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On October 26, 2011, the General Assembly passed Public Act 97-0616 (“PA 97-0616”) which, among other things, added Section 16-128A (Certification of installers) to the Illinois Public Utilities Act (“Act”). PA 97-0616 became effective on October 26, 2011. New Subsection 16-128A(d) of the Act states:

(d) Within 180 days after the effective date of this amendatory Act of the 97th General Assembly, the Commission shall initiate a rulemaking proceeding to establish certification requirements that shall be applicable to vendors that install electric vehicle charging stations.   
ICC Staff invites informal comments regarding the content of the rules.  This opportunity to provide informal comments is not mandatory and is at the discretion of each individual party.  Comments submitted will be publicly distributed.   
Staff requests that (i) comments pertain only to this EV Charging Station Installer Certification rulemaking and do not discuss other currently open proceedings; (ii) the informal comments be organized consistent with the questions outlined below; and (iii) all such comments be as succinct as possible.  Parties may offer preferred language for the rule and/or summarize their position regarding each question.
All such informal comments should be submitted to John Sagone jsagone@icc.illinois.gov, Eric Schlaf eschlaf@icc.illinois.gov, and Jennifer Hinman jhinman@icc.illinois.gov by close of business Friday, June 8, 2012.
I. DEFINITIONS

What definition, if any, should be included in the rule to define an “electric vehicle charging station”?  
What definition, if any, should be included in the rule to define a “vendor that installs an electric vehicle charging station”?  Can a single individual be classified as a “vendor”?
What definition, if any, should be included in the rule to define “self-installer” of electric vehicle charging station?  Does a self-installer fall under the definition of “vendor”?
What definition, if any, should be included in the rule to define “install.”  Does plugging a charging station cord into an outlet on the premise constitute “installing an electric vehicle charging station”?

What definition, if any, should be included in the rule to define “commercial use” of an electric vehicle charging station? Does commercial encompass only those installations that offer services to the public? Would the definition include use of charging stations owned by a fleet owner for limited purposes of charging its own fleet vehicles?
What other definitions, not referenced above, should be included in the rule?  
II. APPLICABILITY

Should the Commission certify all vendors that install electric vehicle charging stations?

Should self-installers of electric vehicle charging stations be exempt from certification?  
Should installers of electric vehicle charging stations that are not for commercial use be exempt from certification?

Should installers of electric vehicle charging stations be subject to certification requirements based upon the electrical force or voltage that is transferred to the electric vehicle?  For example, should certification only be required for level 3 or DC fast charge station installations?  

Should installers of electric vehicle charging stations be subject to certification requirements based upon the number and type of installations performed?  Should certification only be required for groupings of level 2 charging station installations?

What other types of installations, not referenced above, should be exempt from certification requirements?  
III. REQUIRED APPLICATION FILINGS AND PROCEDURES
Should certified installers be required to file notices of installation of each charging station and its location? How often – quarterly? After each installation? If so, what information should be provided in such notices?
Should the customer have to provide the ICC or their electric utility with a certification that the entity/vendor installing the charging station was an entity certified by the ICC to install EV charging stations? If so, what information should be provided in such notices?
Is it necessary for the Commission to issue an order granting or denying an application for a vendor to be certified to install an EV charging station?  
Are there circumstances under which the Commission should require vendors to amend their certificates?  If so, what are such circumstances?
IV. GENERAL CERTIFICATION REQUIREMENTS
Should installers meet adequate training, financial, and competency requirements to be certified?  If so, should certification requirements vary based upon the electrical force or voltage that is transferred to the electric vehicle or according to the number and type of installations performed?
Should installers be licensed to do business and be bonded in the State of Illinois in order to receive certification?
How should the Commission ensure that installers that get certified have the requisite knowledge, skills, training, experience, and competence to perform functions in a safe and reliable manner?  
Should the Commission impose reasonable certification fees and penalties on installers for failing to comply with its certification requirements?
Should all installers conform to applicable building and electrical codes? 
Should all certified installers be required to ensure that all EV charging stations they install meet recognized industry standards as the Commission deems appropriate (e.g., NEC, IEEE, EPRI, DTE, UL, SAE, NIST)?  
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