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Public Comments Sought on Report Describing the 

Progess of the Commonewalth Edison Real-time Pricing Program

The Illinois Commerce Commission (“Commission) is seeking comment on the 2008 Annual Report submitted by Commonwealth Edison Company (“ComEd”) to the Commission describing the first year of ComEd real-time pricing program.  The report was written by Comverge, Inc., (“Comverge”) the Program Administrator for the program.  The Commission is seeking public comment on the report.  The Commission also will accept comments on the financial audit report of the program.

Background:

Section 16-107 of the Public Utilities Act (“Act) required electric utilities to file tariffs allowing residential customers to elect real-time pricing (“RTP”).  220 ILCS 5/16-107.  Section 16-107 further provides that if the Commission approves a RTP tariff under subsection (b-5), “the affected electric utility shall contract with an entity not affiliated with the electric utility to serve as a program administrator to develop and implement a program to provide consumer outreach, enrollment, and education concerning real-time pricing and to establish and administer an information system and technical and other customer assistance that is necessary to enable customers to manage electricity use.”  220 ILCS 5/16-107(b-15).  The Commission approved RTP tariffs for ComEd in Docket No. 06-0617 (“ComEd RTP Docket”), and Comverge was selected to administer ComEd’s RTP program.

Section 16-107(b-15) of the Act requires the Program Administrator to submit an annual report “describing the operation and results of the program, including information concerning the number and types of customers using real-time pricing, changes in customers' energy use patterns, an assessment of the value of the program to both participants and non-participants, and recommendations concerning modification of the program and the tariff or tariffs filed under subsection (b-5).”  220 ILCS 5/16-107(b-15).  Comverge has prepared its 2008 Annual Report, which is available on the Commission’s e-docket system at www.icc.illinois.gov under Docket No. 06-0617.  The financial audit of program is also available under Docket No. 06-0617.

In Finding 19 of the Commission’s December 20, 2006, Order in the ComEd RTP Docket, the Commission adopted a proposal allowing for public comments and an informal meeting on the annual report and financial audit, specifically ruling as follows:

Following publication of the annual report on the Commission’s web site, a 30-day period should be established for public comment on the annual report; public comments should be posted on the Commission’s web site with the annual report; Within fifteen days of the 30th day after the public comment period, the Program Administrator should facilitate a telephone conference in which the annual report, audit and public comments should be discussed with interested parties; the Program Administrator and the interested parties should endeavor to agree upon a convenient time and date for the telephone conference; the Commission should provide notice of the telephone conference by notifying the parties in this Docket and posting notice on the Commission’s web site in the same location as the Program Administrator’s annual report; and ….
Pursuant to the Commission’s ruling in the ComEd RTP Docket, the public is invited to comment on the report.  Comments should be submitted to eschlaf@icc.illinois.gov.  All comments submitted will be posted on the Commission’s website.  The comments are due by July 6, 2009.
Within fifteen days of the end of the comment period, a telephone conference will be held to discuss the report.  Therefore, the telephone conference for the 2008 Annual Report and financial audit will be held between on a date between July 6, 2009 and July 21, 2009.  Please send an email to eschlaf@icc.illinois.gov by June 26, 2009 if you wish to participate in the telephone conference.  Subsequent to the end of the comment period, a second public notice will be provided indicating the date, time and call in number for the telephone conference.
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