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ICC Initiates Citation Case Against Shawneetown Municipal Gas 

The Illinois Commerce Commission Wednesday issued a citation order initiating a proceeding to determine if Shawneetown’s municipal gas system has violated federal safety rules regarding the transportation of natural gas. The case is docket 10-0609.

The ICC’s Pipeline Safety Staff conducted inspections of the Shawneetown Municipal Gas System and audits of maintenance records, anti-drug and alcohol testing programs and records over the past two years. As a result of those audits, the Commission determined the village gas system may be violating federal gas safety codes.  


Probable violations include:
· Failure to provide documentation showing that the operator has established and maintains a liaison with fire, police and other public officials in order to share information  regarding responses to an emergency, identify gas pipeline emergencies, notify and provide mutual assistance;
· No documentation of required education under the Employee Assistance Program, or training of supervisory personnel who must determine if an employee is to be drug-tested;

· No documentation verifying distribution system valve maintenance; 

· No documentation of a public awareness program to advise and educate school districts, businesses and residents of the location of pipeline facilities;

· No evidence that the operator was using the proper instrumentation to assure appropriate  concentrations of odorant in the natural gas system as part of periodic testing;

· No documentation of periodic patrols of mains in places or on structures where physical movement or external loading could cause failure or leakage, including mains attached to buildings, on bridges, or mains crossing under highway or railroads;

· No documentation to assure that the operator had inspected each pipeline or portion of pipeline that is exposed to the atmosphere for evidence of corrosion at least once every three calendar years.  


Section 3 of the Illinois Gas Pipeline Safety Act requires the Illinois Commerce Commission to “adopt rules establishing minimum safety standards for the transportation of gas and for pipeline facilities.”  The Commission incorporated the federal rules in 83 Ill. Administrative Code Part 590.
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