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ICC Approves New Railroad Bridge Construction in Rochelle
The Illinois Commerce Commission has granted approval for the construction of an overhead bridge carrying Steward Road over the BNSF Railway’s tracks and Caron Road in Rochelle, Ogle County.  
Steward Road is under the jurisdiction of Ogle County and has a current traffic count of 1,200 vehicles per day.  Caron Road is under the jurisdiction of the City, with a current traffic count of 700 vehicles per day.  BNSF has three tracks carrying approximately 36 through trains and 12 switching moves per day. The City of Rochelle Railroad currently has one track carrying one train per day at this location. 

Current traffic delays average approximately four hours daily at the Steward Road highway-rail grade crossing of the BNSF and of the City of Rochelle Railroad.  The County estimates that, with increased rail traffic and development in the area, the delays will likely increase to over six hours per day.  Additionally, the large numbers of trucks traveling to and from the recently constructed Illinois River Energy Ethanol Plant have created new safety concerns.  By constructing a new grade separation structure, the County believes public safety will be improved.

The estimated cost of the project is $5,627,871. The Grade Crossing Protection Fund will be used to pay 53 percent of eligible project costs, not to exceed $2,982,772.  All remaining project costs will be paid by the County, BNSF and the City.  The County plans to let the project for bids in February 2009.  It is estimated that the project will require two full construction seasons, with a completion date of Dec. 31, 2010.

ABOUT THE GRADE CROSSING PROTECTION FUND (GCPF)

Project selection and management of GCPF highway-rail safety projects include safety improvements such as the installation of new warning systems, highway approach improvements and the construction/reconstruction of grade separation structures. The Commission administers the GCPF, which is funded by motor fuel tax money designated for rail safety improvements. The General Assembly appropriates $27 million annually for GCPF projects. 
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