


Advisory Bulletin No. ADB-11-01 
Issued January 10, 2011 
Natural Gas and HL Pipeline Operators  
Establishing MAOP / MOP Using Record Evidence, and Integrity 
Management Risk Identification, Assessment, Prevention, and Mitigation 

 PHMSA reminds operators of their responsibilities under Federal 
Integrity Management Regulations, to perform detailed threat and 
risk analyses that integrate accurate data and information from 
their entire pipeline system, especially when calculating MAOP or 
MOP, and to utilize these risk analyses in the identification of 
appropriate assessment methods, and preventative and mitigative 
measures. 



Advisory Bulletin No. ADB-11-04 
Issued July 27, 2011 
 Pipeline Safety: Pipeline Operators  
Potential for Damage to Pipeline Facilities Caused by Flooding 

Severe flooding is the kind of unusual operating condition that can 
adversely affect the safe operation of a pipeline and require corrective 
action under §§ 192.613(a) and 195.401(b). In October 1994, major 
flooding along the San Jacinto River near Houston, Texas, resulted in 
eight pipeline failures and compromised the integrity of several other 
pipelines. 
 
Prevent & Mitigate! 
1. Evaluate the accessibility … such as valve settings, which 
are needed to isolate water crossings or other sections of a pipeline. 
 
2. Extend regulator vents and relief stacks above the level of 
anticipated flooding, as appropriate. 
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 Pipeline Safety: Pipeline Operators  
Potential for Damage to Pipeline Facilities Caused by Flooding 

3. Coordinate with emergency and spill responders on pipeline location 
and condition. Provide maps and other relevant information to such 
responders. 
 
4. Coordinate with other pipeline operators in the flood area and 
establish emergency response centers to act as a liaison for pipeline 
problems and solutions. 
 
5. Deploy personnel so that they will be in position to take emergency 
actions, such as shut down, isolation, or containment. 
 
6. Determine if facilities that are normally above ground (e.g., valves, 
regulators, relief sets, etc.) have become submerged and are in danger 
of being struck by vessels or debris; if possible, such facilities should 
be marked with an appropriate buoy with Coast Guard approval. 
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7. Perform frequent patrols, including appropriate overflights, to evaluate right-
of-way conditions at water crossings during flooding and after waters subside. 
Determine if flooding has exposed or undermined pipelines as a result of new 
river channels cut by the flooding or by erosion or scouring. 
 
8. Perform surveys to determine the depth of cover over pipelines and the 
condition of any exposed pipelines, such as those crossing scour holes.  Where 
appropriate, … visual inspection by divers or instrumented detection. 
Information gathered by these surveys should be shared with affected 
landowners.  
 
9. Ensure that line markers are still in place or replaced in a timely manner. 
Notify contractors, highway departments, and others involved in post-flood 
restoration activities of the presence of pipelines and the risks posed by 
reduced cover. 

 



Advisory Bulletin No. ADB-2012- 03 
Issued March 6, 2012 
Potential for Material Degradation of Driscopipe 8000 

 PHMSA encourages operators to communicate and work 
with the manufacturer and their respective regulatory 
authorities to consider and implement any actions that are 
needed to address the issue as it relates to their systems. 
 

 Operators using Drisco8000 (1978-1999 vintage)pipe who 
have not already received communications from the 
manufacturer are encouraged to contact the manufacturer 



Degraded Driscopipe 800 



 Effective January 1, 2012, each operator of a gas 
pipeline, gas pipeline facility, LNG plant or LNG 
facility must obtain and Operator Identification 
Number.   

 Operator who already has OPID must, by January 1, 
2012, validate the information associated with each 
OPID number , and correct the information as 
necessary, but no later than June 30, 2012.  

 Operator must use assigned OPID for all reporting 
requirements. 

