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ICC Commissioner Lula Ford reappointed to second term
CHICAGO—Ms. Lula M. Ford, a 1965 graduate of the University of Arkansas at Pine Bluff, has been reappointed by Illinois Gov. Rod Blagojevich to serve a second term on the state’s public utility commission.
The Illinois Commerce Commission regulates investor-owned companies that provide the public with telecommunications, electric, gas, water, and sewer services. Illinois law also gives the Commission jurisdiction over certain aspects of cellular telecommunications carriers, certain railroad carriers, and natural gas pipeline companies.

Overall, the five-member Commission is responsible under Illinois law for ensuring the citizens of Illinois safe, efficient, reliable, and uninterrupted utility service at reasonable prices; regulating the financial organization of utility companies so that they provide such services, and, at the same time, providing utility companies with the opportunity to earn a reasonable profit; regulating the common carriers and contract motor carriers of property operating within Illinois; ensuring public safety through the inspection of railroads and natural gas pipelines operating within Illinois; and assisting the development and implementation of local 9-1-1 emergency telephone systems throughout Illinois. 

“I am both honored and humbled to serve the citizens of Illinois,” said Ford upon her reappointment. “I will continue to bring an open mind and dedication to the very important business of utility regulation in this state. It’s a tremendous responsibility and I embrace the challenges ahead.”

For nearly 35 years, Ford served as an elementary schoolteacher, administrator and principal in the Chicago Public Schools. She received the Principal of Excellence Award and Principal of the Year Award and has won accolades from President Bill Clinton and Chicago Mayor Richard M. Daley for her excellent job performance and contribution to Chicago’s inner-city schools.

During her tenure at the ICC, she has served as Chair of the ICC’s Gas Policy Committee and was recently appointed to the U.S. Department of Transportation’s Technical Pipeline Safety Standards Committee. 
She also serves as President of the Organization of PJM States. PJM Interconnection is a regional transmission organization (RTO) that plays a vital role in the U.S. electric system.

Ford also holds a master’s degree in urban studies from Northeastern (IL) University, and a master’s degree in career education from the University of Illinois.

Ford, 63, is the daughter of the late Chester Ford and Nola Ford of Pine Bluff. She has a grown daughter. Appointed to a five-year term, she remains the first African-American woman to serve on the ICC in its 95-year history.
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