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    ICC To Host Second Policy Meeting March 31 on 



                Diversity in Utility Procurement of Goods and Services
The Illinois Commerce Commission will host the second in a series of policy meetings on March 31st to review Illinois utilities’ compliance with state law that requires an annual report on the extent to which a more diverse base of businesses is providing goods and services to the utilities. 
The law requires the utilities to present the results of and goals for their programs designed to encourage greater participation by women, minority, veteran-owned and small business enterprises in the utilities’ procurement opportunities.
The meeting will begin at 1 p.m. in the Commission’s main hearing room, 8th floor of the Bilandic Building, 160 N. LaSalle Street, Chicago.
Section 5-115 of the Public Utilities Act requires regulated gas and electric utilities with at least 100,000 customers to report on procurement goals and actual spending for the previous year.  The reports also describe each utility’s internal and external/outreach activities, and identify the organizations and events in which the utilities participate to promote procurement diversity.  Utilities submitted their first reports on February 1, 2013, and the most recent reports on February 1, 2014.  Reports have been submitted by Ameren Illinois, ComEd, Nicor Gas and Peoples Gas/North Shore Gas.
ICC Commissioners Miguel del Valle and Sherina Maye will chair the meeting.  Participants include Richard Mark, Chairman, President and Chief Executive Officer of Ameren Illinois; Anne Pramaggiore, President and Chief Executive Officer of ComEd; Willard Evans Jr., President, Peoples Gas and North Shore Gas; Hank Linginfelter, Executive Vice President, Distribution Operations, AGL Resources; Dr. James H. Lowry, nationally recognized workforce and supplier diversity expert and pioneer; and Jose Perez, Chairman and Chief Executive Officer of the California Utilities Diversity Council and Hispanics in Energy, a non-profit national organization designed to facilitate Hispanic inclusion in America's energy industry.
The utilities’ annual reports describing their programs and the results of their efforts related to the provision of goods and services by minority, women, veteran-owned and small business enterprises are available at http://www.icc.illinois.gov/filings/mwvs/default.aspx
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