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ICC Approves Major Rail Safety Improvement at the Belmont Rd. Crossing in Downers Grove

The Illinois Commerce Commission has granted authority for the construction of new highway-rail and pedestrian-rail grade separation structures at the Belmont Road rail grade crossing of the BNSF Railway Company’s tracks near the Metra station in Downers Grove.
The massive, $52 million project includes a $12 million grant from the Grade Crossing Protection Fund (GCPF)—one of the largest in the history of the fund.
The remaining $40.7 million in costs will be funded by Metra, BNSF and the Illinois Department of Transportation (IDOT).  The overall project will take approximately three years to complete and various utility companies are currently relocating their facilities prior to the actual construction of the project.

The origins of the project date back to 1998, when DuPage County officials studied the need for improvements at the rail crossing. 

The Belmont commuter rail station is immediately adjacent to Belmont Road, which carries approximately 23,000 vehicles per day. Additionally, the BNSF operates approximately 160 trains per day (80 commuter/80 freight) through the crossing.  The new grade separation will benefit the area due to the combination of vehicular delays that currently occur and the number of pedestrians crossing the tracks.
Belmont Road will be lowered under the three mainline tracks of the railroad, as will the existing pedestrian crossing which is located approximately 500 feet west of the roadway crossing.  To maintain east-west access parallel to, and north of the tracks, a third bridge will be constructed carrying Warren Avenue/Burlington Avenue over Belmont Road.  During construction, a temporary two-lane runaround will be constructed east of the existing crossing to allow for pedestrian and vehicle access.
Upon completion of the project, DuPage County, the Village of Downers Grove and the BNSF will be responsible for all future maintenance costs associated with the project.

Breakdowns of the project costs, divisions and maintenance are attached.

PROJECT COSTS TABLE
	PROJECT PHASE
	COST

	Environmental Assessment & Preliminary Design
	$1,500,000 

	Final Design
	$650,000 

	Property Acquisition & Relocation
	$12,297,649 

	Construction

Advance Contract

Site preparation, relocation of public utilities, parking lot construction, and drainage improvements
$6,687,847

Main Contract

Belmont Road Bridge Pedestrian Bridge 

Warren/Burlington Bridge  Pump Station

BNSF track and signal modifications (force account work)
$31,564,573


	$38,252,420 

	TOTAL
	$52,700,069

	 
	 

	LESS Metra, Congestion, Mitigation & Air Quality Grant

(Towards Property Acquisition & Relocation)
	($5,250,000)

	 
	 

	REMAINING COSTS
	$47,450,069


OVERALL COST DIVISION TABLE
	ESTIMATED COSTS
	GCPF
	METRA
	IDOT
	BNSF

	$47,450,069
	(~ 25%)

$12,000,0001
	(~ 35%)

$16,538,783
	(~35%)

$16,538,783
	(5%)

$2,372,503


Notes:

 1 Total Grade Crossing Protection Fund (GCPF) assistance not to exceed $12,000,000.  GCPF assistance shall be utilized for reimbursement of eligible MAIN CONTRACT construction costs identified above.

MAINTENANCE RESPONSIBILITIES
	County
	Belmont Road Pavement
All components of the bridge that carries Warren Avenue/Burlington Avenue over Belmont Road below the bridge deck.

All components of the structure that carries the BNSF over Belmont Road, except the track structure that includes the ballast and all items above the ballast as well as boarding platforms and associated appurtenances



	Village
	The Warren Avenue/Burlington Avenue bridge deck and all components above the bridge deck, approach pavement and any access roads constructed as part of the Project.
All components of the structure that carries the BNSF over the pedestrian underpass, including without limitation, all approach sidewalks, railings and ramps, except the track structure that includes the ballast and all items above the ballast.

Boarding platforms, railings and walking surfaces on the structure that carries the BNSF over Belmont Road, including without limitation, all approach sidewalks, railings, stairs and ramps.



	BNSF
	All track structure including the ballast and items above the ballast at the new Belmont Road and pedestrian bridges.


ABOUT THE GRADE CROSSING PROTECTION FUND (GCPF)

Project selection and management of GCPF highway-rail safety projects include safety improvements such as the installation of new warning systems, highway approach improvements and the construction/reconstruction of grade separation structures. The Commission administers the GCPF, which is funded by motor fuel tax money designated for rail safety improvements. The General Assembly appropriates $27 million annually for GCPF projects.
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