Comments on the 2012 Draft Power Procurement Plan

Submitted to the Illinois Power Agency by Sierra Club, Illinois Chapter
Thank you for providing the opportunity to submit comments on the 2012 Draft Procurement Plan (the “Draft Plan”).  On behalf of our 23,000 members in Illinois, we respectfully encourage the Illinois Power Agency to create a procurement program for solar renewable energy credits from distributed solar energy sources. 

There is a tremendous opportunity to create jobs and reduce air pollution by including distributed solar energy in the 2012 Procurement Plan.  Although there is a Solar Carve Out within the Illinois Renewable Energy Standard, there are many barriers that prevent small and mid size system developers from participating, including complex bidding requirements and high transaction costs.   Distributed solar energy systems provide many benefits for the state of Illinois that include the reduction of costly pollution and the generation of businesses and jobs.  Creating a program for solar renewable energy credits from distributed sources would increase those benefits to Illinois and encourage future growth of the solar industry.  
It is for those reasons stated above that we respectfully recommend the IPA modify the Draft Plan to create a procurement program for solar renewable energy credits from distributed solar energy systems. 
Sincerely,

Sarah Gulezian
Sierra Club, Illinois Chapter
