News
from the Illinois Commerce Commission
Voice: Springfield. 217.782.5793  Chicago. 312.814.2850  FAX 217.524.0674   BBS 217.782.9233 http://www.icc.illinois.gov

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE


FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE









Contact:
Brian Sterling

January 7, 2009













Phone:

(312) 814-6653

ICC Approves Wesley Street Railroad Bridge Replacement in Wheaton
The Illinois Commerce Commission has granted approval for the construction of a new bridge to carry Wesley Street over the Union Pacific Railroad Company’s tracks in Wheaton, Du Page County.  The new structure will replace an aging, weight-restricted bridge that limits access for emergency services and prevents certain public works vehicles from using the bridge.

The City has seven highway-rail grade crossings equipped with automatic flashing light signals and gates.  The Wesley Street Bridge is the grade separated crossing of the Union Pacific Railroad Company’s tracks within the City, and provides egress between the north and south sides of the City. The current location and configuration of the bridge also prevents southbound traffic traveling over the bridge from making a left turn onto Manchester Rd. toward the City’s downtown area. 
According to an Inspection Appraisal Report from the Illinois Department of Transportation (IDOT), the existing bridge, built in 1917, received a sufficiency rating of four (4) out of a maximum possible score of 100.  IDOT regulations have set the weight restriction on the bridge at five tons.
The existing bridge has a current vertical clearance of 21’-6” and spans UP’s three mainline tracks, which carry approximately 50 freight and 59 passenger trains per day.

A traffic signal also will be installed at the intersection of Wesley St. and Manchester Rd., located just south of the bridge. The estimated cost of the project is $17,692,000.  The Grade Crossing Protection Fund (GCPF) will be used to pay 55 percent of the project cost, not to exceed $9,704,000.  All remaining project costs will be paid for by the City, IDOT and UP. 

The project will require two full construction seasons with an anticipated completion date of Dec. 31, 2010. 

ABOUT THE GRADE CROSSING PROTECTION FUND (GCPF)

Project selection and management of GCPF highway-rail safety projects include safety improvements such as the installation of new warning systems, highway approach improvements and the construction/reconstruction of grade separation structures. The Commission administers the GCPF, which is funded by motor fuel tax money designated for rail safety improvements. The General Assembly appropriates $27 million annually for GCPF projects. 
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