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Median Barriers are designed to promote safe crossings at at-grade railroad 
crossings. The barrier discourages vehicles from crossing into the oncoming lane  
to circumnavigate a gate that is already down. A Federal Railroad Administration 
study shows that median barriers reduce motorist drive-arounds by more than  
75 percent. 

The installation can either be a non-mountable raised median (3) or a raised 
mountable separator along with formidable markers mounted on flexible posts 
on top of the separator (1,2). The raised mountable separator deters drivers from 
crossing the midline. The markers make the barrier very visible and help add to 
the barrier effect. 

The Village of Hoffman Estates will be responsible for the construction and 
maintenance of a median barrier along Shoe Factory Road.

GTC will be responsible for construction costs up to $200,000.

Median Barrier

1,2: Photos courtesy of Qwick Kurb

3: Photo by Parsons
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Railroad crossing rehabilitation includes installing panels between the rails to 
allow for smoother crossing. This also allows for quieter crossing.

Benefits include:

Smoother ride over the track crossing• 
Durability• 

Built of high-strength materials––
Able to withstand heavy vehicles––

Safety• 
Non-skid surface matches existing roads––

Quick and easy installation• 
GTC will replace the crossing panels at Shoe Factory Road. GTC will be responsible 
for construction and maintenance.

The estimated cost of this improvement is $120,000.

Crossing Rehabilitation
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The Village of Hoffman Estates will be responsible for the construction and 
maintenance of safety fencing along the current EJ&EW right-of-way adjacent to 
Cannon Crossings Park.

GTC will be responsible for construction costs up to $50,000. This cost assumes 
five-foot high chain link fence will be provided for 1,400 linear feet.

Photo by Parsons

Safety Fencing
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Variable Message Sign

The Village of Hoffman Estates will be responsible for the construction and 
maintenance of a variable message sign along Shoe Factory Road, east of the 
EJ&EW.  GTC will be responsible for construction costs up to $75,000.

http://www.its.dot.gov/jpodocs/
repts_te/13587.html
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Noise Barriers

Noise barriers are used to attenuate the sound of trains as they pass through 
sensitive land use areas. The theory is to block sound waves after they are emitted 
from the source. Noise barriers may be made of masonry wall, earthwork, steel, 
concrete, masonry, wood, plastics, or composites. The height is determined by the 
source of the noise and the position of the receiver. 

GTC will be responsible for the construction of noise barriers along the current 
EJ&EW right-of-way at the residential developments located between Golf Road 
and I-90.

GTC will be responsible for construction costs up to $2.5 million. This cost assumes 
noise barriers will be provided for 6,000 linear feet.

GTC will be responsible for the maintenance of the structural integrity of the noise 
barriers. The Village of Hoffman Estates will be responsible for the maintenance of 
the visual appearance of the noise barriers.

Photo by Sound Fighter Systems
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