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ICC Calls On Large and Small Utilities To Increase Diversity of Suppliers



New Template to Allow For Simple Reporting

The Illinois Commerce Commission Wednesday called on large and small utilities alike to enhance supplier diversity in their fields by including more women, minority and veteran-owned businesses in utility procurement contracts.

In 2014, the Commission hosted two policy meetings to work out diversity procurement goals, discuss barriers to increasing participation and actual spending levels, in keeping with the mandates of the Public Utilities Act.  
Commissioners Miguel del Valle and Sherina Maye reiterated the significance of supplier diversity in Illinois and offered a template to be used by all utilities as they file their diversity annual reports by April 15, 2015.    The template will posted on the ICC website at http://www.icc.illinois.gov/filings/mwvs/default.aspx
Each utility’s report will be posted to the ICC’s website allowing companies to showcase their efforts to expand their supplier base and give potential new suppliers information on just what each company might need and how to participate in future procurements. 
“This Commission has made improving supplier diversity a priority and we are encouraged to see that the utilities have stepped up to join in this effort,” Commissioner Maye said.   “We understand that changing institutional culture is difficult and takes time, but also that this diversity will become strength for these companies in the future.”

Commissioner del Valle urged all utility companies under the Commission’s jurisdiction to file the diversity annual reports so that the ratepayers of Illinois can review the business practices of their utilities.  “I’m glad to be part of this process as we work to help the utilities improve the diversity of their supplier base,” he said.  “There is a strong business case here and we are also working to strengthen our communities.”
The Commission will host its annual meeting on supplier diversity June 11, 2015. 





     #####

527 East Capitol Avenue, Springfield, IL 62701

