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  DOE Awards ICC $1 Million For Electric Energy Regulatory Work 

The Illinois Commerce Commission has been awarded approximately $1 million in federal stimulus funds to assist Commission and staff efforts to process, review, litigate and evaluate new electricity projects, including energy efficiency, smart grid, demand response, carbon capture and storage, transmission and distribution.

The money, awarded by the U.S. Department of Energy as part of the American Recovery and Reinvestment Act of 2009, will allow the ICC to hire additional economists, an accountant, and electrical engineers to help manage an expanding workload as utilities propose new plans to enhance and expand transmission and distribution systems.   

ARRA spending also is expected to stimulate greater growth in the energy efficiency and alternative energy industries.

ICC Chairman Charles Box said the stimulus funds will enable the Commission to hire enough staff to meet a growing case load focused on modernization of electric utility transmission and distribution systems.  “The workload of regulatory agencies has increased sharply” in the last year as innovative electrical projects has been presented to the Commission for approval, Chairman Box noted. 


 “The electric utility industry is building for the future.  The policies we develop as we review their proposals will guide these projects and are as crucial to Illinois utility customers as they are to the industry,” he said. 

Electricity cases pending before the ICC include automated meter system proposals filed by Commonwealth Edison and Ameren Illinois, two electricity procurement cases including plans for the purchase of renewable energy and demand response to meet the state’s energy efficiency standards and rate case reviews related to cost recovery for those purchases.
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