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    ICC NAMES DIRECTOR OF RETAIL MARKET DEVELOPMENT

Illinois Commerce Commission Executive Director Tim Anderson today announced the appointment of Torsten Clausen as Director of the newly created Office of Retail Market Development.


The Office of Retail Market Development was established in legislation last year to ensure that the benefits of competition in the electric market extend to residential and small commercial customers.   While thousands of large commercial and industrial energy consumers in the state have already switched to alternative electricity suppliers, competition has been much slower to develop for smaller use customers.


Clausen, who previously served as assistant to Commissioners Erin O’Connell-Diaz and Kevin Wright as well as Chairman Richard Mathias, will seek input from interested parties and develop a thorough understanding and critical analyses of the tools used to promote retail competition in other states.


The new Office will be primarily responsible for monitoring competitive conditions, identifying potential barriers to retail competition for all customer classes and for proposing solutions to overcome those barriers.  

Clausen joined the ICC in 2000 as a policy analyst in the Telecommunications Division. He received a B.A. in business from the University of Giessen, Germany and a M.S. in economics from the University of Wyoming.


Anderson said the new Director has excellent professional credentials and broad knowledge of retail competition issues from his time as a telecommunications analyst. “He will have the tools he needs to tackle the competitive issues in order for us to create the best possible environment to foster robust competition.” he added.
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