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Dear Chairman Sheahan and Commissioners, 
 
The City of Chicago appreciates this opportunity to provide comments on development of the 
NextGrid Grid Modernization Study.  We commend the Commission’s leadership in initiating 
the NextGrid collaborative effort, a process that will keep Illinois at the forefront of state-level 
energy innovation.  The City, on behalf of its 2.7 million residents and many businesses, looks 
forward to active participation in the NextGrid process.  We offer the following comments as the 
collaborative effort commences: 
 

• The City urges the Commission to ensure that throughout the NextGrid process, special 
attention is given to our state’s most vulnerable residents and low income electric utility 
customers.  Utility costs disproportionately impact low-income households.  The City is 
home to many of these customers, with over 20% of City residents living below the 
poverty line, and has long worked with the Commission, utilities, and other stakeholders 
to advocate for an equitable, affordable electric grid.  In the NextGrid process, grid 
resilience, economic development and job creation, and continued development of 
distributed renewable generation that empowers all customers each should be key topics 
to focus on. 

• Chicago is quickly becoming a national and world leader for innovative new companies 
and technologies focused on renewable energy, energy storage, smart cities, and 
sustainability.  NextGrid should focus on how the utility of the future can capitalize on 
and enhance the exciting work being done right here in Chicago and Illinois. 

• The selected facilitator should bring to the table a combination of project management 
and technical expertise.  In other words, a successful facilitator must be able to convene 
and manage a diverse set of stakeholders, working to set and manage agendas, encourage 
discussion, achieve consensus where it exists, and frame particular issues where 
consensus cannot be achieved.  The facilitator must also inform NextGrid through 
quantitative analysis, technical and regulatory insights, and deep understanding of the 
changing energy technology landscape.  The City is open as to whether these two core 
competencies are best held by a single facilitator or whether different firms are brought in 
to manage different functions. 

• The selected facilitator should integrate opportunities for community engagement into the 
methods used to gather ratepayer input. 

Thank you, 



Jared Policicchio 
Assistant Corporation Counsel 
City of Chicago, Dept. of Law 
 


