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ICC Approves Rock Island Clean Line Transmission Project



     Line Will Connect Wind Resources to U.S.  Electricity Markets 

The Illinois Commerce Commission today granted Rock Island Clean Line LLC’s request for authority to construct, operate and maintain a 121-mile long electric transmission line in Illinois.

The line would be the first direct current (DC) line in Illinois eastward to ComEd’s Collins substation in Grundy County.  It will originate in O’Brien County, Iowa, and ultimately extend approximately 500 miles when completed, connecting potential wind generation resources in northwest Iowa, South Dakota, Nebraska and Minnesota with electricity markets in Illinois and elsewhere in the PJM regional transmission network.    It will include two parallel 345 kV lines from the converter station near Collins, to connect with an existing 765 kV transmission system owned by ComEd.  Most transmission lines are alternating current (AC).
Although the transmission line is the first “merchant” project or self-financed project approved by the ICC, the Commission found that the project has the potential to bring substantial benefits to Illinois ratepayers.  Rock Island Clean Line will recover the costs of construction, operation and maintenance solely from revenue generated by transmission customers who purchase capacity on the system rather than through a traditional cost of service approach. 

The Commission’s order ensures that Rock Island secures funds that cover total project costs before constructing facilities, prohibits project expansion without Commission approval, and requires further Commission approval prior to recovery of any project costs from Illinois retail ratepayers through regional cost allocation.

The Commission also directed Rock Island Clean Line to take specific actions to address landowners’ concerns that included potential impacts from the construction of the line on irrigation operations, soil compaction, soil erosion, wetland areas and timber land.

The Federal Energy Regulatory Commission has approved 75 percent presubscription to the new line and allowed the remaining 25 percent of capacity to be auctioned to other potential buyers.
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