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                    ICC Schedules Policy Meeting May 6 To Discuss




        Gas Pipeline Inspections and Cast Iron Replacement

The Illinois Commerce Commission announced today that it will hold a policy meeting in May to review natural gas utility pipeline inspection programs and utility efforts to upgrade aging infrastructure.  
ICC Pipeline Safety Program Manager Darin Burk told Commissioners today that initial reports from officials investigating the recent explosion in New York City indicate residents in the area noticed an odor of gas before the explosion, but failed to report the odor to utility officials at Consolidated Edison, the gas service provider.
Burk said federal regulations requires all gas utilities to conduct a leak detection survey of the pipeline system on a regular basis in residential, commercial, industrial and other locations.  If a resident suspects there is a leak on their property, that resident should contact the local gas utility, and a technician will be dispatched immediately to investigate the potential leak.

Burk also noted that federal rules require natural gas utilities to educate their customers—residential, municipalities, school districts, businesses, emergency services first responders and contractors - about pipeline safety as part of a Continuing Education Program.  The message should include a focus on the 811 one-call notification system prior to excavation, information on what might happen if a gas line is damaged or is cracked, physical signs of damage to a pipeline, procedures for reporting a leak or line break and  public safety activities if natural gas is released from a damaged pipeline.

He said ”third party damage remains the primary cause of natural gas related accidents involving the natural gas distribution systems.  In the city of Chicago, Digger is the one-call system, website or 312-744-7000.  Outside of the city, to locate utility infrastructure before digging, call JULIE at 811.”  
Burk noted that at the end of 2013, utility operator Nicor reported 239 miles of cast iron pipe in its service territory. Peoples Gas reported 1406 miles of cast iron pipeline in its natural gas distribution system.  Cast iron pipe is susceptible to cracking.  Outside force from excavation in the area of the pipe may cause a cast iron pipe to fail and when this occurs, it provides opportunity for large volumes of gas to escape the main.   Freezing and thawing ground in winter also may contribute to movement of the piping and failure of the material or a seal.  
Utility operators will evaluate the effectiveness of their public awareness/education efforts this year.  The ICC staff will then review the evaluation documents to determine compliance with federal rules.   ICC pipeline staff is also reviewing leak rates to determine if the mediation methods are appropriate and if operators are targeting the appropriate pipe in their pipeline replacement program. 
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