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Section xx.x Purpose
The purpose of this rule is to ensure that entities that install distributed generation facilities are in compliance with the requirements of subsection (a) of Section 16-128 of the Public Utilities “Act” (Act).

Section xx.x Definitions

Terms defined in Section 16-128A of the Act [220 ILCS 5/16-128A] shall have the same meaning for purposes of this Part as they have under Section 16-128A of the Act, unless further defined in this Part.
"Act" means the Public Utilities Act.

"Distributed generation facility" shall have the same meaning as the term “distributed renewable energy generation device” as defined in Section 1-10 of the Illinois Power Agency Act. [20 ILCS 3855/1-10]
“Entity” means” an organization, institution or being that has its own existence for legal or tax purposes and is involved in the business of installing distributed generation.

“Install” means to complete the connection and wiring of a distributed generation facility at the point of AC interconnection with the grid 
in a capacity other than as an inspector, management planner, consultant, project designer, contractor or supervisor for the project. 
“Participating customer” means a retail customer that seeks net metering services from an electric utility in relation to the interconnection of the retail customer’s distributed generation facility on their premises.

“Self-installer” means the same as that term is defined in Section 16-128A(a) of the Public Utilities Act [220 ILCS 5/16-128A(a)]
Section xx.x Applicability

Except for self-installers, this Part shall apply to Entities 
that install distributed generation facilities in Illinois.  
Section xx.x Application Requirements 
a)
All applications for certification under this Part shall be filed with the Chief Clerk’s Office and shall be verified as required by Section 200.130 of the Commission's "Rules of Practice" (83 Ill. Adm. Code 200.130). The Applicant shall file its application using an application form that shall be available on the Commission’s website and upon request from the Chief Clerk’s office.
b)
Applications shall contain the following information:


1)
The Applicant's full name, street address, telephone number and e-mail address.  


2)
 The Applicant's Federal Employer Identification Number (FEIN).

3)
A demonstration that the Applicant is licensed to do business in the State of Illinois.
4)
The type of certification sought by the Entity, including both the type(s) of distributed generation technology that the Entity seeks to install and the level, either General or Advanced, of the certification sought.
5)
 A demonstration that the Applicant meets the requirements of this Part.

6)
 Financial Information

Section xx.x
Types of Certification
a)
An Entity may seek General Certification or Advanced Certification 
for a specific distributed generation technology.  An Entity that obtains Advanced Certification under this Part is allowed to perform installations of distributed generation equipment for which General Certification is required.
b)
A certified distributed generation installer’s certificate shall remain valid for xxx 
years.

Section xx.x Certification Requirements

a)
General Certification

1)
General Certification allows an Entity to install distributed generation equipment when:

A)       The distributed generation facility has an nameplate capacity of 10 kVA or less, or 



2)
To qualify for General Certification, an Entity must:

A)
ensure that all installations are performed in compliance with the National Electric Code (NEC), including NEC Section 690, unless alternative building code compliance is required by the municipality with licensing jurisdiction for electricians; and
B)
 certify that the connection and wiring of the distributed generation facilities at the point of AC interconnection with the grid will be performed by an electrician licensed in at least one municipality in the State of Illinois. 

b)
Advanced Certification

1) To qualify for Advanced Certification an Entity must demonstrate compliance with one of the following options:

A)
The satisfactory completion of at least twenty installations of the specific distributed generation technology for which the Entity is seeking Advanced Certification; or
B) 
Ensure that all installation of distributed generation facilities of greater than 10 kVA will be supervised by an employee who has completed an apprenticeship as a Journeyman electrician from United States Department of Labor Registered Electrical Apprenticeship and Training Program; or 
C)
Both of the following:

i) 
certify that the connection and wiring of the distributed generation facilities at the point of AC interconnection with the grid will be performed by an electrician licensed in at least one municipality in the State of Illinois; and
ii) 
Ensure that all installation of distributed generation facilities will be supervised by a qualified employee.
2)
For purposes of completing (1)(C)(ii) of this subsection, a qualified employee  is one who has completed an appropriate certification or an accredited training program  applicable to the specific distributed generation technology being installed. The approved courses or certifications may include, but are not limited to, any of the following options;
i)
 NABCEP PV Installer Certification;

ii)
An Interstate Renewable Energy Council, Institute for Sustainable Power Quality accredited training program;
iii)
Association of Energy Engineers Renewable Energy Professional certification; 

iv)
ETA International Renewable Energy Photovoltaic and Small Wind Installer Certification; 
v)
A certified and/or accredited training course or program approved by the Commission to be applicable to the specific distributed generation technology being installed. 

