Comments on the 2012 Draft Power Procurement Plan
Submitted to the Illinois Power Agency by Solberg MFG
Thank you for providing the opportunity to submit comments on the 2012 Draft Procurement Plan (the “Draft Plan”).  If fully and strategically implemented, this policy could be an engine for job growth and economic development in Illinois. 
Unfortunately, we believe the Solar Carve Out implementation process outlined in the Draft Plan will not yield these benefits.  The Draft Plan has been designed to only assist large, utility-scale projects.  Developers and owners of small and mid-size distributed solar systems, however, will not be able to participate including Solberg MFG. This is a lost opportunity for the state.  
 In July 2010, Solberg MFG was one of the first companies in the state to purchase solar panels for our use.  We were part of an Illinois Solar Grant.  We still have not sold a single REC which is hurting our ROI.  The investment was massive.  We need to be able to sell REC’s to help our capital investment.  Our installer used a total of roughly ten jobs to handle the installment.  We continue to have another job occupied for maintenance.  These are jobs in Illinois that gave them money as a direct result from Solberg MFG purchasing solar panels. 

[bookmark: _GoBack]In addition to creating jobs, our solar panel system of 49kw (210 panels) is enough to power a quarter of our energy use during summer months.  This is of great help to us.  If we could ever sell some SRECs, we would definitely contemplate buying more solar panels.  They reduce our dependence on oil and are 100% manufactured in the USA.         
  
We respectfully recommend that the IPA modify the Draft Plan to include small to mid-size solar installations.  Thank you for your consideration.

Sincerely,

Travis Solberg
Solberg MFG
