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Commissioner Ford Appointed to Federal Pipeline Safety Standards Committee
The U.S. Secretary of Transportation, Mary E. Peters, has appointed Illinois Commerce Commissioner Lula M. Ford to the U.S. Department of Transportation’s Technical Pipeline Safety Standards Committee.
The committee serves as an advisory body to the Department, with responsibility for evaluating proposed natural gas pipeline safety and environmental protection standards and for providing information, advice and recommendations on policy initiatives.

Commissioner Ford will serve as a government member of the 15-member committee for a term ending September 30, 2010. 

In 2003, Gov. Blagojevich appointed Ms. Ford to serve as a member of Illinois Commerce Commission (ICC), where she chairs the ICC’s Natural Gas Policy Committee. She has spearheaded an innovative educational outreach campaign to help prepare natural gas utilities, customers, elected officials and community organizations for the higher gas bills this heating season. Appointed to a five-year term, Ms. Ford is the first African-American woman commissioner in the ICC’s 90-year history.
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