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Section xx.x Purpose
The purpose of this rule is to ensure that entities that install distributed generation facilities are in compliance with the requirements of subsection (a) of Section 16-128 of the Public Utilities “Act” (Act).

Section xx.x Definitions

Terms defined in Section 16-128A of the Act [220 ILCS 5/16-128A] shall have the same meaning for purposes of this Part as they have under Section 16-128A of the Act, unless further defined in this Part.
"Act" means the Public Utilities Act.

"Distributed generation facility" shall have the same meaning as the term “distributed renewable energy generation device” as defined in Section 1-10 of the Illinois Power Agency Act. [20 ILCS 3855/1-10]
“Entity” means an organization, institution, person
 or being that has its own existence for legal or tax purposes and is involved in the business of installing distributed generation.

“Install” means to complete the installation of a distributed generation facility as described in and governed by Article 690 of the then-current National Electrical Code in a capacity other than as an inspector, management planner, consultant, project designer, contractor or supervisor for the project. 
“Participating customer” means a retail customer that seeks net metering services from an electric utility in relation to the interconnection of the retail customer’s distributed generation facility on their premises.

“Self-installer” means the same as that term is defined in Section 16-128A(a) of the Public Utilities Act [220 ILCS 5/16-128A(a)]
Section xx.x Applicability

Except for self-installers, this Part shall apply to Entities that install distributed generation facilities in Illinois.  
Section xx.x Application Requirements 
a)
All applications for certification under this Part shall be filed with the Chief Clerk’s Office and shall be verified as required by Section 200.130 of the Commission's "Rules of Practice" (83 Ill. Adm. Code 200.130). The Applicant shall file its application using an application form that shall be available on the Commission’s website and upon request from the Chief Clerk’s office.
b)
Applications shall contain the following information:


1)
The Applicant's full name, street address, telephone number and e-mail address.  


2)
 The Applicant's Federal Employer Identification Number (FEIN) or Social Security Number (SSN
).

3)
A demonstration that the Applicant is licensed to do business in the State of Illinois.
4)

5)
 A demonstration that the Applicant meets the requirements of this Part.

6)
 Financial Information
Section xx.x
Duration of Certification
a)

b)
A certified distributed generation installer’s certificate shall remain valid for 3 years
.

Section xx.x Certification Requirements
To
 qualify for certification an entity must:

a) Ensure that all installation of distributed generation facilities is performed in compliance with Section 690 and all other sections that apply of the then-current NEC, unless more stringent building code compliance is required by the municipality in which the installation is performed.
b) Ensure that all installation of distributed generation facilities is performed by a qualified person. A “qualified person” for purposes of this section is one who has completed or is a current participant in one of the following training courses:

1) A United States Department of Labor-registered electrical apprenticeship and training program, consistent with the requirements of 220 ILCS 5/16-128(a).
a)
General Certification

1)
General Certification allows an Entity to install distributed generation equipment when:

A)       The distributed generation facility has an nameplate capacity of 10 kVA or less, or
 

B)        The distributed generation facility qualifies for Level 1 expedited review under the Illinois Interconnection Standards at 83 Ill. Adm. Code Part 466. 
2)
To qualify for General Certification, an Entity must:

A)
ensure that all installations are performed in compliance with Section 690 and all other sections that apply of the then-current NEC, unless more stringent building code compliance is required by the municipality with licensing jurisdiction for electricians; and
B)
be licensed as an electrical contractor in at least one municipality in the State of Illinois.
b)
Advanced Certification

1) To qualify for Advanced Certification an Entity must 
A)
;
B) 
Ensure that all installation of distributed generation facilities of greater than 10 kVA will be performed by a person who has completed an apprenticeship as a Journeyman electrician from or is a current participant in a United States Department of Labor Registered Electrical Apprenticeship and Training Program
 consistent with the requirements of 220 ILCS 5/16-128(a); or other apprenticeship and training program whose requirements regarding hours of training and on the job experience are commensurate.
C)


ii) 

2)
For purposes of this subsection, a qualified person is one who has completed a training course
,  includingany of the following options;

i)
Training required to sit for and obtain NABCEP PV Installer Certification
;

ii)
An Interstate Renewable Energy Council, Institute for Sustainable Power Quality accredited training program;
iii)
; 

iv)
; 
v)
A United States Department of Labor-registered electrical apprenticeship and training program. 

