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ICC Approves Terms of Interconnection for Sprint and AT&T

The Illinois Commerce Commission voted to approve an arbitration decision today settling a series of issues raised in connection with a wireless interconnection agreement between Sprint and AT&T in Docket 12-0550.

The interconnection agreement will become effective ten calendar days after the companies conform it to the arbitration decision and the Commission approves the conformed version.  The term of the interconnection agreement is three years, with a specific clause providing for continued operation until a replacement agreement has been negotiated by the companies or

arbitrated by the ICC. 
In its order today, the ICC found that:

· While the Commission might or might not have the authority to order IP interconnection, this decision cannot be made until it is presented with an IP-to-IP interconnection proposal of sufficient detail to allow it to assess whether such a plan is technically feasible or otherwise comports with the requirements of the Federal Telecommunications Act.  The Commission did not foreclose IP interconnection, but rather directed the parties to include language in the interconnection agreement allowing Sprint (and AT&T, if it so desires) to develop language prescribing the rates, terms, and conditions for IP-to-IP interconnection, including those for the transition from TDM-to-TDM to IP-to-IP interconnection, and to then petition the Commission for inclusion of its language in the ICA.
An investigation should be initiated to determine AT&T’s updated total-element-long run-incremental-cost or TELRIC-based transit service rate.  AT&T’s Transit Service is the means by which two carriers, both of which are directly interconnected with the AT&T network, implement indirect interconnection under the Federal Telecommunications Act and exchange traffic through AT&T.  AT&T must file with the Commission updated cost studies consistent with TELRIC methodology within 90 days from the date of this Arbitration Decision.
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