§191.22 – National Registry of Pipeline and 
LNG Operators 



 Operator must electronically notify PHMSA if certain 
events; 

 Notify not later than 60 days before the event occurs: 

§191.22 – National Registry of Pipeline and LNG Operators 

•Construction, rehabilitation, 
uprate, or update of facility (other 
than line pipe) that costs ≥$10 
million 
•Construction of 10 or more miles of 
a new pipeline 
•Construction of a new LNG plant or 
facility 



 Operator must notify PHMSA no later than 60 days 
after the following events: 
 Change of primary entity (OPID) for managing or 

administering a safety program required by this part 
covering pipeline facilities operated under multiple 
OPIDs 

 Change in name of operator 
 Change in entity responsible for existing pipeline, 

pipeline segment, pipeline facility, or LNG facility 
 Acquisition or divestiture of ≥ 50 miles of pipeline 

or pipeline system subject to Part 192, or existing 
LNG plant or facility subject to Part 193.  

§191.22 – National Registry of Pipeline and LNG Operators 



OpID Requests 
 https://opsweb.phmsa.dot.gov/cfdocs/opsapps/pipes/

docs%5COPIDASSIGNMENT_December2011.pdf  
 
 

https://opsweb.phmsa.dot.gov/cfdocs/opsapps/pipes/docs\OPIDASSIGNMENT_December2011.pdf
https://opsweb.phmsa.dot.gov/cfdocs/opsapps/pipes/docs\OPIDASSIGNMENT_December2011.pdf


PSIA 2002 requires all operators to submit 
data appropriate for use in the National 
Pipeline Mapping System (NPMS). 
 Complete data submission includes the 

geospatial data, attribute data, and metadata for 
all LNG, hazardous liquid, and natural gas 
transmission pipeline operation systems 
operated by a company 

National Pipeline Mapping System (NPMS)  



 Updated 
annually by 
March 15 (ADB 
08-07), or  
e-mail stating 
no changes  

National Pipeline Mapping System (NPMS)  



Allentown, PA 2-11 
 



Allentown, PA 2-11 



Advisory Bulletin (ADB-2012-05) 
Issued March 23, 2012 
To Address Continued Concerns Rising Out of Recent Cast Iron Incidents 

  Request, review and monitor operator cast iron replacement plans and 
programs, actively encourage operators to develop and continually update and 
follow their plans, and consider establishment of mandated replacement 
programs. 
 

 Establish accelerated leakage survey frequencies or leak testing considering 
results from failure investigations and environmental risk factors. 
 

 Focus pipeline safety efforts on identifying the highest risk pipe. 
 

 Use rate adjustments and flexible rate recovery mechanisms to incentivize 
pipeline rehabilitation, repair and replacement programs. 
 

 Strengthen pipeline safety inspections, accident investigations and 
enforcement actions. 
 

 Install interior/home methane gas alarms. 
 
 



San Bruno  September 2010 



Advisory Bulletin No. ADB-2012-06 
Issued May 7, 2012 
Verification of Records Establishing MAOP and MOP 
 Traceable records are those which can be clearly linked to 

original information ... Traceable records might include 
pipe mill records, purchase requisition, or as-built 
documentation indicating minimum pipe yield strength, 
seam type, wall thickness and diameter. 

 Verifiable records are those in which information is 
confirmed by other complementary, but separate, 
documentation. Verifiable records might include contract 
specifications for a pressure test of a line segment 
complemented by pressure charts or field logs. Another 
example might include a purchase order to a pipe mill with 
pipe specifications verified by a metallurgical test … 



Advisory Bulletin No. ADB-2012-06 
Issued May 7, 2012 
Verification of Records Establishing MAOP and MOP 

 Complete records are those in which the record is 
finalized as evidenced by a signature, date or other 
appropriate marking. For example, a complete 
pressure testing record should identify  
a specific segment of pipe, who  
conducted the test, the duration of  
the test, the test medium, temperatures,  
accurate pressure                               readings, and 
elevation information                        as applicable. 
 



Advisory Bulletin No. ADB-2012-06 
Issued May 7, 2012 
Verification of Records Establishing MAOP and MOP 

 Operators should ensure all records establish confidence in 
the validity of the records. If a document and records 
search, review, and verification cannot be satisfactorily 
completed to meet the need for traceable, verifiable, and 
complete records, the operator may need to conduct other 
activities … 
 

 PHMSA will issue more direction regarding how operators 
will be required to bring into compliance gas and 
hazardous liquid pipelines without verifiable records… 
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