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              ICC Approves IPA’s 2012 Procurement Plan












The Illinois Commerce Commission has approved the Illinois Power Agency’s (IPA) 2012 plan to purchase wholesale electricity supply for residential and small commercial customers of ComEd and Ameren Illinois who do not choose to purchase electricity from alternative suppliers.

The plan details a procurement approach to secure electricity commodity and associated transmission services, plus required renewable energy assets, to meet the supply needs of eligible retail customers served by ComEd and Ameren Illinois.

The IPA proposed but subsequently withdrew proposals that would have procured electricity from future clean coal facilities, as well as long-term renewable energy credits and solar renewable energy from small and mid-sized generators.  The Commission acknowledged the importance of each to the energy mix, but determined that the IPA should conduct workshops with interested parties to work out how these alternative energy resources can be integrated as part of the procurement process and when.   Workshops for those processes will be held in 2012.  The Commission said the RPS requirement will be met this year through the purchase of one year Renewable Energy Credits.

“We can’t think only in terms of single year procurements because in the long run it may end up costing us more,” Chairman Doug Scott said, “but now is not the time to enter into long term contracts when we don’t know what the budget or customer demand will be.” 

Several commissioners echoed his sentiment, noting that there is greater uncertainty than ever over demand as customers migrate from the ComEd and Ameren Illinois systems to alternative suppliers as individuals or through the municipal aggregation process. 


The IPA is responsible for oversight of the purchase of electric power supply including renewable resources for ComEd and Ameren Illinois customers who do not choose to purchase electricity from alternative suppliers. The Commission’s decision complies with the 2007 law that created the IPA which allows the Commission to review and modify the IPA energy procurement plan, if necessary.  According to the law, the Commission must approve the plan “if the Commission determines that it will ensure adequate, reliable, affordable, efficient and environmentally sustainable electric service at the lowest total cost.”


The IPA filed its proposal on September 28, to purchase electricity for a period beginning in June 2012 and continuing through May 2016, including purchase of renewable energy credits in order to meet the state’s renewable portfolio standard for that period.


The price of electricity purchased through the newly approved IPA procurement will be incorporated into utility rates beginning in June 2012.  
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