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Illinois Commerce Commission

Request for Applicants:

The Illinois Commerce Commission Staff is seeking applicants interested in serving a two year term as the excavator representative on the Underground Utility Damage Prevention Advisory Committee (“Advisory Committee”).  The excavator representative must be employed by an Illinois company engaged primarily in the business of excavation.  Prospective excavator representatives must have extensive knowledge of safe excavation practices and the Illinois Underground Utility Facilities Damage Prevention Act (220 ILCS 50, “The Act”).  Prospective members for the excavator position must disclose any contracts with or significant financial interest in any Illinois utilities.  The employers of Advisory Committee members are expected to maintain an excellent record of compliance with the Act.  Interested applicants must submit an application form by November 1, 2010.  The term of the appointment is calendar year 2011 and 2012.
Background

The Act requires that the Illinois Commerce Commission establish an Advisory Committee consisting of a representative from each of the following: utility operator, JULIE, Inc., excavator, municipality, and the general public. On May 29, 2002, the Commission passed a Resolution to create the Advisory Committee with staggered two year terms.  The Advisory Committee serves as a peer review panel for any contested penalties resulting from the enforcement of the Act.
Under its enforcement duties, the Illinois Commerce Commission is responsible for receiving reports of violations of the Act.  The Commission is charged with determining if a violation of the Act occurred and assessing penalties ranging from a maximum of $1,000 to $5,000 per violation.  The process outlined in the Act is a three-step investigation and review process.  The first step is the submission of an incident report and investigation of the incident by Commission Staff.  If a violation is found and a penalty assessed by the staff and the alleged violator disagrees with staff’s findings, the next step is an appeal and review of the incident by the Advisory Committee.  If the alleged violator disagrees with the findings of the Advisory Committee, the final step is an appeal to the Commission for a formal hearing.

Advisory Committee meetings are open to the public and are held monthly in Springfield or Chicago, Illinois.  In an effort to save money, since late 2009 the Chicago meetings have been held at the offices of JULIE Inc., in Joliet, Illinois.  To date, 90% of the Advisory Committee meetings have been held in Chicago.  Meetings are generally held the 2nd Thursday of each month and begin at 10:00am.  Committee members are expected to attend at least 75% of the monthly meetings.  The Committee operates under the authority of the Act, and by the rules of the Advisory Committee’s Bylaws, 83 Illinois Administrative Code 265 and the Illinois Open Meetings Act.  In evaluating the merits of a case, the Advisory Committee considers the violation report, the results of Staff’s investigation, correspondence from the witnesses and parties, and any other pertinent information.  Advisory Committee Members are not paid for their service but the ICC does reimburse them for travel expenses.  Committee members serve a two year term and can be reappointed for additional terms.

Any questions concerning the excavator position on the Advisory Committee can be directed to Bill Riley, Manager of JULIE Enforcement: 217-782-5911, briley@icc.illinois.gov.  Completed applications and supporting documents must be submitted by November 1, 2010 to:
Bill Riley

Manager, JULIE Enforcement

Illinois Commerce Commission

527 E. Capitol Ave.
Springfield, IL  62701

E-mail application submissions also accepted.
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