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 ICC Approves Stipulation, Assesses $35,000 Penalty on Ameren Illinois



   For Failure to Comply with Gas Leak Classification Rules

The Illinois Commerce Commission today approved a stipulated agreement in which Ameren Illinois agreed to pay a $35,000 penalty for failing to comply with the leak classification guidelines in its Operations and Maintenance Plan, a violation of U.S. Department of Transportation pipeline safety rules.

ICC pipeline safety inspectors determined, through on-site audits of Ameren Illinois natural gas pipeline leak records, last year,  that several non-hazardous leaks had been misclassified under the company’s guidelines and federal standards.

Ameren Illinois acknowledged the compliance issues, agreed to pay the $35,000 penalty within a month of the Commission’s order and will improve procedures in the following ways:

· The company will strengthen the training and qualifications of company employees who perform leak management activities by changing the requalification interval for leak management covered tasks from three years to performing them annually;

· Ameren will hire an additional full time employee to support the additional operator qualification evaluations of gas field personnel performing leak management tasks within 120 days of the Commission order;

· Company will adopt an annual refresher training on the Operations and Maintenance Plans leak management procedures for all necessary gas employees; and

· Ameren will revise the Operations and Maintenance Plan procedures, particularly where multiple, non-hazardous leak calls are received from the customer, requiring the company to repair the leak within a reasonable time.  

ICC Chairman Doug Scott said the ICC Pipeline Safety staff’s work and diligent enforcement of federal rules on classifying natural gas leaks is crucial to protecting the public in Illinois.   










####



527 East Capitol Avenue, Springfield, IL 62701