3)
The Entity shall submit documentation showing completion of the training courses relied on to comply with the requirements of this section.  
Section xx.x Fees and Penalties

The application fee for certification under this Part shall be $x00.  
Section xx.x Documentation of Compliance [Suggested by ComEd]
Electric utilities shall file tariffs requiring Participating Customers to provide the following documentation [to the utility]: 
a)
A written statement signed by the Participating Customer certifying that:

1)
The Participating Customer leases or owns the distributed generation facility;

2)
The distributed generation facility is for the Participating Customer’s own personal use; and

3)
The Participating Customer installed the distributed generation facility on his or her own premises without the assistance of any other person; or,


b)
The following information relating to the Distributed Generation Installer:



1) 
Name, address and phone number;

2)
Commission issued certificate number or the docket number in which the certificate was issued by the Commission; and

3).
A copy of the invoice for the installation services or other information demonstrating that the designated entity installed the distributed generation facility.

Section xx.x Commission Oversight [Bolded provisions suggested by ELPC/AG] 
a)
Upon complaint or on the Commission's own motion, the Commission may conduct an investigation of a certificate holder’s actions under any Section of this Part.

b)
If it appears from the investigation that a certificate holder may have violated the provisions of any Section of this Part, the Commission may:

    
(1) 
Request the certificate holder to take appropriate corrective action;

(2) 
Request the certificate holder to meet informally with the Commission’s staff and the complainant to resolve the issue;

(3) 
Require the certificate holder to appear before the Commission and show cause why disciplinary action should not be taken against the certificate holder; or

(4)
Take such other actions as the Commission deems appropriate under the circumstances.

c)
Suspension of certificate for dangerous, deliberate, wanton or repeated violations:

(1) For a violation which cannot appropriately be resolved by the provisions described in (b), the Commission may, in its discretion, after notice and hearing, suspend the certificate of the certificate holder so disciplined. 

d)
For a first violation, the Commission may, in its discretion, after notice and hearing, suspend the certificate of the certificate holder so disciplined for a period of no less than one month. In determining whether to suspend the license of the certificate holder and the length of any suspension to be imposed the Commission shall consider whether the violation was deliberate or inadvertent, the harm or potential for harm to customers. For a second violation within a 5-year period, the Commission shall suspend the certificate of the disciplined certificate holder for a period of not less than 6 months. For a third or subsequent violation within a 5-year period, the Commission shall suspend the certification of the disciplined certificate holder for a period of not less than 2 years.  An installer whose certificate is suspended may reapply to the Commission for certification.
Section xx. x Complaint Procedures
Complaints shall be filed in conformance with 83 Ill. Adm. Code 200.160, 200.170 and 280.170. The complaint shall comply with the Commission's Rules of Practice (83 Ill. Adm. Code 200).

�IBEW believes there should be an option for an individual (i.e., a one-man shop) to obtain certification.


�In cases where individuals apply for certification.


�IBEW continues to believe there should be a single certification. Regardless of the nameplate capacity of the distributed generation facility, the same skills and abilities are required and the same potential hazards exist. 


�IBEW recommends this duration as it is consistent with the frequency with which the National Electrical Code is updated.  


�IBEW submits that a two-tier certification is neither necessary nor appropriate. Regardless of the nameplate capacity of the distributed generation facility, the same skills and abilities are required and the same potential hazards exist in installation. Accordingly, IBEW submits this revised certification requirement to apply to all installations. Without in any way waiving this position, IBEW has also inserted comments in the following sections of the Staff draft rule concerning the two-tier certification in order to better inform the process.


�This is an arbitrary threshold in this context. As stated above, regardless of the nameplate capacity of the distributed generation facility, the same skills and abilities are required and the same hazards exist. The thresholds established in 83 Ill. Adm. Code Part 466 for Level 1, 2 and 3 Review pertain to the potential for adverse system impacts in each case. Those levels have no correlation to the skills and abilities needed to install each system or the potential hazards.


�The vast majority of the municipalities in Illinois (e.g., City of Chicago) do not license individual electricians—they license electrical contractors. Thus, this requirement as drafted is an impossibility.


�As a practical matter, how is an entity going to have performed any installations and thus satisfy this requirement without certification?


�People who are actually performing the work should meet training standards. It is insufficient to require these training levels only from the individual supervising the work.


�The vast majority of the municipalities in Illinois (e.g., City of Chicago) do not license individual electricians—they license electrical contractors. Thus, this requirement is an impossibility. 


�Training should not be limited to the specific technology. The work involved requires a broader understanding and skill set.


�As distinguished from the NABCEP PV entry-level certification.


�IBEW does not believe this certification satisfies the requirements of220 ILCS 5/16-128(a).


�IBEW does not believe this program satisfies the requirements of220 ILCS 5/16-128(a).


�Leaving this open for the Commission to subsequently approve some training program represents a failure in this process to establish appropriate standards as mandated by statute. This loophole needs to be closed.
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