News
from the Illinois Commerce Commission
Voice: Springfield. 217.782.5793  Chicago. 312.814.2850  FAX 217.524.0674   BBS 217.782.9233 http://www.icc.illinois.gov
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE


Oct. 21, 2010










Contacts:
Beth Bosch 
(217) 782-5793


















Brian Sterling
(312) 814-6653

ICC MEDIA ADVISORY
EnerNex Corporation, selected by the Illinois Commerce Commission (ICC) as the Facilitator for the Illinois Statewide Smart Grid Collaborative, has finalized a two-year effort which culminated with the submission of the Collaborative Report to the ICC. Enernex will present its findings and review the Smart Grid Collaborative report before the ICC on Tuesday, Oct. 26 at 10:30 a.m. in Chicago.
The meeting will be held in the ICC’s main hearing room in the Michael A. Bilandic Building, 160 N. LaSalle St., Suite C-800.

In December of 2008, the ICC ordered the two largest utilities in Illinois, ComEd and Ameren, to participate in a series of workshops to discuss and investigate issues central to the development of the smart grid.  The resulting Collaborative engaged a wide range of stakeholders including utilities, consumer advocates, government officials and other key policymakers to consider smart grid issues. 

The U.S. Department of Energy (DOE) describes a smart grid as an automated, widely distributed energy delivery network that is characterized by a two-way flow of electricity and information, and enhanced monitoring.  According to the DOE, Smart Grid incorporates the benefits of advanced communications and information technologies to deliver real-time information and enable the near-instantaneous balance of supply and demand on the electrical grid.  It also would integrate advanced functions into the nation's electric grid to enhance reliability, efficiency, and security, and contribute to the climate-changing strategic goal of reducing carbon emissions. 

The Commission’s stated purpose of the Collaborative was:  “… to develop a strategic plan to guide deployment of smart grid in Illinois… and to recommend policies that the Commission can consider for adoption…” The Commission directed that a third-party Facilitator be engaged to direct the Collaborative and to submit a Collaborative Report by Oct. 1, 2010.  EnerNex Corporation (http://www.enernex.com/) was selected as the Facilitator.  

The full report, available at: http://www.icc.illinois.gov, will be considered in a Smart Grid Policy Docket in which the Commission may adopt the policy framework developed in the Statewide Smart Grid Collaborative in whole or in part, or modify the policy framework.  It is the Commission’s stated goal that these activities ensure that consumers are the primary beneficiaries of smart grid deployment in Illinois. 
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