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MEDIA ADVISORY
Rail Safety Awareness Public Service Announcements Launch in Chicago
Where’s the Best Man campaign targets a younger demographic to prevent vehicle-train tragedies.

Distracted Driver, (Conductor Distraido) this PSA in Spanish focuses on the Hispanic population.
WHAT:
Press conference to introduce the Where’s the Best Man and Distracted Driver, (Conductor Destraido) public service announcements. 
Both state and national rail incident statistics will be released, as well as safety tips and materials from the new campaign. 

WHY:
From 2005 through 2009, Illinois experienced fewer train–vehicle crashes than the national average. However, in 2010, we saw an increase in collisions. This campaign  reminds motorists to pay attention at railroad crossings and never try and beat the train. 
WHEN:

Tuesday, Jan. 4, 2010


8:30–8:55 a.m

Check In

9: 00–9:30 a.m. 
Press Conference 



9:30–10 a.m.

View campaign ads, interviews with speakers  

WHERE: 
Chicago Union Station (Great Hall)



210 South Canal Street, Chicago, IL. 60606
WHO:   

· U.S. Senator Richard Durbin (invited)
· Joe Szabo, Administrator, Federal Railroad Administration 

· Chip Pew, State Coordinator, Illinois Operation Lifesaver 

· Manuel Flores, Acting Chairman, Illinois Commerce Commission 
· Erin O’Connell-Diaz, Commissioner, Illinois Commerce Commission  
CHICAGO/COOK COUNTY STATISTICS:

· Operation Lifesaver, the national, nonprofit, rail-safety education group, is partnering with other federal and state rail-safety agencies to launch two new PSA’s, to increase awareness and help address this problem. 

· Illinois is the nation’s hub for over 50 railroads, transporting more than 500 million tons (1 trillion pounds) of freight annually.  

· Illinois’ approximately 7,200 miles of track and nearly 8,000 public grade crossings rank second nationally.  

· Cook County accounts for approximately 41 percent of the state’s population and nearly 20 percent of all crashes in the state between 2005 and 2009. 
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