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      ICC Allocates $7.8 Million in Funding for Highway-Rail Bridge

                  To Cross Illinois Central Railroad Tracks in Champaign 

The Illinois Commerce Commission Thursday voted to allocate approximately $7.8 million from the Grade Crossing Protection Fund (GCPF) toward the construction of a two-lane highway bridge over the Illinois Central railroad tracks in Champaign.  

The proposed bridge is part of a long-range plan for an east-west highway route -- Olympian Drive-- that would extend from Interstate 57 on the northwest side of Champaign to Route 45 north of Urbana.

The total cost of the project is estimated to be $15.7 million, which includes engineering work, construction, relocating utilities and acquisition of necessary right of way.  The Grade Crossing Protection Fund allocation of $7.8 million will cover a portion of the costs to construct the bridge, highway approaches and other improvements necessary for the project. In accordance with the Commission’s order the city of Champaign will pay approximately $752,000 of project costs. Urbana and Champaign County will each contribute approximately $177,000 toward the project and the Illinois Department of Transportation will pay about $3.3 million.
The highway-bridge project is expected to take approximately 36 months to complete.

The Commission administers the GCPF, which is funded by motor fuel tax money designated for rail-grade crossing safety improvements, including grade separations such as this bridge project .  The General Assembly appropriates $42 million annually for GCPF projects.  The Grade Crossing Protection Fund five-year plan is available on the Commission’s website at https:/www.icc.illinois.gov/reports/Results.aspx?t=18
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