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     ICC Approves FutureGen CO2 Pipeline Project

The Illinois Commerce Commission today granted FutureGen Industrial Alliance, Inc. a certificate to construct and operate a carbon dioxide pipeline and related facilities. 
The FutureGen 2.0 project includes an oxy-combustion, coal-fueled electric power plant with carbon dioxide capture technology, a CO2 pipeline that will transport the carbon dioxide produced and captured by the power plant and the storage facility where the carbon dioxide will be injected into a deep geologic formation for permanent storage.

The Commission, in its order, found that the pipeline is consistent with the public interest, public benefit and the legislative purpose as set forth in the Carbon Dioxide Pipeline Transportation and Sequestration Act.  The Commission found that the Alliance is able to construct and operate the carbon dioxide pipeline in compliance with the law and that the route the Alliance proposed should be approved.
The Commission order prohibits the start of construction of the CO2 pipeline until the Alliance obtains necessary permits from state, federal and local governmental entities.  The majority of commissioners agreed that the Carbon Dioxide Pipeline Transportation and Sequestration Act does not require the Alliance to obtain and file with the Commission a copy of permits from these governmental units before exercising eminent domain to acquire property along the proposed route.
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