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ICC Approves $1.3 Million in Grade Crossing Protection Funds

                               For New Pedestrian Bridge Project Normal
The Illinois Commerce Commission Wednesday approved a request from the village of Normal for a pedestrian bridge over the Union Pacific railroad tracks at the Uptown Station and the expenditure of approximately $1.3 million in Grade Crossing Protection Funds to help pay for the project.
The total estimated cost of the pedestrian overpass project is $7.3 million, with approximately $4.6 million of the cost for the pedestrian bridge.  The village plans to pay the remainder of the costs with federal and local money.

The pedestrian overpass will replace an at-grade crossing that serves the Uptown Station in Normal and enhance safety for Amtrak commuters, patrons of the commercial district and Illinois State University students as high speed rail travel increases across the state.   Bids are expected to be let on the project in the fall of 2014, with construction completed by December 2015. 

The Commission also approved construction of two at-grade pedestrian crossings across the Union Pacific tracks, the first at South Fell Avenue and the other at Beech Street.  Pedestrian crossing gates will be installed at both crossings.   Union Pacific will pay for the crossings and installation of the sidewalk crossing gates.   The city will pay for sidewalk construction.
The ICC administers the Grade Crossing Protection Fund (GCPF), motor-fuel tax money appropriated each year to assist in pay for safety improvements at highway-railroad crossings on local roads and streets.
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