing Schedule.

9.9.2 Ameritechshall provideM Clmmaintenanceof unbundled Network Elements
providedby Ameritech hereunderontermsand conditionsno lessfavorablethan Ameritechprovides
for itself, consistent with the Act.

910 Standards of Performance.

9.10.1 Ameritechshal provideto MClm accessto unbundled Network Elements(i)
in accordancewith Section 9.4, as determined by this Section 9.10 (including any Combinations,
servicelevelsand interval sthat may berequested by MClm and agreed upon by the Partiespursuant
to a Bona Fide Request), and (ii) as required by the Commission (collectively, the * Ameritech
Network Element Performance Benchmarks').

9.10.2 TodetermineAmeritech'scompliancewiththe Ameritech Network Element
PerformanceBenchmarks, Ameritechshall maintainrecordsof (i) specificcriterialistedinSchedule
9.10, which criteriaare the criteria that Ameritech currently measuresto evaluate its provision of
unbundled Network Elements, and (ii) such additiona criteria the Parties agree upon regarding
Arneritech'scompliancewith different performancelevel sand intervalsof suchNetwork Elements
(and Combinationsthereof) requested by MClm and provided by Arneritech pursuant to Section
96 andaBonaFideRequest (each, a"* Network Element PerformanceActivity'"). Ameritechshall
providerecordsrelating to the accessto unbundled Network Elements Ameritech providesto itself,
itssubsidiaries and Affiliates (the™ Ameritech NE Records™) and parallel recordsof the accessto
unbundled Network Elements Arneritech providesto (x) MCIm (the" M mNE Records™) and
(y) other LECSin the aggregate (the" Other LEC NE Records™).
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9.10.3 Ameritech shall provide to MCIm for each Reporting Period, by the
twenty-second (22nd) day of the following month, in a self-reportingformat, the Ameritech NE
Records, the MCIm NE Records and the Other LEC NE Records so that the Partiescan determine
Ameritech's compliance with the Ameritech Network Element Performance Benchmarks. If (i)
Ameritech fails to comply with an Ameritech Network Element Performance Benchmark with
respect to a Network Element Performance Activity for a Reporting Period, (ii) the samplesize of
the Network Element PerformanceA ctivity measuredfor suchReporting Period isstatistically valid
and (iii) the amount by which the applicable Ameritech Network Element Performance Activity
deviates from the corresponding Network Element Performance Benchmark is statistically
significant, then Ameritech shall have committed a " Specified Performance Breach".
Notwithstanding anything to the contrary in this Section 9.10.3, the Parties acknowledge that (i)
Ameritechshall not be requiredto provideto M Clm those Other LEC NE Recordsthat correspond
to and measure a level of quality and performance levels and intervals of unbundled Network

Elementsthat are requested by an other LEC pursuantto 47 C.F.R. $51.311(c) and Section 96 and
that are superior to that which MCIm requested Ameritech provide to MCIm hereunder, (ii) the
Other.LEC NE Recordsshall be provided to MCIm on an aggregate basisand (iii) such Other LEC
NE Recordsshall be provided to MCIm inamanner that preservesthe confidentiality of each other
LEC and any of such LEC's proprietary information (including CPNI).

9.104 In no event shall Ameritech be deemed to have committed a Specified
Performance Breach if Ameritech's failure to meet or exceed a Network Element Performance
Activity iscaused by aDelaying Event. If aDelayingEvent (i) preventsAmeritechfrom performing
a certain function or action that affects a Network Element Performance Activity, then such
occurrenceshall be excluded from the cal cul ation of such Network Element Performance Activity
and the determinationof Ameritech'scompliancewith the applicable Ameritech Network Element
Performance Benchmark or (i) only suspends Ameritech'sability to timely perform such Network
Element Performance Activity, then the applicabl e time-frame in which Ameritech'scompliance
with the Ameritech Network Element PerformanceBenchmark is measured shall be extended ona
like-time basisequal to the duration of such Delaying Event.

9.10.5 Upontheoccurrenceof aSpecified Performance Breachby Ameritech, MClm
may foregothedisputeescal ationproceduresset forthin Section 28.3 and (i) bring an action against
Ameritech in an appropriateFederal district court, (ii) file acomplaint against Ameritech with the
FCC pursuant to Sections 207 or 208 of the Act, (iii) seek adeclaratory ruling from the FCC, (iv)
file acomplaint in accordance with the rules, guidelinesand regul ationsof the Commission or (V)
seek other relief under ApplicableLaw.

9.10.6 MCIm shall also be entitled to any Credit Allowancespursuant to the same
terms and conditions that Ameritech offers Credit Allowancesto its Customers, including those
described on Schedule10.9.6.
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