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The State of Illinois should do NOTHING that would harm the State’s ability to 
attract new business to Illinois.  Any initiative that increases ANY cost of doing 
business in Illinois, including but not limited to, raising energy prices, adopting 
new regulations, or further distorting the competitive environment, should be 
shelved.  Likewise, the State must drop any new program that would increase 
administrative burden, use State resources (including employee time), or incur any 
unnecessary expense whatsoever.  All such costs are passed on to taxpayers or 
increase the State’s debt, and we are already at the breaking point.  All State 
agencies and lawmakers should focus on attracting tax-paying (not subsidized) 
economic development.  Any money that was to be spent on NextGrid should be 
spent on reducing the $13.7 billion backlog of unpaid bills.  To that end, I ask that 
you stop NextGrid.  Please shelve the Future Energy Jobs Act (FEJA) program as 
well.  That’s not the State’s job.  Illinois needs to become the leader in government 
efficiency, not “feel-good” environmental programs. 
 
SmartGrid and NextGrid violate citizens’ privacy and line the pockets of big 
companies.  They achieve nothing of value to the public.  The latest available 
figures show that the U.S. emitted 15% of the world’s CO2 in 2014.  Of this, 
Illinois emitted 4.32% of U.S. emissions, for a total of 0.64% (64/100 of one 
percent) of global CO2.  Now we must further note that this number represents all 
CO2 emissions but electricity production generates only 29% of that 
(https://www.epa.gov/sites/production/files/2017-
02/documents/2017_complete_report.pdf).  Thus, even if all the ICC’s efforts, and 
all those BILLIONS of dollars, were to completely eliminate all CO2 generated by 
the electricity sector, the world’s CO2 emissions would be reduced by only 18/100 
of one percent (0.18%).  If the result of all this meddling in our energy markets 
simply encourages emitters from the USA to move Mexico, or even from Illinois 
to Indiana, there will be no benefit whatsoever to the world.  I believe scientists 
refer to this as the Bupkis Effect.  Meanwhile, the State of Illinois will continue to 
hemorrhage jobs, citizens and businesses, further reducing our tax base.  
 
We are already at the point where State and local government is at great risk of 
having to shut down programs, including schools and universities.  Like it or not, 
Governor Rauner is right:  we cannot possibly tax our way out of this mess.  We 
must achieve serious reforms in the areas of taxation, regulation, and employment 
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law if we are to have any chance of restoring economic stability.  Please STOP 
NextGrid, delay or repeal FEJA, and let utilities do only the absolute minimum 
necessary to maintain reliability and security until the State has increased its tax 
base enough to achieve a sustainable, prosperous economy.  Thank you. 
 
Carolyn Gerwin 
Pontiac, Illinois 
 


