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ICC Directs Staff To File Court Appeal Of FERC Decision

The Illinois Commerce Commission (ICC) Wednesday directed its legal staff to file a federal court challenge of recent orders of the Federal Energy Regulatory Commission (FERC) that authorize PJM Interconnection, LLC  to allocate to the Commonwealth Edison service zone an unfair portion of the costs of certain transmission facilities to be built along an East Coast corridor.  Currently, ComEd’s allocation is estimated to be nearly $1 billion. 
The ICC has argued its case in the FERC proceedings leading up to the recent orders without success but Commission Chairman Charles Box said the appeal is necessary to protect ComEd ratepayers.  “This is a very important issue to the Commission and to ComEd customers.   PJM’s allocation of costs for high voltage transmission lines on the East Coast, to solve a transmission congestion problem there, imposes unfair costs on Illinois electricity consumers,” Chairman Box said. 

PJM is the regional transmission organization serving an area that stretches from the Mid-Atlantic states through northern Illinois.

The FERC orders in Docket EL05-121 approve and confirm PJM’s proposal to allocate all costs of PJM-planned new transmission facilities constructed at or greater than 500 kV on a basis proportional to customer load across the entire PJM region.   

In recent filings submitted to FERC, PJM has proposed allocating approximately $987 million of the cost for eastern PJM transmission facilities to the ComEd zone without demonstrating benefits for ComEd customers. 
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