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                   ICC Finds ComEd, Ameren Illinois






              Smart Meter Deployment on Track
The Illinois Commerce Commission Wednesday determined that ComEd and Ameren Illinois have made sufficient progress toward deployment of their respective Advanced Metering Infrastructure (AMI) or smart meter systems that there is no need for a Commission investigation into their progress this year.

Each utility is required by Section 16-108.6(e) of the Public Utilities Act to file a report April 1 each year describing all investment in AMI made in the past 12 months and the AMI investments planned for the next 12 months, how the utility is meeting the metrics and milestones in its approved AMI plan and to describe any updates to the plan.
The ICC had to decide within 21 days of the annual filing whether to open an investigation into AMI progress.

According to ComEd’s AMI annual report, it installed or deployed 70,882 smart meters in the Maywood area service area during the past year, exceeding its target of 60,000 new meters.  These meters are in addition to the original 120,000 smart meters installed earlier as part of a pilot program.  Under the current deployment schedule, the company estimates it will install approximately 160,000 smart meters in 2014.  The company invested approximately $42.6 million in capital expenditures on the AMI project last year and expects capital expenditures of $82.7 million in 2014.
The Ameren Illinois AMI annual report notes that the company’s capital expenditures last year totaled $18.1 million, on activities ranging from development of the network, integrated operations center work and preparation for smart meter deployment. The company plans to begin installing electric smart meters in the second quarter of 2014.  Capital expenditures on the smart meter deployment are expected to be about $34.5 million in 2014.
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