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  ICC Approves Plans for New Transmission Lines Near LaSalle


The Illinois Commerce Commission Wednesday approved a proposal by AmerenIP and Ameren Illinois Transmission Company (AITC) to build two new 138 kV transmission lines in LaSalle County. 

AmerenIP and AITC filed a petition with the ICC seeking a certificate of public convenience and necessity as required by the Public Utilities Act.  The certificate is granted when the parties have proven to the Commission that the project is necessary to ensure adequate, reliable and efficient service to customers in the area and that thee companies have the ability to construct, operate and maintain the new lines.

One of the new electric transmission lines will be constructed from IP’s North LaSalle substation in LaSalle to the Wedron Fox River substation, a distance of approximately 24 miles.  The other 138 kV line, approximately 9 miles in length, will stretch from IP’s Ottawa substation in Ottawa to the Wedron Fox River substation.  The companies indicated there is a need for additional transmission capacity because existing facilities have shown evidence of low voltage problems.

 The total cost of the project is estimated at $29 million. In accordance with the ICC’s order, AITC will pay approximately 90 percent of the cost of construction and IP will pay ten percent. 


The ICC held a public hearing in Utica to hear from residents in the area on the proposed construction of the lines.  Comments from the public were also submitted through the ICC’s public comment section on the website.

 
Evidentiary hearings were conducted by an ICC administrative law judge during the past two years, allowing a legal record to be developed.   The administrative law judge recommended that the ICC approve the petition and two specific routes based on testimony submitted during the case.
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