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ICC to Explore State Compliance Options for EPA GHG Regulations
On June 2, 2014, the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) released its draft guidelines to states for establishing carbon emissions standards for existing power plants under section 111(d) of the Clean Air Act. The draft guidelines propose state carbon dioxide (CO2) emission goals for existing power plants starting in 2020, with a final emission rate target set for 2030. The proposal calls for states to submit an implementation plan by June 30, 2016, or, in the event states choose to work together on a multi-state compliance approach they will have until June 30, 2018 to submit a final plan to the EPA.

In addition to the work being done by the Illinois Environmental Protection Agency, many other state agencies, such as the Illinois Commerce Commission, Illinois Power Agency and Department of Commerce and Economic Opportunity will play a part in informing Illinois’ 111(d) implementation plan. Illinois’ renewable portfolio standard, energy efficiency portfolio standard and other related energy legislation will also come into play as we discuss Illinois’ path forward.  

The ICC, in conjunction with IEPA, IPA and DCEO, will be holding a series of policy sessions to facilitate the discussion and to start thinking about how all the pieces fit together.  Through these sessions the ICC will bring together the US EPA, Illinois utilities, electric and gas generators, pipeline companies, regional transmission organizations, renewable energy providers, the energy efficiency community, academic institutions, business coalition members, environmental and other NGOs and legislators to discuss this topic.  This effort will require a significant amount of time and resources but the ICC believes that these sessions will contribute to getting the plan right, an outcome which will benefit Illinois ratepayers and Illinois businesses. 

The first of three sessions on this topic will be held on Monday, August 18, 2014 from 11:00AM – 4:00PM.  Session One will provide a broad overview of the rule and what it means for Illinois specifically.  In addition, this session will explore current compliance options contemplated in the rule and building blocks one and two, heat rate improvements at coal-fired power plants and increased utilization of existing natural gas plants.  Subsequent sessions will focus on the third and fourth building blocks and Illinois’ path forward.

 The meeting will take place at both the Commission’s Chicago office located on the 8th floor of the Michael A. Bilandic Building, 160 North LaSalle, and Hearing Room A at the Commission’s Springfield Office, on 527 East Capitol Ave.  In addition, there will be an audio stream of the meeting on the Commission’s website (www.icc.illinois.gov). 