The Commission will maintain and make available on the Commission website a list of training courses and programs that an Applicant may use to demonstrate compliance under this subsection.  

3)
The Entity shall submit documentation that identifies the courses, programs or training courses relied on to comply with the requirements of subpart (b)(2)(C)(ii), if applicable.  
Section xx.x Fees and Penalties

The application fee for certification under this Part shall be $x00.  

Section xx.x Documentation of Compliance [Suggested by ComEd]






Electric utilities shall amend their existing interconnection application forms 
to require The following information relating to the Distributed Generation Installer:



1) 
Name, address and phone number;

2)
Commission issued certificate number or the docket number in which the certificate was issued by the Commission; and

3).
A copy of the invoice for the installation services or other information demonstrating that the designated entity installed the distributed generation facility.
Section xx.x Commission Oversight [Bolded provisions suggested by ELPC/AG] 
a)
Upon complaint or on the Commission's own motion, the Commission may conduct an investigation of a certificate holder’s actions under any Section of this Part.

b)
If it appears from the investigation that a certificate holder may have violated the provisions of any Section of this Part, the Commission may:

    
(1) 
Request the certificate holder to take appropriate corrective action;

(2) 
Request the certificate holder to meet informally with the Commission’s staff and the complainant to resolve the issue;

(3) 
Require the certificate holder to appear before the Commission and show cause why disciplinary action should not be taken against the certificate holder; or

(4)
Take such other actions as the Commission deems appropriate under the circumstances.

c)
Suspension of certificate for dangerous, deliberate, wanton or repeated violations:

(1) For a violation which cannot appropriately be resolved by the provisions described in (b), the Commission may, in its discretion, after notice and hearing, suspend the certificate of the certificate holder so disciplined. 

(2)
For a first violation, the Commission may, in its discretion, after notice and hearing, suspend the certificate of the certificate holder so disciplined for a period of no less than one month. In determining whether to suspend the license of the certificate holder and the length of any suspension to be imposed the Commission shall consider whether the violation was deliberate or inadvertent, the harm or potential for harm to customers. For a second violation within a 5-year period, the Commission shall suspend the certificate of the disciplined certificate holder for a period of not less than 6 months. For a third or subsequent violation within a 5-year period, the Commission shall suspend the certification of the disciplined certificate holder for a period of not less than 2 years.  An installer whose certificate is suspended may reapply to the Commission for certification.
Section xx. x Complaint Procedures
Complaints shall be filed in conformance with 83 Ill. Adm. Code 200.160, 200.170 and 280.170. The complaint shall comply with the Commission's Rules of Practice (83 Ill. Adm. Code 200).

�This language clarifies that the Commission’s focus should be on the “AC grid connection”, which is the point at which the PV system connects to the building’s or utility’s electrical grid. This definition is offered to avoid confusion about the commission regulating activities on the customer’s side of the meter.  For example, if the PV system is a micro-inverter or AC solar panel system, the prior language could have been interpreted to encompass everything up to the AC connection of the inverter, and therefore essentially the entire PV system. 


�ELPC continues to believe that “entities” are the appropriate focus for this rulemaking.  


�It is unclear what, if any, financial information would be relevant.   We recommend clarifying or deleting this. 


�ELPC continues to believe a two-track certification process is appropriate.  It will allow for upward mobility and will provide an opportunity for experienced installers to distinguish themselves through advanced certification. 


�ELPC suggests that certifications remain valid unless suspended by the Commission for violations. This is consistent with other professional certifications (e.g. law license) and will help reduce the Commission’s burden of administering these rules. 


�“Level 1” systems must be 10 kVA or less.  Thus , the reference to Level 1 systems is somewhat redundant. 


�This is necessary to cover installations that occur in municipalities that do not have their own licensing requirements.  


�We continue to believe that any application fees should be nominal. 


�It is not clear why this written statement is necessary or relevant.If necessary, perhaps this could be included in the customer’s interconnection application paperwork as suggested below. 


�A change in the current interconnect agreement paperwork than already needs to be filed with the utility can more easily accomplish all of this documentation than a separate tariff filing.  This will reduce the amount of redundant paperwork necessary to be filed out by the installer / customer, and make sure that the utility and the Commission are receiving the same information.
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