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ICC Adopts Resolution Recognizing
National Fix-A-Leak Week
The Illinois Commerce Commission adopted a resolution today recognizing the United States EPA’s national Fix-A-Leak Week, which runs this year from March 18-24.
Commissioner Ann McCabe proposed the resolution at today’s Commerce Commission Bench Session, which the full Commission approved and adopted.  Fix-A-Leak week seeks to explain the benefits Illinois ratepayers can gain by checking their homes or apartments for water leaks.  In particular, such leaks affect not only their water bills, but their electricity bills.
A number of facts that underscore the need to check for water leaks:

· The U.S. EPA estimates that the amount of water leaked from U.S. homes exceeds more than 1 trillion gallons per year. This is equal to the annual water usage of Los Angeles, Miami, and Chicago, combined.

· Leaks can account for, on average, 10,000 gallons of water wasted in the home every year.

· 10% of homes have leaks that waste 90 gallons or more per day.
· The most common types of household leaks are easily correctable like dripping faucets, leaking toilet flappers, and leaking showerheads.
· A leaky faucet that drips at one drip per second can waste more than 3,000 gallons per year.

The Commission suggests the following tips for those conducting a leak check:
· Do a check of your water system at least once each year.
· If a family of four is using more than 12,000 gallons per day in the winter, then it’s likely there could be a leak.
· Check your water meter before and after a two-hour period when no water is being used. If the meter does not read exactly the same, then you probably have a leak.
The Commission directs Illinois ratepayers to the U.S. EPA’s WaterSense website: http://www.epa.gov/watersense/ .  Fix-A-Leak Week is a program of the U.S. EPA, now in its fifth year.  For more information on this program, including educational materials for teachers and parents, please visit the Fix-A-Leak website directly: http://www.epa.gov/watersense/our_water/fix_a_leak.html .
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