News
from the Illinois Commerce Commission
Voice: Springfield. 217.782.5793  Chicago. 312.814.2850  FAX 217.524.0674   BBS 217.782.9233 http://www.icc.illinois.gov
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE


	

	January 22, 2014
	    Contact:  Beth Bosch

                 217-782-5793

	
	


Illinois’ Competitive Electricity Markets Continue to Grow

Illinois Recognized in ABACCUS 2014 Report on Successful Markets in North America

More than three million Illinois residents now take competitive electricity service from alternative electric suppliers, up from 500,000 in May 2012, many through individual choice and through municipal aggregation, in which municipalities contract for service with an alternate electricity provider.  

The 2014 Annual Baseline Assessment of Choice in Canada and the United States (ABACCUS) report, released today by Distributed Energy Financial Group LLC (DEFG), ranks Illinois second in terms of overall residential switching (68.5%), second in commercial and industrial market participation and eighth in residential choice, based on a number of criteria.
About one-third of the states and provinces in North America allow direct retail access to consumers by power providers and energy marketers, according to ABBACUS, with a total of 17.2 million households served by competitive retail energy providers.

Illinois Commissioner Ann McCabe pointed out that Illinois has 45 suppliers offering more than 60 service options in the ComEd region.  Seventy-eight percent of the state’s residential switching is derived from municipal aggregation, with  more than 670 municipalities implementing opt-out electricity aggregation programs, up from about 250 May 2012.

“Competition among retail energy providers delivers lower prices and a great variety of innovative products and service choices,” Commissioner McCabe said. “ComEd’s residential customers saved approximately $268 million, or an average of 2.4 cents per kWh, between June 2012 and May 2013.”

The ABACCUS report explains how consumers can shop for cost savings or numerous other valued features. Nat Treadway, DEFG managing partner and lead author of the report, noted that “while everyone wants lower costs, many consumers willingly choose to lock in the price for electricity for a year or longer.
“Others,” Treadway said, “prefer convenient bill payment features, or emails and text alerts regarding daily usage. Some consumers want power generated by renewable resources. 
“Customer choice, combined with investments in advanced meters, is changing the power industry’s interaction with the consumer,” he said. “Consumers are providing real-time feedback through their shopping habits and changes in usage, and the retail energy providers are responding to satisfy consumer preferences.”

DEFG develops ABACCUS scores and rankings based on data available in the market. The report analyzes 18 states, provinces and the District of Columbia.  Copies of the full report are available at www.defgllc.com.

For information on retail electric choice in Illinois, go to www.pluginillinois.org.  The 2013 Office of Retail Market Development report on retail choice is available at www.icc.illinois.gov/ormd
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