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ICC Directs Utilities to Integrate Smart Devices




 



In Energy Efficiency Planning
The Illinois Commerce Commission Tuesday issued orders directing ComEd, Ameren Illinois and the Illinois Department of Commerce and Economic Opportunity (DCEO) to continue innovating and creating new and cost-effective energy efficiency programs for consumers that work to integrate smart devices, such as consumer smart phones, electronic thermostats and other energy saving devices into their energy efficiency and demand response plans.

ComEd, Ameren Illinois and DCEO filed three-year plans outlining how the Illinois Program Administrators will meet energy efficiency and demand response goals, in accordance with the requirements of Sections 8-103 and 8-104 of the Illinois Public Utilities Act.  The Commission conditionally approved the plans with modifications, in Ameren Illinois’ case directing the utility to increase its savings goals in accordance with the Public Utilities Act and to spend all funding to the extent practicable to increase net benefits for ratepayers.  The Commission directed the program administrators to include the modifications in revised plans that will be submitted as compliance filings in 30 days.  
The Commission ordered the utilities to work with manufacturers, retailers and others so that new smart devices are fully capable of interacting with ComEd’s and Ameren’s smart meters, are easy to purchase and simple for customers to use.  The utilities are required to discuss their comprehensive plan for smart devices with the Illinois Energy Efficiency Stakeholder Advisory Group (SAG) (http://www.ilsag.info/) and report back to the Commission within six months.  
“The Commission is dedicated to providing customers with all available tools to take control of their energy use, maximize savings and encourage conservation,” the Commission noted in the Ameren order (Docket 13-0498). 
In addition, the Commission encouraged the utilities to include successful energy efficiency programs that currently benefit customers, but lack sufficient funding, in energy efficiency plans filed with the Illinois Power Agency, to ensure that the programs can be expanded and benefit a larger population of ratepayers.

Also approved were Combined Heat and Power (CHP) energy efficiency programs as proposed by DCEO (Docket 13-0499) and under ComEd’s (Docket 13-0495) Custom energy efficiency program for larger use customers. 
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