News
from the Illinois Commerce Commission
Voice: Springfield. 217.782.5793  Chicago. 312.814.2850  FAX 217.524.0674   BBS 217.782.9233 http://www.icc.illinois.gov
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE


October 8, 2008                                                                                                     Beth Bosch


      Liberty Consulting Group Issues Audit Report on Ameren Illinois’




        Electricity Delivery System, Emergency Plans

Liberty Consulting Group presented the Illinois Commerce Commission with a final report on Ameren Illinois’ electric transmission and distribution system Wednesday, listing more than 150 ways in which the company might improve the system and its response to emergencies. 

The Commission approved the report and directed Ameren Illinois to prepare an implementation plan and present it to the Commission.

The ICC ordered the investigation in late 2006 following several major storms that resulted in widespread and lengthy power outages throughout the Ameren Illinois service area.


As part of the investigation, Liberty Consulting reviewed the physical condition of Ameren’s transmission and distribution systems prior to wind storms July 19 and 21 and an ice storm on Nov. 30, 2006.  Liberty also examined the actions Ameren utilities should have taken prior to those storms including better monitoring of  tree-trimming around power lines, maintaining transmission and distribution systems according to applicable National Electric Code Standards and good utility practices to withstand severe weather conditions, and Ameren’s planning for restoration of the transmission and distribution systems following the storms.

The Liberty report included 157 recommendations on management issues including quality assurance, emergency planning, storm restoration, electricity delivery systems construction and maintenance, and the conditions of Ameren’s systems before the storms.


Recommendations focused on forecasting events, emergency planning and restoration of service, such as:   
·  Improving response times,

· Improving communications,

· Clarifying duties of storm management positions,

· Providing emergency plans to all Ameren workers likely to work during storms, and

· Making sure that emergency plans are followed.


Liberty also recommended improvements in the area of planning, design, protection and construction of electricity delivery facilities, as well as inspection, maintenance and improvement in the condition of the electricity delivery system through better inspections and testing, greater staffing levels for engineering groups, technicians and linemen, and improving tree trimming and circuit breaker maintenance.

Liberty Consulting provided the ICC with quarterly reports throughout the investigation, and Ameren representatives reported changes to their emergency procedures in early in 2007.  Liberty will continue to monitor Ameren Illinois’ efforts to comply with the recommendations in the second phase of its contract, a three-year verification program.


Copies of the final Liberty report are available on the ICC’s website at http://www.icc.illinois.gov
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